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good

JEWELRY—a large assortment of sets

color for any wardrobe

finest leathers ..........

Little Packages

To Scatter
Around the Tree

Small surprises . . . little extras to gcatter among the.

big things in his pile urder the Christmas tree!

ceve.. 75¢ up

TIE-AND-HANDKERCHIEF SETS—a spot of

$1.00 up

BELTS—every man will welcome one more. In

ceveees eeessessed 8100 up

SUSPENDERS—if he's never worn "em, now’s a

time to try! ..ivviiiiiiiiiiiieniienaeiaes T8C Up

For More Ideas
Come in and Browse
Through Our

GIFT SECTION

2 wtltunmunm ey

«, . . gnd so well have to ao
serything possible to keep little
.axlx-gg‘lphgfrom learning the truth,
vs. Hobson announced with, Xrlm
vehemence to her husband. fter
all, what's Christmas without

Santa_Claus?”
“Go eds!” Charles exclaim-
o Butch's favoulite ex.

in
o, BOrTOWI didn't think any kids

ld boy nowadays.
in the o Y He's 80

believed
Aend Butch, of all kids!

anly— ,
m“Razyndolph isn't fust any kid, he's
my nephew,” Helen Hobson re-

" plled tartly. Her only sister was
now indulging in a 1E:mlonged hos-
pital rest. “Randolp! is our re-

for the time being and
we simply must give him the fin-
est Christmas possible. Manly or|
not, he's still a little boy and, !

Charles,” she finished grandly,
“we must protect his faith in San.
ta Claus!”

P

“Did you tell Santa what you
wanted?”

The next afternoon Helen proud-
ly took her place among the fond
parents who watched their children
cautiously approach the bearded,
red-robed :lﬁure seated on a white
throne in Kerbinger's toy depart-
ment, She nearly cried when
Butch, a wide grin on his round
face, marched straight up to Santa
Claus and engaged him in earnest
conversation. “Did you tell Santa
what you wanted?” she asked in a
tremulous voice when Butch re-
Joined her,

The boy smiled up at her, ard
Mrs. Hobson's heart nsarly meited
from the warmth in his black eyes.
“Sure I did, Aunt Helen,” and
he recounted the long list.

“These children around here are
80 sophisticated,” she told Charles
that evening. “I'm afraid one of
them will talk about Christmas and
Santa Claus and ruin everything.”

Charles rubbed his head. “Chil.
dren will chatter, Helen,” he re-
minded her, “You can't change
Butch into a clam overnight.”

[ “If Randolph doesn't discuss
i Santa Claus with his friends, he
won't learn the truth,” Helen ex-
plained with jubilant impatience.

“It might work, at that,” Charles
admitted doubtfully,

It was with misgiving, therefore,
that Charles, on a Saturday after-
noon when Helen was downtown,
heard Butch and a playmate ven-
ture a few words on the approach.
ing Yuletide. Charles- wag reclin-
ing on the couch near the bay win-
dow and could plainly hear the
words through the glass. “Did you
see that machine gun‘in Kerbin-
ger’'s toyland?” Butch's companion
asked.

“You mean the one over near
3anta Claus?”  Butch arried.
Sure, T saw it. It was swelll”

Santa Claus! Charles held. his
reath as he heard Butch’s play-
ate laugh, “That Santa Claus,”
he boy giggled. “What a clown!
Iow can they expect a guy to be.
ileve in Santa Claus? As if there
cculd be any such thing!”

Charles scrambled for the front
door. Poor Butch—the poor kid—
and just a few days before Christ-
mas, too. Charles jerked the door
open and bounded to the porch.
“Butch!”

