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“Kathlyn Hare helieves her father,
cmfl llayre, to be in dire peril in T1l-
aha, g principality of India, The

King of Allaha has recently ‘ died,
and because ~the Oolenel’ had o;\se
8

his life he names him as
::::gzsor. Umballah,  pretender - to
the throne of Allaha, lowes Kathlyn
and has forged a message summon-
ing here to her father, whom he has
 ‘thrown into prison. She leaves her
home in California to go to him,
.On her arrival in Allaha she 18 in-
formed by Umballah that her father
{h dead and that she is the queen.
An elaborate durbar is arranged, the
central figure of  which is Kathlyn,
protesting and grief stricken.  When
ths crown is placed upen her = head
Umballah announces that she is  to
e married to him forwith, Her  re-
fupal infuriates him, but 8 Kath-
lyn’s beauty and 8pirit have made a
strong appeal to the ptoplé he yields
the point for the time ‘keing. ‘ A
priest announces that no woman may
rule unmarried with ihe laws of = the
gtate she will he given geven days
to decide. 3

When Kathlyn reiterates nt the ex-
piration of the week of grace, her re-
fupal to marry Umiballan she receives
sentence from:  the suprsme tribunal
that she is to urdergo two  ondeals
with  wild ‘teasts, Tf she survives,
ghe is to bLe permitted to rule with-
out hindrance,

John Bruce, an American and fel-
low passenger on the boat  which
prought Kathlyn to Allaha, is hunt-
ing near Allaha. She sends Ranbai.
her Lody guard, to find him and tell
him of her peril. .

The first ordeal is arranged, . and
Kathlyn 48 placed in p cage in  tho
angle. A tiger is loosed, and as be
is about to epring on  his victim

Brice, who has reached the scene,
fires on him. The first ordeal is ov-
er.

Bruce learns that in the second. nr-
deal Kathlyn i8 to be placéd in the
arena, the prey of bungry lions, With
Ramabai and ‘Ahmod he makes = his
plans. Mines are laid in the arena.
and when Kathlyn enters it dnd fnces
tha lions Bruce, springs them. During
the excitement following the explo-
sion, and whila Untallah, the = coun-
eillors, and the terrified populace are
fleeing for their 1ives, he hurrieg to
Kathlyn's side.

(Copyright, * 1914: By Harold
MacGrath.)

CHAPTER V.
THE TEMPLE OF THE LION

Till Bruce dropped down into the

has faith in me."’

Bruce bore his w

outside,
caught

He wags up
Kathlyn by

think of was Winnie
the canopied studio,

pard cat sprawled ‘on
“Sahib!

““This way!’"

. *‘Ahmed! Ahmed!'* ¢
‘“Yes, heaven born;

Ty!

areng to Kathlyn’s side he had, never
given 5 thought to the possibility
of the key not being the right one.
Trapped!—and = Ahmed but a few
yards away With a zenana gharri,
ready to convey them to the camp-
freedom! Tt took the heart out  of
him for , moment, The confusion all
alout, the pall of dust, the roaring
of the frightened  Yions which had
escaped destruction, the shrill  cries
of the panic stricken populace, who
now looked upon the white Memsa-~
hib as the daughter of Shaitan, these
dull his inventive faculties- for = the
nonce, Here was the confusion, pro.
perly planned, and he could . not
make uge of it. Possibly, when no
further explosion shook the air, the

mob and  the soidiers would return
out  of curiosity. ~And then, good-
by!

But the sight of a fion emerging
from the murk the wrong side of the
crevasse roused: him thoroughly. .

“Save youreelf!” said Kathlyn in
despair; “‘there is no poseible way of
raving me. I have never in all mv
lite injured anyome, ~and yet God
makes me go through all this.

T am mad, yon ara, the whole world
18! ., Run!” y

Bruce laughed; it was that kind of
laughter with which men enter battle
He drew Lal Singh’s revolvers and
thrust one intd her hand, i

“Shoot at the keyhole. Lieave ' the
lion to me, With the pandem.onium
no one will note the shots, or if they
do, will think that more explosiona
Ta on ths way, Tl get you out 'of
this  nightmare; that's what I was
horn for,”t * ! ? :

‘‘Nightmare|'’ §

‘‘There, now;’"
dmny aghingt

"I'Ve 'on° '0 W
the mts. Withq
DPressed the
into’the keyhold
a ghot behind net
ther; rut
about the ke
wag empty,

) momm she.
e of the revolver
fired, 8he heard

that was worn out! “Heaven bLiorn,
you are now a queen in faot. i

“T want ‘{0 go home, Ahmed,
home!"’

