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The Railway Situation

The settlement of the threatened railway
strike on the basis of a 17-cents-an-hour increase
has averted a major crisis in our transportation
system, and perhaps in our whole industrial econ-
omy. So dependent have we become upon con-
tinuous railway operation, that the very threat of
a tieup is enough to cause widespread loss and
inconvenience. No other Province in Canada is
more affected in this regqsd than Prince Edward
Island, and the question dMses whether this con-
dition of affairs can be permitted to go on in-

definitely.
No doubt when the Premiers of the
seven dissenting Provinces appear again before

the Dominion Cabinet on July 20 in connection
with the freight rates increase, they will be met
with the argument that the railway strike settle-
ment has made the rates boost imperatgve. This
point—that the railways need more revenue —is
not the essential one though it has been so mis-
represented in the Central Provinces. In asking
for the appointment of a Royal Commission to
make @ full inquiry into the rail transportation
situation, and for the suspension of the order of
the Board of Trarsport Commissioners putting
the 31 per cent rates increase into effect, our
Maritime spokesmen plainly indicated that they
were protesting against the discriminatory na-
ture of the Commissioners’ findings.

The discriminatien so far as Prince Edward Is-
land is concerned is strikingly obvious. Our farm
and fishery products, except for a small percent-
age moved to the mainland by water, must go
by rail and as a result pay full freight charges.
At the same time the production of other Pro-
vinces—and particularly of the Central Provin-
ces—can reach large consuming centres over
paved roads adapted to the use of large trucks
that can be operated profitably on a mileage
basis. The railways cut their rate to meet this
competition, operating this service at a loss, while
they reimburse themselves by collecting the full
additional increase from the long-haul carload
traffic already paying its way.

This means that the mainland farmer —par-
ticularly the -Central Canadian farmer —enjoys
a special rate to move his produce by rail, be-
cause a truck can do the work at less cost, while
Prince Edward Island preduce, by reason of the
lack of truck competition, must pay the full rate
every time. With every increase in rates impos-
ed, this discrimination becomes more marked.

Hence the increase in railway wages is beside
the point so far as our objection to the so-called
"horizontal” freight rates increase is concerned.
Pending an adjustment of the rates situation
through a Royal Commission inquiry, any prov-
en financial need of the railways should be met
by interim subsidy from the Federal treasury. In
this way the burden would be distributed equally,
and not left to be shouldered —as it undoubted-
ly will be under the Transport Commissioners’
tindings —by the Provinces farthest removed
from the big centres of wealth and industry.

No Government can flout the just demands
of seven Provinces with impunity. If the King
Government persists in its stubborn refusal to
face the issue in this case, it may provoke a crisis
even more serious than that of a temporary rail-
way strike, involving our whole Confederation
setup.

An Island Champlon

The late Hon. R. B. Hanson, former leader
of the Progressive Conservative party in the
House of Commons, was not only a distinguish-
ed parliamentarian but one to whom Prince Ed-
ward Island owed a very special debt. During
the months and years immediately follow-
ing the loss of the S.S. Charlottetown, Mr. Han-
son was outspoken in pressing our: transportation
grievances on the floor of the House. At times
his was the only voice raised on our behalf, and
on every other occasion, when the subject of our
car ferry requirements was brought up, ‘he
promptly gave his support. He even incurred
criticism for not minding the business of his own
constituency, in his constant advocacy of our
claims. \

A former Mayor of Predericton, N.B., Mr.
Hanson entered Parliament in 1921 and under
the Bennett Government held the portfolio of
Minister of Trade and Commerce. He became
acting Conservative leader after the retirement
of the late Hon. Dr. Manion and held that post
until the appointment as House leader of Mr.
Gordon Graydon. In Mr. Graydon diso, and in
Mr. J. R. MacNicol, of Toronto-Davenport, “this
Province has had able champions om many oc-
casions, 2

Business Not To Blame

Of the report of the prices comniittee of the
“House of Commons, Mr. Max Freedman, Ottawa
correspondent of the Winnipeg Free Press, writes:

”Attempt is being made to lay the blame for
Increased prices on Canadian business. The
overvhelming evidence cited in the report, to-
gether with its own conclusions, emphatically
disprove this charge. Only a small and unrep-
resentative minority sought to exact unreason-
able or unjust profits. The influence of hoarding
or speculation by business firms as a factor in
driving up prices was found to be negligible.
Prices have risen not because of wicked indivi-
duals ‘or because of ‘profiteering’ but primarily
becduse of deep-seated economic causes, both in
this country ‘and abroad. - That is one of the re-
-oii‘j.ngior conclusions.”
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Governor-General in residence.
* * * *

Scouters' Gilwell Training Course at Camp
.Borden.

