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BRITIS

H IN LIGHTNING RAID ON NAZI P

Situation Is Improved In Malayan Area

Japs heaten
Back with
Heavy losses

No Major Gains By
Invaders In Past
Seven Days.

SINGAPORE, Dec. 28 —(AP) —

alaya began 1
gar ;!'n the Pacific with the an-

nouncement that imperial troops
pad beaten back the Japanese, in=
flicting heavy losses, in the Chem-
or area of Perak state.

Most hopeful developments to
British forces were assurances from

armaments would be met and g):e
fact that during the last week tne
enemy's drive toward  _Singapore
had lost its initial impetus.

For the last seven days the in-
vaders have netted no major gains
on land and have scored no strik-
inr sea or air successes.

Although the preparatory work
of Sir Robert Brooke-Popham is
generally appreciated in Malaya,
Britons here were heartened also
bv the arrival of the. more youthful
Gen. Sir Henry R. Pownall to suc-
ceed him as ‘commander in chief

(Continued on page 3, Col M
rezbalidn . £l RN,

Farm living
Costs increase

R A

OTTAWA, Dec, 28— (CP)—The
Canadian farmer's broad and fer«
tile acres failed to protect him
aoainst rising living costs in 1941,
Dominion Bureau of Statistics re-
cords showed tcx‘ay.

Since the start of the war the
tndexx of farm' family living costs
has run close to that for city
dwellers, In 1939, the farm index
ctood at 992 and in_ the fall of
1041 at 116. The urban cost of
living index stood at 116.3 on Nov.
1, up 154 per cent since the start
of the war.

Rent, & major factor in estab-
fisning the urban cost of living, Is
not taken into account in the farm
index_ but in purchasing food, fuel,
clothing, and other essentials the
farmer found his costs rose stead=

ily.

During 1041 the farmer's index
r0s» from 1123 in the spring to
116 in the fall, In eastern Canada
the farmer’s index rose 34 per cent
and in the west 8.1 per cent. These
gains, however, were less than the
47 per cent shown in urban index.

Although able to secure many
food essentfals from his land and
stock, the farmer’s food costs' in-
ex rose from 1138 to 123.2 be-
tween spring and fail this year.

Cloth expenses increased dur-
ing the year from 120.2 in the
wring to 1285 in the fall

Western Canadian rural fam-
{lies were more fortunate than
their eastern counterparts in the
matter of fuel costs, The Canada-

wide fuel index rose two points
during the year, but the eastern
index was almost exactly double

the increase in the western series
since the start of the war. Western
Canadian coal prices have not ad-
vanced as rapidly as those of On.
tarlo and Quebec.

U. S. may use
Australian Bases

Notice to appear
ing hogs at
man and Bagnall.

o of Free French bomb:nm have struck

as n for=
Minister John

later about load-
Colville, Signed Bul-
1 1-192

Strike Fresh Blows At
Axis Desert Lifeline

Believe Germany and Italy rushing heavy -
reinforcements to Africa.

By Edward Kennedy

Associated Press Staff Writer canada seeks
o SAIRO, Dec, 28 oo min mosia Casualty lists
From Hong Kong

fresh blows at the lifeline in
Libya, British headquarters an-
nounced today, while tank-support-
ed British troops maintained con-
tinuously increas pressure on
the main force of Lt.~-Gen. Erwin
Rommel's Nagi African army.

British and Free French planes
not only blasted axis motor trans-
port and fuel tanks southwest of
Agedabla, where Rommel's forces
are engaged, but also ranged far
to the west in raids on ships and
supplies in the principal  Libyan
port of Tripoll and the harbor of
Zuara, a railhead 70 miles farther
west and only 30 miles from the
border of French Tunisia.

(London obgervers Saturday ex-
pressed a growing conviction that
the Axis is rushing heavy rein-
forcements to Tripoll in spite of
e constant toll of transports be-
ing taken by the British fleet in
the Mediterranean.

(The BBC, heard in New York
by CBS, quoted a Reuters corres-
pondent with the Imperial 8th ar-
my as saying that “enemy bombers
based on Crete and Greece now are
attacking our lines and communi-
cations.”)

The attacks on Tripoli and Zuara
took place Friday night. At Tripoil,
canital of Libya and only major
sunply port ip axis hands since the
fall of Benga-i. the bombers have
scored direct hits on ships in the
harbor, sterted a large fire, and
. _—_-g—_,—_'—.—‘-_'-—:—’ L P e gline

(Continued on page 3, Col D
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Believe Reds try
Counter - invasion

—

OTTAWA, Dec. 28—(CP)—Can=
ads has instituted action through
Switzerland and the United States
to obtain details of Canadian cas-
valties during the defence of Hong
Kong but publication of casualty
Jists may be delayed, National De-
fence headquarters said tonight.