“‘Here's the gharri.
He held out g

Bruce helped

hinge creaking like
put Amed had

less
urged the horse,

conspicuous it
He

too  which,"indeed,
gharri rolled
dory in  a squall,
Bruce and Kathlyn

caught hold of
hand, Tt wonld not

tha yenr, .
“Gome now, Mis,

simple as falling off

halflitate her

ances. i e
From time to tim

glance through the

soldiers = who (had
1eir guns from.

¥

pontecly. Lhinghy

red.  Kathly

| The rider proe’ede

med recognized him
j -~ neigl

{der teom

it o

“Went hac over the
ly to ward ‘Ahmed; mayle gcne
restly off towards camp.

asleed on the vemuu-da,- and the leo-

gami
Huzor!” 4

handful of catridges
toward Bruce. ‘‘These fit l.al Singh's
pistols. Hurry, hurry!

Kathlyn i
vehicle and jumped in beside her,and Xnows it
Ahmed strues the horse.
wag” a rickety cld .contrivance, e7cry

more delapitedated the vehicle,

ing, mob to think that he was flying

and careened like a

gother, and quite unconsciouvsly
his lean,strong/irown

that he was unconsciols of the nct.
Presently they entered ihe
atreets of the hazsars, and the going
imroved. 'Kathlyn leaned bhack.
“T am Kathlyn Hare, and this is

thinking; leave the whole husiness to
me, the worry und the planning, I1f
we Can reach my elephants, all right;
we'll be in Delhi within seven days.:
The rest ' of the going will be

wall. Probah-
di-

‘“And} O} go have I, so have I!"’

eight = savagely

instantly. He
the hand and

hurried her along; and all she could

romping toward
her father  half

the divant'’
voice called

ried Kathlyn,
kut hurry, hur-

Umballah will‘return to search |
as soon as he can get the better of
his legs. Siva take’

that: battery

Here, Sahil;-:

Bruce’'s camp.

greeted Kathlyn with delight, All

Anyhow, he  their troublis were over. They had ing her:by extending his arm across

but to mount the elephants and ride
away.
‘““Ahmed,’’ urged Kathlyn: ‘‘Leave

against the door—once, twice, thrice; the gharri and come with us.’’
and  pitched forward on his knees,

‘‘Let 'us 'be off;”” cried Bruce, ‘‘We
have sixty miles to put between us
gnd: freedom in fact.” We cannot make
the railway. Ali,” pack! Go to  the
bungalow and remain there. You
w(ll ‘be questioned. Tell the = truth.

[ A BE PECITTRC 1 W NNS o PIO VY ¢ 4 ot Gy tS it

There i& not an elephant in the royal
stables  that can beat Kajah.. All

board! No stops!/’—smiling as he
helped’ | Kathlyn into the ‘howdah.
““We « shall be forced to 1ide all

night.”

The elephants started forward,that
ridden by Bruce and Kathlyn in ' the
lead. Ramabai and Pundita follow
ing g few yards in the rear,

“Mr. Bruve, I am sure Ahmed has
some, infcrmation  regarding father.
T dow't  know what. Who knows?,
Thay ay kave lied to me. He may
ke 1've, alive'”

111 return and find out, once I've

into " the
The gharrl|

some lost s0il;

reasoried that the ballah, and turned

the
would be.
wanted the fly-
he was. The

A dozen
were flung

times
to-
she
be true to say

paved

no

s Kathlyn,

got you snfe.
thinking all this a nightmare. God
is nightmarish. Do you
know, '-ve been ‘thinking it over. It
appears to me that the king latterly
took a -dislike to his protege, Um-
thig  little trick
to ma ke him vnhappy. I daresay he

He“ thovght your father wise enough to

remain away. Umballah hangs be‘
tween wind and water; he can go
neither forward nor backward.,  But

poor Bamabai back there willy lose
his gold for this.” y
“Ramabai has always Deen Very
kindly to the poor, and the poor man
penerally defends his benefactor when!
the right time comes. To Umballah |

he declared himself king, that wuuldi
open up the vVoleano upon which  he
atands; but ag my prince consort,
that would leave him fairly secure.
“Only a means,” mused Bruce in-
wardly, stealing a glance al her sad
yot lovelyi profile. Umballah was a!

as
a log.”’