Yes, Uncie Charles,” .came the
slow reply, and Butch peered a-
round the corner of the house.
H's dark eyes were solemn, Gone
was his familiar _smile,

“Aw Butch,” Chirleg mumbled,

stumbling down the porch steps to
meet the boy. “Butch, I wish this
hadn't happened. I don’t know
what to say—" his voice phreatened
to_break, and he stopped.
. Butch looked at the ground for
a moment, then raised his eyes.
“I'm sorry too, Uncle Georgé,” he
. “I forgot T was so close to
||{ | the house, T di“w" want you and
Aunt Helen to know.

Charles’ bra.n .. w.aped as if he
had received 2 blow between the
| eyes from the hcof of one of jolly

old St. Nick's r'ndeer “Wh—
what's that, Butch?”

“Why, I didn’t want
Aunt Helen to know about me and
Santa Claus,” Butch .went on in
serious vein “I was sure you could
take it, Unk, but Aunt Helen—aw,
shucks, I've been having a great
time with her, Uncle George. She
gets a big kick out of me acting as
it I believe in Santa Claus, so don't
tell her the truth, Golly Neds, I
don’t want to spoil her Christmas!”

REINDEER OFTEN FIGURE IN
4 NORTHERN MYTH
AND LEGENDS

Reindeer figure often'in northern

myth and folklore, One version of
the legend of Wayland, the smith,
Wayland and his two brothers leave
Finland for the south on their
reindeer.dmwn sleighs, The moun-
tain _elves try to stop them and

| ‘Wayland’s brothers lash their céine
deer to force them the elves,
Angry 'because the three are de.
serting their homes, but even more
because of the blows given the pa-
tient deer, the elves curse the &vo

brothers, singing:

“Bec;use Slagfid struck his rein.

eer
Because Eigel struck
Ouv; hlm-ed shall follo!
A,

ing Finland, but beca

not his reindeer” the :

er. The two bfotmt’v

and tragically, but fla

many troubles, wins

had h&. | becomes

PEmith of

you andf

The Merry Christmas
Emblem *

husband of Queen Victoria  was
responsible for making the Christ-
mas tree popular in Britain, the
real origin of the custom dates
back many centuries, Tradition
tells us that the early Christians
of northern Europe found that an
evergreen tree was being used by
the barbarians as an object round
which to dance during the festivie
ties that were held in: connection
with one of their pagan gods.

The Christians‘ rather liked the
idea, and adapted it to their own

versary of the birth of Jesus,

An evergreen tree was always
selected for the religious rite, he-
cause the leaves of such a tree re-
main always green throughout the
year; analagous with it was their
faith, which must live in strength
and steadfastness all through the
time until their festival came round
again,

The old folk lore of Northern

* Europe gives us a story of St, Win-

frid. Many people believed that
he was the man who instigated
the use of a fir tree to commem-
orate the festival of Christmas,

Symbol From Heaven

The legend has it that when he
was p-eaching one Christmas mo:n-
ing to a large concourse of people
he wanted to illustrate a point in
his sermon very forcibly. To do
this effectively, he ordered a band
of men to hew down an oak irge,
which was an object of worship "to
those pagans, A wide space was
made for the tree to crash to the
ground, and when it did so, all the
other trees in the near vicinity
were more or less damaged, except
cne. This was a fir tree growing
quite close to the trunk of the fell-
ed oak.

St. Winfrid was impressed by the
incident, and immedicyely told the
people that what they had just wit-
nessed was*a symbol from heaven
as to now they ought to live, That
little tree so near the oak and still
standing erect when all the other
adjacent trees had been damaged,
was meant to signify that they
must lead an upright life and, by
good example, point the way to
heaven, even as that little tree was
doing. He suggested that the fir
tree should be regarded henceforth
as their holy tree at Christmas
time,

The converts found the idea at-
tractive and ever afterwards .ok
a little fir tree into their homes
at Christmas and knelt before ft in
silent worship,

The custom of decorating it with
lights and small gifts was not in-
augurated till centuries later. This
occurred early In the sixteenth
century, when small candles were
fixed to the branches by the simple
method of melting the lower end
of the candles and moulding the
softened tallow to the “needles”
of the fir tree, The wire clips that
we use today were, of course un-
dreamt of at that time,