All direct communication ceased
when Hong Kong passed Into
enemy hands, the statement said,
and no further direct reports are
expected from British sources.

chum to
Arrive in
Ottawa today

Will Be First Visit To
Overseas Dominion
Since Elevation To
Post Of Prime Min-
ister.

23

OTTAWA, Dec. 29—(Monday)—
(CP) — Prime Minister Winston
Churchill arrives this morning from
Washington—an historic occasion
for this seat of government in the
senicr dominion,

The secrecy placed on Mr, Chur-
chill’'s movements for security rea-
sons was lifted early today, An of-
ficial program set his arrival for
10,10 a, m, A. 8. T, by special train
accompanied by _ Britis! officials
who may include Lord Beaverbrook,
Prime Minister Mackenzie King and
three Canadian Cabinet Ministers,
Air Minister Power, Navy Minister
Macdonald and Munitions Minister

LONDON, Dec. 28— (CP)—The
Russians were believed buttressing
ihelr massive land offensive tonight
with a sea-borne counter-invasion
of the Crimea across the strait of
Kerch, narrow bottleneck link be-
tween the Sea of Azov and the
Black Sea.

This opinion was voiced in in.
jormed London quarters following
a Cerman claim that four troop=-
laden Russian transports had been
sunk and numerous others dam-
aged in these waters by Nazl
bombers.

(Continued on page 3, Col 4)

Find soldier dead
b On board train
DeGaulle to

Discuss situation

At French Islands

DRUMMONDVILLE, Que., Dec. 26
—(CP)—Lieut. ¥, Norman Meldrum
of the kigin Regiment was found
dead today leaning over a wash ba-
sin in a pullman coach of a special
holiday train from the Maritimes
as ic passed through this Quesec
city enroute to Montreal. His vhroat
was slashed and a small pockeu
knife was ound nearby.

ST. PIERRE, St. Plerre-Miquelon, Meldrum, who s aoout 28 years
Dec. 28—(AP)—The Free French old, boaraed the train with a ticke.
information service, entrenched here for Norwich, Ont. Police discoverca
with De Gaullist forces under Vice= a blood-stained letter signed “moth-
Admiral Emile Museller, declared er,” in his pocket, The body was
Saturday that the population of taken from the train in Montreal
these islands ‘“knows perfectly well and removed to the morgue.
that Adn'gml Muse‘uier has never sy
abandoned any position.”

‘A statement reiterated that all
diplomatic questions should be dis-
cussed directly with Gen, Charles

Declares war
D A e ol G- e
apd, tag Bea in Pacific not

“The people refuse to believe that
one

kni
jon, We know the

idle Saturday were expected to re-
sume work after the war
wenal Sundav holiday.

Pacific less
th with Hitler.
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War Situation Last Night

Passenger
Traffic sets -
New record

More Than 1800 Per- ed: believed to
sons Were Trans-
ported Across
Northumber-
land Strait Satur-
day.

An unprecedented movement of
passengers to and from Prince Ed-
ward Island took place on Satur-
day and while this movement to &
great extent was accounted for by

members of the armed forces yeh
there were also a verv large num-

Invasion

(By KIRKE L. SIMPSON, Associated Press War Analyst)

Three weeks after Japan’s sudden attack there are few bright
spots to lighten the gloom in the Pacific war theatre, but those few
are definitely heartening.

It is still a defensive fight against a ruthless aggressor. Yet the
prime citadel of allied hopes of soon reversing the odds in the China
Sea_ the Singapore base, remains secure.

nd a gallant delaying action en Luzon
headed Japanese invasion of the Philippines.

These are negative rather than positive factors; but they are
laden with future potentialities for the Anglo-American war plan
now being completed in Washington, Every day gained in Luzon by
Gen. Douglas MacArthur's hard pressed troops is of inestimable value.

It grants 1| fend of Singapore that much longer respite
from meeting a concentrated Japanese attack on that vital pivot of
allied sea power in the Far East. It is more time gained for the rally-
ing of British-American relief forces on a scale adequate for decisive
action, whatever the strategic form it is taking.

L L L] -

is slowing the hydra-

Royal Air Force Saturday in a

disclosed tonight.

Meantime Japan is dotting all approaches to the China Sea with
i t Although there has not yet been

posts in an att t to seal it against expected Anglo.

American fleet incursions, Hong Kong has been won and footholds ber of civilian travellers. ”Wh“} the raid was made, an Admiralty announcement that
established on the northern tip of Luzon, Those form, with the great ‘rl\](i(\gw;lg"n :‘1 “I;“csﬁg’;:f “1,1;11g 10%

Japanese base on Formosa, a triple protective screen to block the 230-  Emerald for Borden “there wera of an attack Saturday night on the

over a thousand persons on the
train and with those picked up a-
long the line and the large num-
ber hat had motored from Sum-
merside to Borden were a¥! on board

to the China Sea between Luzon and taken as an indication the landing

tant port.