That Yankee phrase did more to re-
than all bis assur’

e Bruce stols. a
curtatined  win-

| man to:want her.

man, for all his color; he was human;
and to gee the girl it was only “nu-
“Your father wag
"one of the hest friends I had,  But,
oddly enough, I never: sawi a photo-
graph of yon, He might have . heen
afraid ; we young chaps........'" - He
paused embarrassedly. *If only you
nad taken me into your confidence on

‘me. tfla

offer.

dow. Stragalers were lipstemng dlong |
close to the walls) and theére ~wire| . «f
gotten to bring !
the ‘¢lephant hréna
Once he heard the clutter cf hoof:
jorgerhan | ran alongside the yharri,
down, and, shrug-

as the

htoring ptineiph]

or, who
ish Rai

i

1 don’t blame you for Brice averted the danger by
ing his revolvers into the air. _hoj
wild elenhants stamvedad, and Raiah, | er trots nqr-really, runs according to whether these were warnings or

1 wag only a means to the end, If °

would find that Bruce had been brac-|ten to ove you know more about
game than I do."”’ )

Silence fell upon them: again. On,
on, without pansing. Bruce was get-
ting sleepy himgelf, so he  began
munching - hiscuits. Lighter  and
lighter grew the east; the moon dim-
med, and by and by everything grew
gray and the chill in *the air - seemed
sharpest yet. i

They' were both awake.

Sun-up they stopped ' by g stream

the howdah and“gripping the rail.

‘“You mustn’t do that,” she pro-
tested feebly. You will be dead -in
in the morning,’’

“You might fall out.”’

“Then I shan’t 2o to sleep again
till the journey ends.. You have been
so good and kind to me!"

‘‘Nonsense!'’

They cume out into the scrub jungle

...... = laede | UNGIG S ki RICSISS KACE,

and the moonlight lay. magicaily ov-[ Bruce dismotinted dithout having the en_mahout

er all  ‘th ngs. Sometimes 5 shadow ' elephant kneel and went to the wat:

crogsed - the whitened sands; scurried er to fill *his canteen. . The hunter in never brolight Rajah into sight. But!
rather; and quietly Bruce would . tell him Lecame interested in the tracks

her what = the animals were—jackals, along the banks. A tiger, a leopard,
with an occasional prowling red wolf. some apes, and a herd of antelope
They were not disturbed by ‘any ol had been ®own to drink during @ the
the cat family. But there was  one night. @ Even as he looked a huge
interval of suspense, Bruce spied  'n gray spe came bounding out,  nead
the  distdnce a small herd of wild on toward Rajah, who despised these
elophants, ‘Sg: did Ra-ah, who raie- foolish beasts. Perhaps'the old  ele-
ed his trunk and trumpeted into the phant missed Ali, perhaps he was
night, The mahout, fully awake to still somewhat’ upset by his ‘failure

the danger, ‘beat the 0% rascal to inin the wild Arothers the night Lp-
mightily with his gocd. Yet that fore at any rate \\-;thz)\lt.\\varvdng.he
would - have failed.  to hold Rajah, set off with ‘that’ shuffling = gait

by shoot- | which sometimes  cdrried him as

.The | swftly as a horse, An elephant nev-

disgruntled, was brotight {o the com- our conception of the terms; he shuf-

pass. v fles, scarccly  lifting his feat oft the
«Strange thing about a . gunshot,” ground.

gafd Bruce. ‘‘They may never have The .- mahont yelled amd bhelakored

heard one before; but instinet  tells the elephant on the skull. Rajah did

Forward, That
Kathlyn

. . The Elephantsi Started
. 'Ridden by Bruce and

for the first tinde \ in

nost comfortable place 6
were

ide;