- L L ] L

There was heavy emigration of commercial
travellers and others yesterday in anticipation
of the railway strike.

* L] L *

Sir Charles Dalton would have been delight-
ed to honour the International Fur Breeders’
Conference had he been spured to be here; as
it is he was present in spirit.

" * * *

The jokes about the plumber and his tools
are legion but a news story from Toronto tops
them all. This particular plumber. borrowed a
car to go back for his tools and was away fof

two months.
* * * L]

strikes always seem to be in fields that harm the
public even more than the parties concerned. Now
a strike of tax collectors or alarm clock makers
would prebably raise” unions in public esteem.

* * * L

Perhaps the most memorable speech the late

lamented R. B. Hanson made in Parliament was
that in which he bitterly declared he had to bor-
row money in order to pay his Income Tox. It
touched the heart sympathetically of all—and
their name is legion—similarly situated.

* * * *

An exchange reports that after playing for
eight hours a large console type radio melted
filling the house with smoke but doing no other
damage. This marks a real advance in radio
construction. Any radio played for eight hours
on end should be designed to melt into scrap.

* * *

A major cause of fires both indoors and out
is the cigarette carelessly dropped in inflammable
material. The ready-made cigarette is treated
to continue burning so that it provides a high-
ly effective igniter. There would be a decided
drop in the number of fires if all cigarettes
burned only as long as the smoker continued to
draw as is the case with hand rolled ones:

‘* * * »

The Democratic convention at Philadelphia
does not appear to be so noisily exuberant as
its predecessor there of the Republican blend.
This may be because delegates are not over-en-
thusiastic about shouting for the only candidate
apparently available, President Truman, who was
alleged from the outset to have the nomination
"in the bag.”

* *

Due to political pressure, it is alleged, the
Pownal St. site for” the proposed new public
building is to be abandoned, avd an endeavpur
made to secure the block of property at the cor-
ner of Prince and Grafton, running back to
Hensley St. Possibly expropriation will be
necessary. The former site had already been
approved by the Provincial Government and City
Council.

L * * *

An agricultural authority advises that the
Swiss fighting cows, known as Val Dherens, are
not to be confused with the animals used in the
bull ring. These are trained on bran soaked in
special white wine in preparation for the tourna-
ments every spring in the Alpine valleys to de-
cide which shall be christened “Queen of
Queens.” The winners are traditionally reward-
ed with the best grazing grounds from which
other cows are excluded. They must be the
aristocrats of the farm world.

* * * *

The fact that Australian rabbits climb trees
is now officially confirmed by Sir George Jenkins,
South Australia’s Minister for Agriculture. He
said the other day that he would not have be-
lieved it if he had not seen the rabbits doing -it
during his recent tour of the hLorl'h, where rain
has not fallen for seven months. The rabbits
climbed to a height of eight or nine feet and
stripped the bark from the branches. Other rab-
bits were below, waiting for the leaves to fall
when disturbed by the operations of the top rab-
bits.

’ L] L] * &

Quite a long time ago (says The Printed
Word) the kindly people of the western world de-
cided *that no person would starve. From the
Elizabethan poor laws, designed to help only the
indigent, poor relief has developed until theré are
now no real fears from the cradle to the grave,
except the fear of work; at least fear of work of
the kind mentioned in the third chapter of Gene-
sis after Eve acquired that - New Look. Yet
there is another, fear—the fear that Canada,
about the healéhiest nation on earth, will not be
able to acquire hospital beds fast enough for the
people who will climb into them at the tox-
payers’ expense,

» L] L]