Military observers pointed out
that such a raid, carried out under
the noses of as strong a Nazi force
as is known to be at Stavanger,
would be the “biggest feather yet”
in the cap of the Commandos—
Eritain’s famous if mysterious
hand-picked - troops which have
carried out other forays against
German-occupied territori

The only other information of-
fered by the Admiraity, which said
it was a “smale scale” raid and
promised further news “as soon as
Getails are available”, was that all
ships taking part returned “fit for
immediate service.”

The R. A. F. which Saturday
night bombarded targets in indus-
trial western Germany, in Holland
and in France, apparently return=
ed to the attack this afternoon.
Observers in a south coast town
watched strong formations of Bri.

mile-wide northern gateway
Formosa.

There seems small doubt that the main Japanese fleet strength
is deployed in that area now, supplemented by Japanese Pacific island
outposts in the north and now by captur % is
thenvulnerable Japane:e ﬂ;‘nl‘z y cantured Giiam and Wake. That © the ferry there were over el;‘v(?n

If an Anglo-American counter attack comes from the south, to hundred, persons aliggeiher: il

h passenger cars were carried over
reach the China Sea through the Sulu Sea, the Japanese fleet would n the boat to Tormentine to pro-
have the shorter China Sea inside route to meet it. vide- a warm place for the extra

Nor is that all. Japanese invasion of Davao to control the big passengers while the upper pars of
gulf of that name on the extreme southern tip of Mindanao island, the boat was crowded to the ut-
most southerly of the Philippines group, affords a northern base to most. ’When t'he hontﬂnr:i\;ﬂdnt{\r:
screen the Sulu Sea route. Japanese landings in North Borneo provide 'tr‘,“ "'t(;‘:;;ne fll-tb,‘]‘;ni}q"é;;c-tonréqc(llville
a southern portal. And the passage between Mindanao and Borneo is v«;}toh the Spassengers. :

a bit narrower than that between Formosa and Luzomn.
. . .

The carferry carried passengers
back to the Island on three trips.
First there were the returning alr-

B hidi i R

Air and submarine bases on the Island of Palawan must also be
on the Japanese war chart—to furnish a triangular protection for
that Sulu Sea approach to the China Sea, From Palawan and Davao
also, the interior passage from the Pacific north of Mindanao could
be kept under scrutiny.

There is a longer and more southerly route to the China Sea from
the Pacific through Netherlands Indies waters via the Java Sea.
hed out to establish footholds in

(Continued on page 3, Col 5)
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Eden. Stalin

Already the have T
Sarawak on the northern rim of the great island of Borneo. That they I c f A tish bombers, with fighter plane
contemplate or already have seized like bases in Java or Sumatra is n @“ erence escorts, roaring out overp the

channel in the direction of the
French coast.

The air ministry said that a
“powerful force” of bombers raid-
ed Duesseldorf, one of the Ruhr
valley's chief manufacturing cities,

probable. They have gripped islands midway of the Borneo-Singapore
250-mile sea span to block that south gate to the China Sea.

There remains only the Stralt of Malacca, between Malaya and
Sumatra  to give entrance to the China Sea. This is the route for
British approach to Singapore from the Mediterranean and Indian

N, Dec, 26— (CP)—It was

LONDO!
anncunced tonight that For;.xglg
e

Secretary Anthony Eden has

Ocean, And Japanese forces hammering at Singapore's defences are conferences ab MCSCOW with RUS- gaturday night in a heavy attack
now on the northern side of the mouth of that strait and in Thailand, sian Premier Joseph Stalin. which left many fires.
The announcement said tha For-

At the Soesterberg airdrome in
Holland the R. A. F. loosed their
bombs on the runways just as Nazl
pircraft were landing, while still
other forces attacked the naval
pase of Brest, where German
battleships are taking shelter, and
the harbor works at Boulogne.
The communique said the R. A.

lost seven bombers in these

close enough for air action.
: : eign Secretary had been conferring

with Stalin in the Kremlin for the
last two weeks, tightening the
ponds of the Anglo-Russian mili-
tary-political collaboration  while
his chief, Prime Minister Church-
been at the White House in
14.-Gen, Nye, Vice-Chief of the
Britfsh Imperial Staff, participated

Axis planes raid
Malta Naval Base

T TTYTTTIT T

3
zJap Parachutists :
Try invasion of

P,

Dutch Island e samvemtiona, Ane etk cheratons, A Naul bomter e AL
covered, it was indicated, join miralty said, was shot down in an
P)VAA-‘ETTA-” r:\llnltai Dec. 28 H—(C- :: British-Russian  action ~on the unsuccessful attack on a convoy.
—A succession of ‘acrial attacks world battlefronts, just as Mr. —

