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White Python

By Mark Channing, Author of
“King Cobra”

The two men halted for a mom-

ent,
~ ‘Suddenly the Lepcha uttered an
exclamation.

Far
side could be heard the flat, shivery
tinkle of falling shale,

“A mountain goat! Go forward!”
said Gray in subdued tones.
, “Nay!” whispered back the Lep-
cha, hoarsely. '

The next next second there float-

up that sloping black hill-|

alanche, :

“Run!” shouted Gray. , .
Then the avalanche struck
Lepcha, whi

, who
was now some twenty years ahead
of him, carrying away the narrow
ledge between them, and leaving in
its place a sloping, sliding, smooth-

ness.

Commending his soul to his
maker, Gray dug his toes into the
shifting mountainside, and made his
way upwards.

After a perilous curved course up
the hillside, he struck the continu-
ation of the ledge the other side of
the breach,

He found the Lepcha searching
for his beloved ban which had slip-
ped from his hand,

From directly above them, and

‘them. |-

ed down to them the sound of a|

Controversy always follows the introduction
of any new scientific discovery. But no dis-

: slithering rapidly down on to them,
y etc. Geta box to-day ! SE s AR B =

covery in years, probably, has caused so
much heated discussion and had so’ far-
reéaching effects as this one, See what hap-
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Lepcha Hears the Voice of the Naljonpa

= Only Scents pound. man shouting. was coming what sounded like a
; : “Oh, ye who slew that which [secand, smaller avalanche,

served me!” it cried, “ye will not|' A hoarse scream out of the dark-
escapel I, who can vell the face of [ ness, and a sprawling human body
the moon at my will, I will destroy | hurtled down. Knocking the Lep-
ye! . ... See!” cha's feet from under him, it shot

Into the tanse sflence .‘came the into space.

sound of the scrunching of a heavy| The Lepcha, half-buried in ‘the
stone on the shale, followed by & |shale that had flowed over him, was
dull thud that was immediately fol- sliding rapidly downwards,

lowed by ' another. Then other, Gray seized a projecting arm, and
quicker, louder, thuds—minglea |throwing his great weight ' back-
with a harsh, rapidly increasing wards, tugged the little man to saf-
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below.
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“Within the first hour after the
reins of power are in your hands,
Khan,” said K. B. impressively,
brushing aside the Khan's thanks,
“remember to flash the mirror in
the way I have explained! Gtanding
on a high place, let its face be dir-
ected to the sun, so that the light
‘| from it shall leap towards the sum-

a small wayside shrine some ten beaten to a jelly and left to regal
yards away, whose tall bamboo poles | the vultures!” growled the Khamb
fluttering with votive flags, showed| wLying at the ioot of the shrin
up clear out against the starlit sky.| the Mongol kept his eyes fixed o0
““This beast—" began the Mongol.| the now peacefully munching J
“We will look after thy beast!| The kilties, and the bundle th
Keep thy hands from our bundi

a finger against you,” he went on,
grimly, “India is ready to send an
arm to your aid. And they know it!
+ « ¢ « 1 go, now, to meet the Gak-
hor lama,” continued the little
Bengali. = “I will tell him you have
gone back to your people. But trav-

their path. It was the brother of
K. B.s servant.

That said, he began to howl and
weep, and beat his breast violently,
ceasing only to suddenly upbraid the
patient carrier for its disloyalty In
following its new masters,

tested a burly Sikkim trader, strad-
dling =is legs, “if ye are tak.ng
away the beast of the master, how
shall the servant hope to.be paid,”
In Tibet, a yak is often vhe sum
total of a man’s wolrdly possessions,
outside his cooking pots.
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As for materials, rough  crepe sword, and night had fallen when the| ‘The Khamba leader glanced at| ‘Amid a murmur

silk print resembling a monotone,
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mit of the mountain that is named
Chomolo, Until a flash answer it, let
it continue to be so flashed. In this
manner I shall know that the time
has lﬁome for certain things to hap-
pen

“Chorjieff Khan has threatened

pen, think you?” .

“Nothing will happen—of thaf
kind! answered XK. B, decisively.
“You are leading your people back
to your own country and leaving
Tibet for ever. The Dalai Lama is
ready to make a treaty with you.
What cause can there be for war,
therefore? They will not dare to lift

AMomingSmilc

el with lightning  speed, Khan
Sahib! ’I‘here‘ §s not a moment to be
lost! « & 4

Properly speaking, what was call-
ed the garden of the gompa was no
garden at all, but a weed and
grass-grown open space in which

A man came forward to meet him.
It was the naljorpa,

“The Gekhor* lama awaits ' you,
Rimpoche,” he sald. And leaning
back his weight on the chain of &
snow-leopard he was leading, he
passed on.

As K, B, neared the rendezvous he

al
of night. But K. B. liid come here
and that purpose

“Where go ye, Khans?” he. de-
manded, courageously enough, since
his nearest approach to a weapon
was a short spit he used for toast-
ing collops of meat over a fire.
“That beast is surely the property
of one who owes me much moneyl”

complicated for him by the yak
lowering its shaggy head and giving
a series of loud snorts, and begin-
ning to back into the crowd.

“The man is right, Khan!” pro-

cursed

An idea came to the Khamba
leader. He could deal with this ac-
Mongol, later, if only they
could get away from this steadily
gathering crowd.

‘Lead thou the beast, then!” he
sald. “When we reach the next

of approval from
o M

Some hours later the leader of
the Khambas called a halt.

“Here we rest for a short whilel”
he sald to the Mongol. “Go apart
and sleep”over there!” He indloated
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and cease croaking,

lest thou be

(Continued on ‘Page 6)
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