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Need For Migratory
Farm Workers Easing,
Labor Conference Told

OTTAWA, Dec. 14 —(CP) —
The need for big  movement of
rmigratory farm workers for har-
vesting is disappearing.

Reports presented to the Domin-

lon-Provincial conference on farm
labor showed that greater mech-
anization of fanm operations is
slowly doing away with the need
for extra help at harvest time.
_ In addition, gradually-increasing
industrial unemployntent has made
more local labor available for har-
vesting.

Farm-labor officers of Provincial
Agriculture Departments and
placement officers of the National
Employment Service indicated
those trends in their reports to
the twe 'ay confererce.

They said, too. that it is bhecom-|
ing more and more difficult to
find jobs for seasonable workers
when the harvest period Is over.

Developed Duri'ng War

These distinct migratory move-
ments developed during the war
when labor was scarce in Canada.
Temporary workers went into the
fruit belts of British  Columbia,
Nova Scotia and Ontario, frequent-
ly from other Provinces; Western
farmers went to Ontario for hay-
ing in mid-summer and Eastern
workers later went west  for the
grain harvest;  Prairie  farmers
went south to the United States to
harvest; workers from Quebec and
the Maritimes went to Maine to
dig potatoes and  other workers
from the Maritimes went to Prince
Edward Island for the potato har-
vest,

As the conferemce opened, W.R.
Dawson, supervisor of the Federal
farm-placements branch of the
Labor Department, sald  fewer
eastern workers probably will be
needed in the future because of
increased mechanization of Prairic
farms.

Crop failures {n many parts of
the West this year had made more
lccal labor available for the har-
vest.

Mr. Dawson said the biggest
interprovincial movement of

fapm labor this year was the
transfer of scrme 1,020 men
from Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick to Prince Edward
Island for the P E T. potato
crop.

The P.E.I. representative, S.C
Wright, indicated the movement,
will continue

Elgin Taylor of New Brunswick
said arrangements for settlement
of Polish veterans probably would |
be made in his Province. There|
had beerr plenty of labor for New‘
Brunswick harvests during th(‘}
vear as a result of a reduction in|
logging operations in the Pm\'»}
ince. |

Mr. Wright said Prince Edward |
Island farmers needed a few singie|
men for farm help. |

Newfoundland, not a party to
the Dominion - Provincia] farm-
labor agreement, was represented |
by Selby Parsons of the Newfound-
land Labor Department. He ;ainh
the unemployment situation in the
new province was  more serious,
tharr at any time since ~1939. It|
was doubtful if many Newfound-|
ers would be available —as farm
help in other  Provinces because
few of thom had the farm back-
ground required.

THE COST OF YOUTH

VANCOUVER  — (CP)
Young British Columbia drivers
may have to pay more for
sutomobile  insurance. Insurance
rien say that the 18-to 25 aze
group is the worst accident risk. A
complete survey is being made.

| out

More Talk Than
Action Against
Moscow To Date

By Alex H Singleton
BELGRADE, Dec. 15—(AP)—
Across the Balkans today sweeps
a gale of rumors—mixed with
well-based reports—of  dissension

among the satellite countries of
Russie.

Aside from the open  rebellion
against Moscow rule by Premier

Tito's Yugoslavia. there {s still far
more talz than action, more pass-
ive resistance and whispered re-
sentment than positive steps to-
ward regaining independence.

Some of the reports come from
refugees from Russian rule, which
is exacting a tribute from the
satellite states often compared
with that levied by the Roman
Empire. Some of the reports come
from supporters of Tito's cam-
paign for equal rights with Rus-
sla among the Communist states.
Some ccme from diplematie sour-
ces.

All  these  reports wmust be
weighed with caution against the
propaganda on both sides of the
cold war. But the tempo s in-
creasing and more and more there
appeared on the scene Commun-
ists who no longer look toward
Moscow as the infallible citadel ot
all wisdem .

All these reports are straws in
the wind. There is no basis for
speculation that Russia’s domimat-
jon in Eastern Europe might fall
apart suddenly. But Russia s tak-
ing no chances, as her pistol-point
threats and widespread purges in
the satellite countries seem to in-
dicate.

Here are some of the reports:

1. That Russia will incorporate
the satellite states eventually into
the U.S.S.R., through rigged vot-
ing, with Romania first orr the list.