Star From Heaven

Travelling southwards, the cus-
tom of setting up a Christmas tree
was first adopted in Germany dur-
ing the time of Martin Luther.
This was in the fifteenth century,
but it was not until the eighteenth
that the practice became popular
in that country, By this time little
presents and articles of adornment
were hung on the tree,

Sweden was the first country to
adopt the pretty custom of fixing
& star to the very top of the Christ-
mas tree, Being bright and silvery,
it is very noticeable and who would
deny its fitness and significance.

The tree is set up in the sitting-
room by the Swedish housewife
and she locks the door so that the
children shall not see it until the
proper time, With the help of her
eldest daughter or a friend, it is
loaded with gifts, sweets, tinsel,
tiny flags, glass bells and balls, and
candles. Presents for the family
are reposing in a basket near by.

At 430 on Christmas Eve the
door is unlocked and the family—
together with servants if any-—file
into the enchanted room, gay with
its lighted tree. They join hands
and go round the tree in a circle,
singing carols, In some houses they
go into every room in the house
chanting—“Now Yule is here a-
gain.” Then they repair to the
kitchen where a good Christmss
supper is spread.

On The Altar

The Swedish people keep the trce
intact until January 13, On that
date there is a final merry party
and the children’s friends are in-
vited in to take part in “The
Christmas Tree Plundering,” They
have games and sweet things to
eat, and then the tree is stripped
of all its pretty ornaments and
gifts,

About a century ago, and for a
decade befce that, many . churches
in Germany held a Christmas
morning service at six o’clock, A
Christmas tree was placed on the
aliar table, and every member of
the congregation on entering the
church, took up ‘to the altar a
candle or a small lamp, Years be-
fore it had been a manger, but
that custom had been abolished
and the Christmas tree substituted.

Scots Were Suspicious

The French people’s fivst ac-
quaintance with this emblem of
Christmas was due to the Princess
Helena of Orleans, She introduced
the Christmas tree, to France at
about the same time as the Prince
Consort started the custom in Brit-
"ain—1840, But it was not until
the Franco-Prussian war in 1870,
when the German soldiers spent
CWristmas in  France, 'that the
people of that country really a-
dopted the Christmas tree as pmit
of their festivities,

By that time England had fairly
“get going” with the innovation,
though Scotland, with her dislike
of anything new, was lagging be-

nd,
But thanks to the Prince Con-
sort the Christmas tree had taken
ropt in England. £
He told Queen Victoria that ne
wished: his children to enjoy - ihe
léasure and fun the tree provided
ui
during his childhood, 8o the
ed that each >

Christma
he

Although the Prince ' Consort, |}

ceremony of celebrating the anmi-|’

. Here is a feat which is apparent-
ly very simple, and yet actually

most difficult to do. Take the two
portions of an
and arrange them as
Then ask one of your guests to try .
and crush them with a downward
blow. Unless the blow is absolutely

empty - match-box
shown below.

ort-
to

in the dead centre the two
ions fly apart, unbroken, mucl
the astonishment of the striker.

Another test of strength is to
hold an egg, end on between the
palms of the hands, and, with the
arms outstretched, endeavour to
grush it, It is an almost impossible
eat.

A similar trick is for a person,
preferable a lady, to press her
finger tips together (the galma of
the hands to face the body) and
then ask a gentleman who fancies
his strength to.grasp the wrists and
with a gentle pull (not a jerk)- u'gt

n

to part the lady’s hands. It is
easy as it looks!
%
THINK OF A NUMBER
There are several “think of a
number” problems, but I do not
think you have heard of this one
before, This trick calls for simple

mental arithmetic, but the effect is
very mystifying.

You ‘invite a member of the
audience to think of a number be-
tween say 5 and 12 (There is no
limit to the number really, but
mental arithmetic {8 difficult with
big numbers).