.

not the
slee

A
| - That nigh ] m
- ‘many hours Kathlyn elosed: her eyes
shrank toward ' Brucs ' with s ‘of security. Trite, it was
eded on His way. A

,

in the Lcafl‘., ;

Aamazing rapidity and stopped

them quickly 'of the menace. ~Years not mind hie beating at all. What-

age at ho
bgnn, during the close season 1‘d see posxd to. see it fulfilled. = Cunningly
thousands . of duck ahd.geese and he dashed under some hranches,sweep
_deer. Yot a single gunshot when ta  ing the mahout
séagon opened and you never , could Kranches with a crash as of musk-
‘get within: a mile of them.' etry struck the howdah, but it held,

That is true. | have fished = and thanks to the stoutness of  the
ted with father.”” {belly bands and the care with wWhich

huge bharrel.

Bruce stood up, appalled. For a
time he was incapable of movement '
Short as the time was, 'ft was enough
to give Rajah  such headway as he
needed. He disappeared from sight.
Bruce saw . the futility of shooting

at the benst. The only thing h
could do  was to mount up besid 1
Ramiahai and Pundita and - give

chase; and this he did in short ord
er, dragging up the bruised and shak-

\

’

with him. The pursuing
elephant, with" this extra handicap,

the trail was clear, gnd they follow-
ed. } i
Surely that 'poor girl was marked
for misfortune. ‘In all the six years
Bruce had possessed  Rajah he = had
never exhibited amuck, though he
might eventually work himself into
the blind, ungcvernable rage. Off
like that, without the slightest warn-
ihg! If Kathlyn could only keep him
clear of the trees, for the rogue
would do his hest to scrape off the
irksome howdah. i
.Kathlyn heard the ghouts from 14>
nind, but she could not understat:ld
ad-
vice. Could they overtake her hefore'
she was flung off? She tried to re.!
call the ‘‘elephant talk’’ Ahmed had
taught her in the old days at the
farm, but just now she was too daz- |
ed. At the end of ap hour all sounds
from the rear ceased; no more pistol |
shots = to encourage her with the
knowledge that friends were near.
Rajahj must have out-stripped them
two or three mriles. .
At length sne .came into g small
clearing amid the tall jungle grass, a |
dord and brittle last year's growth, '
She saw two natives in the act of
kicking out  dung fire Rajah heud-l
eq directly toward them, the fire evi-
dently beihg in the line of path he
had chosen. This rare and unexpect-
ed freedom, this opPez2unity to  go
whither he listed, was g the giant
fern he used to eat iy the days when'
he was free and wild in Ceylon.
Kathlyn called out to the men, but '
they tirned and fled in terror, To
them Rafah was amuck, The elephant
pageed the fire gp closely that the
wind of his passing stirred the ‘fire
intp life Again; and this time it crept
toward the highly inflammable grasa.
A few hundred yards beyond Kath-
Iyn turned to see the flames leaping
alend the grass, Fiajah, getting a
whiff of the aerid smoke, quickened
his stride. The fire followed with
only
when it reached the bed of a trickl-
ing stream, no doubt  torrent dur-
ing the hig rain. A great pall
smoke blotted out everything in the
rear; blotted out hope, for Bruce
could never pick up the trail now.
Kathlyn's eves were feverishly dry

me, when T used to'fish ior ever his idea was,“he evidently pro and Vrieht. Tt was only , natter of !

time when the howdah would
down tho brute's side.

slip
She prayed

off his neck. Jh ' hat she might die instantly, Strangg rhats.
fancies flitted through her mind dis-

'ordered Ly all these days of suspense
and terror.
I And suddenly the jungle came to an
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Ramabai and Pundita the cold would awaken her, and she

— =

““Surely! I kept forgetting that it’s they had heen adjusted around the{end, and g long, plowed field gpencd

into view. Beyond this fleld rose a
ruined wall, broken Ly a crumbling
gate, and lounging in the gateway
were scldiers. Nearby were two ele-
phants employed in piling logs.