2. That the economic subjugat-
ion of the satellites, which already
has gone far,4will be stepped’ %
It was this sort of subjugation
which helped speed the Tito break

3. That, with the exception of
industrial - minded Czechoslovakia,
Eastern Buropean cocuntries will be
reduced to the status of agricultural

supply bins for Russia, a throw-
back to the dreams of Russian
€zZars.

Of Dissension Among Russian Satellit

—

The Queen's County Federation
of Agriculture was organized yes-
terday afternoon in the agricultur-
al room in the Vocational School
bullding with Mr. Louis O’Connor,
president of the Provincial Feder-
ation, in the chair,

The large and enthusiastic group
of over 200 Queen's County farm-
ers elected as president Earl Ings,
Mt. Herbert; two vice-presidents,
Robert Connolly, Dunstaffnage and
Mrs. Allison MacMillan, Falrview,
and Arthur Johnstone, Long River
as secretary.

The three directors elected from
each electoral district included one
lady. The directors were elected
for three, two and one years re-
spectively and follow in that or-
der:

Ist District Queen’s; Arthur
Johnstone, Long River; Mrs. Keith
Boswell, Victoria and Andrew Ste-
venson, Pleasant Valley.

2nd Queen’s: Gordon MacMil-
lan, Cornwall; Mrs. Allison Mac-
Millan, Fairview and Earl Mac=
Rae, Brook{leld.

3rd Queen’s: Earl Ings, Mt. Her=
bert; Robert Connolly, Dunstaff-
nage, and Mrs. Athol MacDonald,
Mermaid.

4th Queen’s: Willlam Bears,
Belle River; Mrs. Bruce Judson,
Alexandra and Brendon Curran,
Vernon River.

5th Queen's: Claude Smitl,, East
Royalty; Fred MacRae, (entral
Royalty and Mrs. Fred Gates, West
Royalty.

The inclusion of the ladies was
called for by the by-laws and
stressed by Mr. O'Connor. But Mr.
Roland MacDonald created a - div-
ersion by stating that he felt the
ladies should stay in thelr own

oyganization, t. ~Women's .- In-
“feéep tHe T FEHIHETSY &

3
men’s affair “where they can
fight and swear like the dickens if
they want to.”
Reviews Activities

Mr. Q'Conner gave a short re-
view of the work of the Federation
of Agriculture and its development

(Continued on I;age 5 Coil.i 3;—

|MMagazine Editor To
Head Film Board

Concede Point

In Air Diignie

15 —(CP) —
Transport

OTTAWA, Dec.
Right of Canada's Air
Board to issue its celebrated “show
cause” order to Colonial Air Lines
of New York was conceded here
today by eofficials of  the United
States State Department, inform-
ed Canadian sources said tonight.

That was a major point raised
J]ast week when the State Depart-
ment asked for an inter-govern-
mental conference to seek to iron
difficulties over fulfilment of
an air agreement signed by the
two Governments June 4. The
conference opeped here today.

TO LIMIT OPIUM

GENEVA, Dec. 15 —(Reuters)—
The world's four principal opium-
producing countries have agreed
to limit their production — to the
quantity required for medical and
seientific purposes, it was learned
here today. The  countries —are
India, Iran, Turkey and Yugo-

slavia.

U:—S.;gteel Corporation

Boosts Price $ 4 Per_Ton

By WILLIAM G. SMOCK

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 15 — (AP)
— The United States Steel Corp-
oration today boosted the price of
steel about $4 a ton and put the
plame on higher operating costs,

A congressional investigation
appears likely. Senator Joseph O'-
Mahoney (Dem. Wyo) sald in ad-
vance of the announcement that
any price raises would bring such
a probe soon after Christmas.

The Increase also made it
probable that many consumer pro-
ducts such as automobiles and re-
trigerators will carry higher price
tags in the United States,

New demands by the United
steelworkers Union (O.I 0.) for
wage Increases are & virtual cert-
a’rl‘lteeyﬁjumln F. Fairless, United
States steel president, sald in a
statement that the new prices
apeflect actual and approaching

changes in the cost of production.”

He said mounting expenses of
operation include “the substantial
higher cost to result when our
new insurance and pension pro-
grams become effective.”