BATAVIA, N, E. I, Dec. 28 —,
(AP) Japanese  parachute
trocps have landed on.the island

Churchill and Mr, Roosevelt are
planning joint Briti:h-American
action in Washtngto{x

ou this British naval vase within

the last 24 hours resulted in the

death of a few c'vilians, injuries
o

Nazis admit

to others, and slght damage. of Sumatra on the flank of alin showed an

Tors als. bombers were' thot, & Britain's Singapore ~defences i o M Bden gnd on all questions we sy y

Loyl the tirst eneimy sliempt to G- relatiag to coninet o, the war, Br'tlSh ralds
lands Bast Indies’ soil, Nether-sy 19 Foreign Office saC.
lands sources reported tonight. An official spokesman declined to

$65 000 Ios Parachutists drifted down, c,ommea;_n(lm ?gleBﬂef(rain Cad ‘mﬂ: I“ Norwa

y S about 10 miles from Medan, them Was TeWnmE o 8 @ Wwas en route

site of. an air-attacked civil air- Tokyo report tha

to Chungking to confer with Gen.
Chiang Kai-Shek.

port on the east coast of Su-
matra, the Aneta news agency
said, but there were no imme-
dinte details of the strength or
success of this air-borne inva-

Bombers spread
Ruin in Manila;
Is defenceless

(By Clarke Lee, Associated Press

BERLIN, Dec. 28 — (German
broadeast recorded by AP) —Brit=
ish naval forces have made two
surprise landings on the Norweg-
jan coast, the Nazis admitted to-
night, but claimed they were driv-
en back to their ships in short,
vigorous engagements in which one
of the destroyers of a warship for-
mation was sunk.

(London announced all ships re-
turned “fit for immediate service.”)

A cruiser and another destroyer
were damaged by pursuing Ger-

staff Writer) man aircraft, and 10 tombers of the

MANTLA, Dec, 28—(AP)— The peqyily air-supported British _ex-
Japanese air force bombarded this pedition were shot down in sharp
helpless city with undiminished

In hig fire
At Woclworth's

A disastrous fire which visited
the business section of Charlotte-
town early Saturday morning com-
pletely destroyed the F. W. Wool-
worth and Company, Ltd, Store on
Queen Street. The blaze originat-
ed in the basement and was dis-
covered shortly before eight o’cleck.
The loss is estimated at about $65,-
000

slon.
Aneta sald the battle against
the parachutists still is proceed=

ing.

Thig effort to win an Initial
foothold on the western-most
island of the Indies was one of
a series of Japanese scatter-blows,
which ranged across the bread'h,
of the Archipelago eastward to
New Guinea but apparently (i,ﬂ‘osb

they

the Japanese more than
were worth.

A.ppa.rem,ly the blage started in

tish sea, air, land forces raid Nor

(Continued on page 3. Col 3) troops against Sumatra,

EXCELS IN THE KITCHEN

Army, Navy, Air
orce Join In

Thrust

Details of attack not reveal-

be in

vicinity of Stavanger;
Described as small scale raid.

rmseein
(By J. Wes Gallagher, Associated Press Staff Writer)

LONDON, Dec. 28— (AP)—A British army force-—probably composed

of the tough Commandos—joined hands with the Roya] Navy and the

successful,

probably against a Nazi stronghold in German-occupied Norway, it was

lightning invasion thrust

any official statement as to where
it was directed

“mainly against shipping,” coupled with a Royal Air Force communique

Sola airdrome near Stavanger, was

was made at or near that impor-

To make Jan. 1

—==

OTTAWA, Dec. 28 CP)—A
clamation will be 1ssued tomorrd
morning declaring the fist day of
the New Year to be a national day
of prayer, it was announced Sal-
urday night.

The Archhishop of Canterbury
asked the people of Britain -
day to join on Jan. 1 in the day

of prayer which President Roose-
velt has designated in the United
States,

The primate’s statement read:—

“The President of the United
States has called his people to ob-
gerve the first day of the New
Year as & -day of pray for the
blessing and guldance of Imighty
God as they enter the ordeal of
war,

“I fee] sure there will be a gen-
era] desire on the part of the citi=
zens of this country to associate
themselves on that day in their
private and, wherever this may be
possible, in their public prayers
with their brethern in the United
Btates.

“I am authorized
His Majesty the King hopes in
this way that many of his own
people will be able to join the peo-
ple of the United Sta in prayer
for them; for their country, and
for the cause in which they now
are our allles and comrades.”

to say that
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and maximum temperatures:
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