The person concerned says
“Right!” You now say “Add 3 to
it” .

“Right!"

“Now subtract three from it—
that is the ORIGINAL NUMBER.
“Right!”

“Now you have two separate pro-
ducts, l.e):,. x+3 and x—3. Mult i)ly
the first product by the second, l.e.
(x+3) times (x—3)."

“Yes I've: got it” °

“Good, now tell me the answer
and I will t‘ell you the number
you thought of .

In repeating the trick, you can
var?l thg numbers, THIS IS HOW
IT IS DONE.

ing the person thought of
nusr,:gg: s8. gWell Sp plus_three is 11,
8 minus three is Sm:iasnd 1 “:‘smi.'e).
ed you
gli“rr\lﬁméggn;ou ginvea ttl;‘;m, awll;hah
is case was 3. l.e. es
ch‘léhig to 55 Le. 9 plus 55 is 64,

will see that the square of
frlxli% ggtlnl is 8 the number they

ht of.
'hg‘;'\zx may vary the numbers with

each test, but the principle always
works.

pected suggestions are not f

of the guests becoming bored. It is much :better

{

PEA-SUCKING

This game provides great fun for
those who look on as well as those
who take part

A small basin of dried peas is
placed in the centre of the table
and the competitors are provided
with a “straw” each and a glass
into which the peas are to be drop-
ped. The peas are lifted and carried
to the glasses by suction, and the
one with the highest score in a
given time wins, .

This game can be run in “heats”;

ladies versus gentlemen, and the the\!lnuls are reached, especially if
excitement is intense by the time the “weaker sex” are winning.

L aad
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DO YOU REVERSE!

SIMPLE WHEN YOU KNOW HOW

Rt

re is a clever trick with a wine
l:{ses. The is held between the in-

Tid4

the position in Fig.

4. Note that
whilst the palm of the LEFT

thumbs of both hand faces qutwards the RIGHT
h::dsmv’v el:::: ::"g bac‘l: to back (see is downwards. ' Keep - the glass
Fig. 1). The trick is to bring the pressed into the crutch  of tha
pnfms of the hands together with- fingers. Now slide -the right - han
out removing or dropping the ‘f’inn;rs r\;g“:psp tz'?:‘:iugfly metwlﬁ'l‘

an Y
glam ool RS2 the mcﬂ'rmre:nd over a'smm e

upwards.
HOW IT IS DONE gluc;nx-}"r ma:“ finger will slide up-
T AT i Chnatnne [t
As you hold the glass, what three gers Continue

you can see is shown in Fig. 3 movement and you will find the

glass has changed direction and
the palms ave to«etherw 3

There are three ﬁnlzfel; of each
' It may be as well

hand above the s Slowly
slide the three fingers of the ractice
RIGHT hand under the three of this trick. over acushion in case
the LEFT hand until you reach you drov the glass!

$0-00-0-00000000000-00000000000000000000000 0 +00-0-00 04

'l'hl;nlll onnl'odunl and cut into Three Pleces.
Btdok g _.hmn‘e’l'hmhl'omn()m-.

By Uncle }Emes'f'

Many a party is ruined because th\e quest fon of games is left to
are often relied upon to suggest some pas times, and should it

oases # is worth while to have a rehearsal in order to emsure that the
rolling.” Here are a few ideas which will keep the company interested

. which  can

PR eES S AN ST s il

ng. goes flat, and there is a danger)
to have a list prepared, and in some”
“ball
and

AN UNUSUAL COM-
PETITION :

Competitions are always popular
at parties, Here is a.simple one
which will be new to most people,:
Each guest is glven a sheet of
notepaper: a -pencil, and ins
vited to make a sentence comprised’
entirely of three letter words,

prize goes to the one whe
makes the est . senténce. To
show what can be done, here

specimen:—

EYE., BUT HIS DOG LED [
AND HIS SON FED HIM AND
NOW.  THE LAD AND THE DOG
I..O'I‘ml NOT AND HOW SAD HIS

DROPPING A PENNY
THROUGH THE TABLE

If done neatly, this 1s a trick

be  repeated several

times and still leave your audiency

mystified. It is essentially an
after-meal  trick.

