* Include statutory

45

MARCH 9, 1936

[GIANTS and JESTERS
In Public Life

' { (By FRED COOK)

-(Copyright Reserved)

(Continued.)
Discussion was free; There was

po difference of opinion as
lo the proposed increase in
the Prime Minister's . -

years, should receive a ion than
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could be assigned for the granting
of an annuity to a cabinet min-
ister who has served his country

ation, except that it might well

have been larger. At that time it

was elght thousand dollars; the

proposal before Parliament was to

increase it ‘to twelve thousand

dolln.ra sgakms ggn tshe proposed
ol i

for a ble period, The goy-
ernment, however, had decided

ask Parliament to repeal the legis-
lation as being in advance of public
opinion. Immediately a protest
came from Mr, Foster, who was
one, of the beneficlaries under the

the minister of finance pointed

that in all lines of finance and bt:ﬁ
ness it was considered right to pay
o fitting renumeration, and g retir-
ing allowance The reasons for do-
ing s0 to a man in public life were
just as strong as they were with re-
gard to the bench, or in any great
financial institution. A public man
had many heayy responsibilities to
bear and usually left office as poor
as when he entered it, in some cases

~poorer. He thought the five years'

consecutive service set a high
standard and at the same time
limited a pension to a very moder-
ate number of people. :

Mr. Borden’supported the gen-
eral principle of these proposals
and quoted the British pension pre-
cedent, ranging from four thousand
dollars per annum to ten thousand
dollars dependent upon the nature
of the office held, In some cases in
Great Britain, he said, the pension
was granted for four years' con-
secutive service as the head of a
depdftthent; in others, five years.
Mr. Borden was sure the proposal
would commend {tself to the
country. Ministers’ salaries were
very moderate now, and the govern-
ment's proposals might help to at-
tract good men into public life.
Many of those who had formed the
ministries of Canaga since Confed-
eration were men who could have
made a far better and more lucra-
tive living at some other occupa-
tion. -

In the brief discussion which fol-
Jowed the observations of the twoQ
leaders “Billy” Maclean suggested
that five years was too long a
period of service. Doctor Sproule
thouzht ten years short enough;
Mr. Bergeron wanted it to be three
years. Mr. Belcourt urged that the
Speaker of the House of Commons
should a!so be eligible for the pen-
sion. The resolutions, and the bills
founded upon them, passed without
opposition, and the ex-ministers
eligible for pensions under this
legislation were listed as follows:

Sir Charles Tupper and Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell, $4,000 pension each;
Mr. Haggart, Mr, Foster, Sir John
Carling, Sir A. P. Caron, Sir C, H.
Tupper, Sir Hector Langevin, Mr.
Blair, Mr, Sifton, Mr. Cosgrain and
Mr, Tarte, $3,500.

The total yearly sum involved
was $58,000, Tn addition, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, Sir Richard Cartwright, Sir
Willlam Mulock, Sir Fred Borden,
Sir Richard Scott, and Messrs. Fitz-
patrick, Fisher and Figlding, would
be eligible for pensions when they
retired from office.

Now* had this proposal stood
alone; had it been introduced at
another session, dissevered from the
other in my jud t it
would have aroused very little op-
position in the country and prob-
ably would have been law today,
but when linked with other finan-
clal proposals; the sessional . in-
creases to Senators and members
of the House, additional salaries to
the judges, the $4,000 increase to the
Prime Minister and the $7,000 ses-
sional allowance to the Leader of
the Opposition—all of which en-
tailed an immediate and additional
yearly llabllity of $568,000—there
was hostile criticism from one end
of the country to the other The in-
creases to the judges and to the
Prime Minister were generally ap-
proved, but the augumented indem-
nitles of merbers of the two
House$ and the pensions to ex-
ministers were roundly denounced
by stalwart Liberal newspapers like
the Toronto Globe; the Manitoba
Free Press and the Montreal
Herald, equally as by the Con-
servative press, represented by the
Mail and Empire, the Montreal
Gazette, the Tondon Free Press, the
Halifax Herald, the Hamilton Spec-
tator, ete. “The most shameless sal-
ary grab on record,” “altogether un-
called for pesloning,” “frenzied fi-
nance,” utterly ind ible,” “plan-

on, Said he, “When the Par-
liament of any country legislates
it is supposed to legislate sanely and
with its eyes open, and in a case
of this kind, as in many other
casea, certain rights' are created.
Under the legislation certain action
may have been taken by the bene-
ficiaries, acting in good faith and
relying upon an act of Parliament
passed supposedly under sane and
deliberate conditions.” Mr. Flelding
in reply said in view of the fact that
no bargain or contract had been
made between the beneficiaries and
Parliament it was not deemed that
any vested rights had been created.
Upon this lattter point let me
mention an interesting fact, well
known in official circles at the
 time. One of the ex-cabinet minis-
ters, being hard pressed financially,
had commuted his annuity for a
good, round sum—statea to be bey
tween $25,000 and $40,000, and
naturally he did not like the ldea
of the friend who had purchased
the pension rights being mulched
for such a large sum of money, or
that he, the former minister, should
be called upon to refund. The gov-
ernment was-adamant, and the Re-
peal Bill went. through. From the
time the law became operative until
its repeal the following sums had
been drawn by the ex-ministers en-
titled under the legislation to re-
ceive them: 4
Sir Charles Tupper and Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell, each $2,795; Sir C.
H. Tupper, $2,154; Sir A. P. Caron,
sir John Carling, Mr. John Costi-
gan, Sir Hector Langevin, M.
Foster, Mr. Haggart, Mr. Tarte, Mr,
Blair and Mr. Sifton, each $2,446.
At this same  session. (1903)
“Billy” Maclean and yriah Wilson,
of Lennox, tried to.secure the re-
peal of the companion . statute
which increased members' indem-
nities to $2,607, but found them-
celves up against a stone wall.
When the division took place on the
cecond reading of this measure the
vote stood 9 for to 167 against, both
leaders, .Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr.
Borden, speaking and voling
against it. Some day when finan-
cial conditions are better and public
opinicen is more amenable, Parlia-
ment may restore a modified an-
nuity for former cabinet ministers
on the lines of the British system.
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DOLL FESTIVAL IS CANCELLED