Rajah, perforce, slackened his gait.
The soldiers became animated. Im-
mediately the two mahouts charged
their brutes toward Rajah, who
stopped. He had had his sport. He
swayed to an fro. One of the mah-
outs reached forward and clouted
Rajah on the knee, He slewly kneel-
ed. The soldiers ran forward to help
J\‘athlyn out of the howdah. At the
sight of her skin their astonishment
was great.

She was very weak and faint,
and tne increasing  habel of
tongues wae like Mttle triphammers
beating  upop her aching head. One
of the goldiers gave her n drink of
water. He held hig*canteen high, 8o
that the water trickled into her
mouth; no lips but his  own must
touch the nozzle, otherwise, being a
R_m.nhmin, he wculd he defiled. Na-
f_,lVea‘ instantly flocked ahout, jabrer-
ing in wonder. Some of the holder
touched her bare arms. The goldiers

drove them back angrily, Through
the vress n horsemann pushed for-
ward., The rider started  at the

strange captive, started, and uttered
an .astonished cry,

""The white aueen of Allaha, whom
mine  own eyes saw crowned at the
Durbar there!”” he mnurmured. "By
the shroud of the prophet, what can

this mean? Stop!” he called to the
soldiers,

ol Kathlyn  looked  du,ly.
#( onvey her to his highness the
Kumor!”’ The prince should decide

what should he done with her.

The Kumor was hig and lazy and
sensual. He gazed wupon Kathlyn
Wwith eyes which gparkled evilly, like
a cat's,

l“\\lu_- is this woman?'' he: demand-
ed.

‘*Highness, she is the white: queen
of Allaha, hut who may say that she
ig ‘here?’’ with , smile an evil as hig
master’s. :

‘‘But _how came she here?’’

The horseman bpriefly recounted the
events as he had seen them i; the
capital of Allaha, U

‘‘Who are you, maiden?’’ the Kum-
or asked in Engligh, for, like all po-
tentates, little or great, in India, he
sPoke! Iinglish. It ' presented the de-
lectable pastime of conspiring n twg
languages; for, from Bombay in two
Calcutta, from Peshawar to Madras,
India seethes, conspires, and taken
an occasional pot shot at some popr
devil of 4 commissioner’ whose only
desire is to have them combine reli-

on and sanitation. -

“TI an.'' an American.. Please take
me to the English commissioner.’’
Somcehow inst net told her that she
might not expect succor from  this
man with the pearls about his gross

‘I regret that his excellency tns
commissioner has gone to Bombav.
Besides, 1 do not know that you tell
the truth. Btill, I can offer you
what pearls and emeralds you

1 may
dnd to your liking.”
‘*Your highness, there are those

whose coming shortly will causs you
much annoyance if you refuse to give
me proper aid. (There is no possible
way for you to cover up my appear-
ance here. Send me to the commis-
sioner's pungalow, where I may wait
the coming ¢f my friends.'”

“Indeed!’”” The Kumar saw here a
conflict not altogether to his liking.
He was lazy, and there was the dam-
nakle, unrelenting hand of the Brit-
ish Raj looming in the distance. He
shrugged. ‘‘Achmet, call the. cap-
tain of the guard and have him con-
vey this »rugaway queen to Allaha.
Surely, T may rot meddle with the
aflairs of 5 friendly state.’”” With a
wave his fat, bejeweled hand he ap-
peared to dismiss the matter from
his mind.

Kathlyn was led away, The human
mind can stand only so many shocks.

Outside the palace courtyard stood
Rajah, the howdah securely attached
once more. Kathlyn was bidden to
mount. A water hottle and gome
cakes were placed in the howdah he-
side her. Then , drunken mahout
mounted behind Rajah-g ears. The
elephant did not like the feel of the
man’s legs, and he began to sway
ominously. Nevertheless, her permitt-
d the mahout to direct him to one
of the city gates thuoldlers troop-
ing along side.

Tt . appeared that there wag a muth
shorter route to Allaha, Time being

of essential, Bruce hnd had to make for .

the frontier blindly, as it were. The
regular highway was a moderately
decent road which led along the
banka of one of those stteams which
ventunlly join tne sacred Jumma.
Thg of course, was alen sacred.
Many Hindne were hathing in  the
They pasged by these and
presently came upon » funeral pyre.
Sometimes  one gleepa with one's

(Contizrued ‘'on pagé three.)}