Hegira. History of Islamic legal system is divis-
viblo ipto four periods: (1) Legislative commencing
with Hegira, or the Prophets Flight to Medina this
date (A.D. 632); laws divinely revealed and pro-
mulgated in the Koran, and in Hudith or Tra-
ditions, inspired precepts of Mohammed. (2) From
AD. 632 to 8th century A.D.,, a period of.col-
lection and interpretation. (3) From the 8th to
the 10th cenaury A.D., foundation of the four
Sunni schools of jurisprudence, differing chiefly
in details, (4) From 10th Century A.D. to the
present: development of previous work. Islamic
law regulates the entire public and private re-
lations of Moslems mutually and with non-Mos-
lems. Among the more interesting legal institu-
tions are Wagf, transference of usufructua
rights without property vesting in any individual;
jehad, religious war declarable against a hostile,
non-Moslem state; inheritance laws, marriage
laws, permitting four wives, but entitling each
to equal treafment, to separate property, to dow-
er from husband on marriage, to paternity of all
children born in wedlock, and to divorce,

.
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It seems a pity that strikes and threats of '
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-Notes By The Way-

It’s more pleasant when the low-
down on people is high praise. —
Kitchener-Waterloo Record.

Those of us who - have trouble
cleaning our glasses will .sympa-
thize with whoever has to keep
that 200-inch telescope lens in Cali-
fornia clean, — Edmonton Journal.

Eighty Barred Rock roosters, two
months old, are advertised for sale.
If you have neighbors you don't
like and who love the early morn-
ing quiet, buy 'em and put ‘em in
your back yard, — Port Arthur
News-Chronicle.

It is surely a sign of the modern
spirit when the Church of Engiand
decides it needs and must possess
in its service a “publicity agent,”
notes the’ London Free Press. In
any case the church assembly in
London has approved such an ap-
pointment. The actual title of the
new appointee is to be chief infor-
mation board. Total costs of board
and secretary have been estimated
at $52,000 anhually and no less a
prelate than the Archbishop of
Canterbury has approved the pro-
posal — Sydney Post Record

A new scientific discovery which
guarantees permanent moth-proof
woollen cloths has been announc-

Yed in London by the International

Wool Secretariat The discovery
hinges on years of research into
means of making wool indigestib.e
to moth grubs The usual method of
mothproofihg has been to add anti-
moth chemicals to the surface of
the fibre and this has always had
the drawback that the chemicais
eventually washed off Now, by
soaking wool in a certain solution,
the fibres can be rapidly changed
from the moth grub’s . favourite
food to something it can't aigest
at all — Fredericton Gleaner

John Gould, in “The House
That Jacob Built” (Morrow), tells
of a brace of M.IT. professors
who spent a winter night in a
Maine cabin.:-They were impressed
by the way a native guide had set
up his stove four feet off the floor
on chunks of wood, from which it
did a remarkable job of heating
the room. A computation of the
floor area and cubic content show-
ed that the stove’s heat output
was tremendously increased by ifs
position. Amazed that an unedu-
cated woodsman could have figur-
ed out a thing like that, they
questioned him. “How did you
manage to figure it so closely
without referring to any mathe-
matical  tables?” they asked.
“Well,” the guide answered, “I
just had so much pipe ana wnere
the pipe ended I had to prop the
stove up and attach it.” — Satur-
day Review of Literature.

Tow Dewey has learned a lot in
four years. He has learned, mainly,
about his own strength. He is suie
of himself now, and he wasnt tour
years ago. Today his deep laugh is
slow and easy. Four years ago there
was a nervous and uneasy quality
about it. The voters then sensed
there was something wrong in the
Dewey personality. Franklin Roose-
velt, with that sixth sense of hie,
knew it and worked unmercifully
on Tom Dewey's weakness. Close
friends of the Governor explain
that the death of Franklin Roose-
velt — the one man who cowd
hurt Dewey —has made him caim-

his own satisfagtion that he has
been a good Governor, efficient and
fective. He has learned how to
make government administration
seemingly as effortless as fishing
in a sleepy country stream. He has
discovered how to poke and per-
suade a Legislature into action. —
Tris Coffin, in New York Post.