Before mentioning that you ars

zomh tf: do a trick, spread your

serv: across your knees,
(Ladies need not do this!). Then
tell your audience that you will
pass a penny . through the table
right in front of their eves. Hold

a penny in each open
hands, resting on the gb]e (Fig.,

1

“This is quite simple. As you
see I have a penny in that hand”
(close the left hand and point te

g

is 4
ONH

Fi¢4

ht, Fig 2.
the coin  in theh ‘% showhgz "‘;“

clenched (Fig  3).
carefully ” (Close your left hand
over its coln and carry your hand
under the table at the same time
picking the dropped coin off your
lap, and when underneath  the
able. hold the two as shown h.:_
Fig. 4.) Then say “Ready, ol
and open your right hand as if
dropping  the penny, at the same
time releasing the top one under-
neath so-that it falls with a “clink
on. the lower one.

using Christmas trees as a means
of celebration and collecting for
cnarity, In most of their ‘public
-places ‘'municipal Ohristmas trees
are fixed up and laden with free
gifts of a useful nature for distti-
bution among the poor., There are
toys also for the children to re-
mind them that Santa Claus has
not forgotten them. :

In the residential quarters of the
cities, it is the custom nowadays to
to have a large Christmas tree in
the front garden, No citizen who
wants to keep his end up with his
neighbours would dream of being
without one. They are decora{ed
with ‘multi-coloured electric ligits
and make the district look very
gay, until a gale comes along and
blows a few of them down; the
they look rather foolish, . r

. Custom Maintained.

ot

Background to
~ Christmas

thelr | (Continued from Page 3)

Swristmas Eve, sometime,  Hope
ot thirk " T'm bétng _to0
g‘n“my matter of fact about it
ell. . . . But there, I know you
won't.”

A Christmas Hymn
HEPHERDS WATCHED
A aiona %rmn FLOCKS
While shepherds watched
flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory. shone around,
“Fear not” said he, for mighty
dread = . )
Had seized their troubled mind;
“Glad tidings of great joy I briung
To, you and all mankind,
“T u, in David's town, this day
ﬂygor'n, of David's line,
The sxlnvlgur. Who is' Christ the
rd; 1 i
And this shall’ be -the sign;
“The heavenly, Babe you there shail
find §

uman view displayed
All“m:munly .wrapt h.; swathing

8,
manger laid”
nj'.‘n.d._ln .'un-unp' h, and forth-

‘Appeared a shinin
i rais g who thus
their joytul song:
b to God | on_ high,
'to the earth be peace;
om‘n will henceforth from heaven
to. men
Begin and never cease.”
fnsriai T o B st
LIC

MIN WERE SYMBO!

m%ﬁwmmman

The Christmas mince ple had a
2 t:ol!lmln'p

throng

Bt

angels
At!dn

S

“,

H

i

i!E

i

mottoes, & up of Fathes
'&r?hmues, looking rather sorry
for' themselves, a few piles of very
faded .paper chains, and a_ host of
tiny ornaments that had been res
trieved, and carefully stored away.
T e hamanie. ot pink nd
on 8!
white iced cakes that they h:a
once adorned.s 4
comiy e S 208 B T
w! e A
unyy bulb of small po;g
1

a
illuminated the room.

here the sunlight had failed the

l'mnem light seemed to succeed.

3 e thi
g::'w ‘t}ef vl,"e.‘ge:rly all  lacke
hu%.re, tu:g me“uwrren o o{old
. the =
at leas po”f: s
charm, a definits gle
mour, & semblance of galety.