IN JAPAN
TOKIO, March 7—The little
girls of all Japan - today cele-

brated the one-day. of the year
especially set apart for them ,the
doll festival.

But the empire’s crisis laid its

blight on childhood pleasures at
the Imperial Palace, where the
«doll feast” of the three = small
daughters of the Emperor and
Empress was cancelled

While anxious princes and

statesmen ,came and went at the
alace, advising the august father
of the little girls, the three princes-
ses remained in their apartments.
Japanese girlhcod custom from
time immemorial has prescribed
that a feast shall mark the Hina
Matsuri, literally “pestival of the
Little Ones,” but more commonly
known is the doll festival the
third day of the third moon of the

ar.

ye'I"he Hina Matsurl centres in
Japanese homes around the doll
display, which varies in lavishness
according to the wealth  of the

family.

Had the little princesses been al-
owed to enjoy the doll ceremony,
their collection would have heen
all that.the heart of girlhood could
desire. There would have been &
minature palace containing &
magnificent set of dolls in the
conventional Japanese pattern —
the Emperor and the Empress of
the dolls seated high on their
thrones, with courd ladies, court

jclans, soldiers and officials,

ned in the dark and sprung sud-
denly,” “a wholesa’le and reckless
rald on the treasury” were some of
the expressions hurled at Parlia-
ment and the government.

One of the points emphasized by
the critics was the method of
awwarding the allowance to ex-min-
\sters, In Gireat Britain pensions
were granted by the Crown only
upon application; and this had to
declaration by the
applicant that he was in absolute
need, These pensions were abolished
entirely in April, 1024, except for
ex-Lord Chancel'ors, two of whom,
Lord Hailsham and Lord Buckmas-
ter, each recélved $25,000 peér an-
num, These gentlemen are on the
pension 1ist today. \

The opposition in Canada steadily
Increased,  Political  assoclations,
Liberal and Conservative alike de-
nounced the legislation, and in the
by-elections of November, follewing
the enactment of the statute the
curious spectacle - was seen of the
new postmaster general, Mr. A. B.

Mr. Hyman, min-

, and
Ister of publle works, taking pro-
nounced exception _the legisla-
Hon, while on the other hand, Mr.

Fisher, minister of agriculture; Mr.
Paterson, minister of customs, and
Bir, Bdward Kemp, were defending
ever, Was
much for the administration, At
of 1006 Mr. Fielding in-
the annul-
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doing s0
obvious unpovularity of this
particular measure, Fe expressed
the opinon, however, that the prin-
“of the mh‘:&m was sound.

He thought there no more rea-
Canadian judge, after
; for a perlod of

£

too | béfore

all arrayed in robes of ancient
style, on tiny shelves pelow  the

soverelgn

The Imperial houschold —an-
nounced that the formal  cele-
bration of the birthday of the

Empress Nagako on March 6 also
had been postponed indefinitely .
SR

HOT OIL TREATMENTS
y COST BUT LITTLE

Scalp treatments from now un-
til you get your mid-winter per=
manent are in order. This is the
time to resume use of the Hair
prush you shelved just  before
Christmas, and, in the rush of get=
ting the children back to school
and replenishing your winter vard-
robe, forgot to bring out again.
Use it every night.

Also, do something about the hot
oil treatments you've been promis-
ing yourself. Tnese require  little
expenditure. Simply massage warm
olive oil into your saclp the night
pefrve you intend to shampoo leave
it on while you sleep and wash out
next morning.

It your last permanent was en-
tiraly  satisfactory, by all means
have the same kind again. Other-
wise, make it your business to
Jearn something about permanents
you make an appo.ntment.
nsist on a well known, recog-

brand anu just to be sure you
are getting what you pus(bfor, see
that ‘he hbe&’oh the pads are
marked with trade name of the
type you've ordered . . :

Insist, too, on an experienced op-
erator. It's all very well to be good
natured and widing to help the
young get a startin the world, but

during a perma

is no time to begin . A permanent

these days. However, you might as
well _be cautious in your cheice.
Let Your sense be your guide.
It will tell you that good perman-
ents, like clothes are in the long
run, more economival than bar-
gains unless, “bargain” means &

product at a cheaper price—

nt wave sesslon

no’ a cheap proGuct at a - cheap
price .

cent Friday, while the pound '8«
ing at $4.98 3-4, showed a loss of
3-8 of a cent.

MO March ' 8 —The
United States dollar remained un-
changed at par on Mountreal for~
elgn exchanges Saturday while the
pound sterling dipped 1-4 cent to

off 02 1-4 cents at 6.65 cents.

]
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