Although there has been a great
increase in hunting in North Am-
erica since the end of tne war, the
suggestion made in Parliament that
Canada and the United States
should declare a closed season for
duck may not be practicable. For
one reason, many states across the
border have no financial appro-wia-
tion, as in Canada, for their game
commissions, but depend upon re-
venue from hunting and fishing
licences. An international close sea-
son treaty would mean financial
loss and thus lessen such game
protection as-already exists. For-
tunately, there is little cause for
alarm as yet. Officlals of the Ca-
nadian Government say that ' for
two years past hunting restrictions
both here and in the United States
have become ' progressively moré
severe, and the prospect is that
both the season and the bag will
be further limited this year. Thus,
they hope not only to maintain but
even to increase the duck nopula-
tion without stopped hunting. —
Ottawa Citizen,

‘Countless admirers of the lovely
and historic 8t. John River, who
lgment the passing of the pictures-
que passenger steamers from he
scene, can find some consolation at
least in one traditional and une
changing feature of travel on the
big stream: this Summer, as for
more than:half a century of Sum-
mers past, intrepid Dr., Willlam
MacIntosh {s personally guiding &
flotilla of canoes on an expeaition
that combined vacationing pleasure
and the thrill of scientific discovery
In his eightieth year, the retired
director of the New Brunswick Mu-
seum is as keen as ever to explore
the landscape of the river and its
numerous by-ways for relics of In-
dian days and thé period of Eng-
lish-French strife. Dr. MacIntosh
.is not allowing reproachful Father
Time to modify the scope of his
19048 itinerary, Already his fjrst
party is paddling its way up to
the St. John on a two-week out-
ing, and in July he will take an-
other canoe excursion from Pokiok
Falls, above Fredericton, on &
maonth-long, devious, leisurely
course. —Saint John Telegraph-
Journs®

er and_swer, He has learned to|

Notes From

Another Island
By “Anson”

LONDON, England — The Royal
Borough of Kensington, that part
.of London to the west of the ex-
‘pensive West End, has a large pop-
ulation of people who are often
called the “arty-crafty” types.

They are the people who have
the most “English” of English ac-
cents and are very much concern-
ed -with the cultural arts. is
elther because they earn their liv-
ing (or at any rate try) as musi-
cians, artists, poets, sculptors and
such like, or because ¢hey feel that
as they live in Kensington they
ought to abide by the accepted
Kensington tradition and be fam-
iliar with the arts as a hobby
and chief interest.

There’s nothing wrong with
them, of course—they are mostly
very nice people—but not generally
the kind T mean when I speak
about “ordinary folk,” the solid,
down-to-earth chaps who prefer a
pint of beer to a Rembrandt por-
trait, or a game of footbal to an
exhibition of modern sculpture;
the chaps who like to be left in
peace and not messed about, and
who have a hearty dislike of samy
kind of affectation.

Consequently it may Thave
seemed unusual, if not down-right
peculiar, to see thousands of these
ordinary chaps one evening rec-
ently in Kensington. There were
so many of them that they stood
out all the more from the general
Kensington population. They were
nearly all dressed neatly but quiet-
ly in their Sunday best, many
wearing the sort of standard-pat-
tern suit that every demobilized
serviceman was_ {ssued with,

They all crowded into the Roya'
Albert Hall, Kensington's massiv-
concert hall, and though that was
unusual, too, it supplied the rea-
don for the violation of the Royal
Borough's “arty-crafty” atmosphere.
It was Burma Reunion night, and
these ordinary men were all ex-
members of the not-so-ordinary
14th Army and its attendant forces,
who fought thé® Japs yard-by-yard
out of Burma.

They gathen for a reunion each
year to sing their favorite songs
together, hear a concert by some
of the.performers who entertain-
ed them in the jungles, and to hear
speeches by their old commanding
general and their old Supreme
Commander, Lord Louis Mountbat-
ten, cousin of King George VI.
They talk over old times, recall in-
cidents in the campeign and en-
joy drinks and smokes in the sort
of comfort they used to dream
about three years ago.

The Royal Albert Hall has seen
a good many of the most disting-
uished personages of the world in
its history, but surely never a gath-
ing so steeped in ‘bashful glory as
on Bunna Reunion night. Perhaps
to call them ordinary folk is al-
most an insult!

. - L] -

A remarkable old man came to
visit us last week—an old friend of
my wife's family, He has been
most things in his lifetime, from
London {-driver to deep-sea
fisherman, Ybut one thing he has
never been is miserable, despite
more than a fair share of mlis-
fortune.

A terrible accident many years
ago, followed by attacks of sev-
ere rheumatism, left h'm crippled
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PASTORAL _

Summer is standing still along this

road .

Where wild blackberries hang from

dusty vines,

An ancient wagon creaking with

its load

Complains to distant hills and

towering pines.

Time stops for just a emoment to

record

Tranquility against some future
day.

A reservoir of peace that can be

stored

And drawn upon when summer

slips away.

—Viney Wider in the New Yo{k
es,
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Old Charlottetown
(And P. E. 1)
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PROROGATION SPEECH

“In remarking how little has
resulted from the present meet-
ing of the General Assembly, I
am bound to declare my sense of
your patient 160 to 1

in the

Be smart—keep a cool head o through the hottest days of summer. Treat your-
self to a really goodlooking str.w hat today. Make our store your first stop.

* We've
under the sun.

To Suit

Every
Face

every ftype straw
Smart styles

best quality ot the

lowest price.

$1.95 to $6.50

GABARDINE 'SUMMER SLACKS Al Sizes

8.75 w

HENDERSON & CUDMORE

(WHERE QUALITY IS SURE |

and deformed to a shocking de-
gree, but, as always; misfortune
seemed to give him a spur. Not
being content to sit about, an in-
valld for the rest of his life, he
actually bullt himself a car! Just
a box on three wheels, with only
enough room for himself and his
starting handle, but it gets him

, around—if someone will start up

the engine for him as he hasn't,
enough strength to swing the han-
dle himself. d

And I do mean it gets him
around. He lives up in the North
country now, but the 200-mile
journey to visit his relatives in
London is nothing to him in what
he calls “his Rolls-Royce.” (It
would almost fit into the luggage
boot of any real Rolls-Royce car).
When his married son was ex-
pected home from the Navy after
the war, the old man decorated the
house throughout. To do the ceil-
ings he had to lie on his back on a
wooden plank stretched between
two pairs of steps, because he can-
not life a hand above his head.
Soon after that, his daughter-in-
law sold the house and left him—
& widower—practically ~homeless,
physically broken as he is. But it
wasn’t the hardship of it that wor-
ried him—only the ingratitude.
Next year he will qualify for an
old age pension. “Which,” he
says, “Is ridiculous. I can’t im-
agine myself drawing an old age
pe:ls}on — I don't feel old enough
) yet!”

_New Books

servative — by Fred G. Clark and
Richard Stanton Rimanoezy. (D.
Van Nostrand Co. (Canada) Ltd,

and of your perfect readiness to
co-operate in every salutary
measufe,

“I have had great satisfaction
in affording you ample time and
opportunity for examining and
investigating whatever relates’ to
the public expenditure, In this,
and in all other respects, I have
been actuated by the most sincere
desire to pay very marked atten-
tion to your privileges. If  this
conduct on my part has not been
altogether' met on yours by =&
correspondent degree of liberality,
and confidence, it is & matter
that, however it may form a
ground for political regret, 1,
upon  constitutional principles,

stances, the detaining you longex
together does not seem  likely to
lead to any beneficial end, it be«
comes expedient to release you
from further attendance, and to
terminate the session. ; ;

January

Tt , $3).

This book is dedicated to mil-
lions of unhappy citizens in all
walks of life who have found
themselves branded for the 1last
sixteen years with the name “con-
servative.” ‘Though, for the most
part, they are the only 20th Cen-
tury liberals left, belleving in the
dignity of the individual as much
a8 In the power of the state, their

HEATING EQUIPMENT -
OF °

ALL TYPES

ELECTRIC

GENERAL STOVE AND
FURNACE CO.

Phone 1880 - Gt. Geo. St.

1814.. He did not convene the
House agaly until July, 1817,

voices have for long been stifled.
This book {s written for them—
and for all lovers of freedom. It
deals with the fundamentals of
our social, political and economic
life, and the things that lie at the
roots of the nation. It deals with
honor, integrity, reliability and
thrift, and other old-fashioned vir-
tues. It is, at long last, a clear,
unsparing, brilliant analysis of the
kind of thinking, the kind of talk-

v

ing, the kind of action that threat<
ens us, and—more important — it
iniludes exact directions for meet-
ing those threats.

17-YEAR MONOPOLY

4 A patent gives an inventor or his
heirs the exclusive right to make,
use and sell his invention for 17
years,
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