He referred to pensions and in-
surance granted the Steel Union
Nov. 11 to settle their strike.

The new steel prices in all Un-
ited States Steel subsidiaries are
effective at one minute after mid-
night tonight. Other steel comp-
anies are expected to follow suit
within a week or 10 days.

United States 8teel, however,
cut the prices of tin-mill prod-
ucts, Fairless sald that starting
Jan. 1, 1950, prices will be reduced
about $3.50 a ton. The reduction
reflects recent declines in  the
price of tin.

Left unchanged was the cost of
stainless-steel products.

Before the steel price ralse was
announced, union and governmen-
tal sources criticized any increase
as “scandalous” and “out of line.”

pa—

OTTAWA, Dec. 15 — (CP) —!
Climax to month-long criticism of
the Government over the National
Film Board came today with dis-
closure that a new film commis-
sioner has been chosen.

W. Arthur Irwin, 51, editor of
Maclean's , Magazing, ‘will be ap-
pointed commissioner, replacing
Ross McLean, 44, whose three-

year contract expires Jan. 9.

While no Government announce-
ment was immediately forthcom-
ing, Mr. Irwin said in Torop(o
that he had been offered the job
by Reconstruction Minister Wint-
ers and had accepted. In Ottawa,
Mr. McLean confirmed his retire-
ment but said he had no statement
to make immediately.

The appointment has not
gone through Cabinet. ' .
It was reported Mr. Irwin v_vxll
be given a “free hand” in Film
Board matters and will receive
a salary of $15000 yearly. Mr.
McLean's salary has been $8,000

a year.

The reports also said that M:-
Irwin's appointment was being
made on the understanding he
will clear up the Film Board “situ-
ation” in such a way that it would
regain public confidence.

For almost a month the board
has beens under fire from _v?ri-
ous angles, but the chief criticism
was on one point which arose in
the Commons Nov. 19.

Defence Minister Claxton dls-
closed, in reply to a question from
an Opposition member, that film-
ing of confidential military .sub-
jects had been assigned to private
firms until the Film Board em-
ployees had been screened for loy-
alty.

At that time, Prime Minister St.
Laurent said that all Government
employees who had access to
“classified” documents were belng
screened, He said there had been
“leakages” from time to time, not
in connection with external af-
fairs, but domestjc affairs.

He regretted e ‘“premature
publicity” of the withholding of
film work from the Government's
film-producing agency.

The Prime Minister eaid he also
regretted the matter “not because
t Is embarrassing to the Govern-
ment but because I think it is un-
fortunate that there should be any
impression — and there will be
such an impression — that thosa
who are in the board are under

yet

a cloud.”

Mr. Earl Ings

No Disagreement
At Highway Talks

OTTAWA, Feb, 15—(CP)—Rep-
resentatives of the 10 Provinces
and the Federal Government to-
day discussed standards and speci-
fications for the proposed $300,-
000,000 two-lane, hard-surfaced
trans-Canada highway.

At conclusion of the first ses-
sion of the two-day Dominion-
Provincial conference, Recon-
struction Minister Winters said
the discussiong had been purely

Al'tectinicat and that: the controvers

sial question of a route for the
highway had not been considered.

Mr. Winters said this confer-
ence will not deal with the route
question at all. That would be a
matter for the individual prov-
inces to arrange on the basis of
general broad rules laid down
by the Federal Government, one
of which is that the highway
must follow the shortest practical
route across Canada from New-
foundland to British Columbia.

Two Premiers—J. Walter Jones
of Prince Edward Island and
Joseph Smallwood of Newfound-
land—were in attendance.

The conference is closed to the
press and public. Mr, Winters
said in an interview at conclus-
ion of today's eight-hour session
that no points of disagrerment
were encountered in the discuss-
ions which he described as ‘“high-
ly technical.”

One matter discussed was the
proposed width of the highway.
Mr. Winters said the Federal
Government would prefer a 24-foot
wide highway. However, this
rule would not hold fast for cer-
tain areas of the country, such as
Newfoundland, where a 20-foot
wide road might well suffice,

GrossVaIue Field
Crops Up in P.ELL,
Down for Dominion

OTTAWA, Dec. 15—(CP)—A $1,-
427,000,000 price-tag toay was pin-
ned to wheat and other fleld
crops Canadian farmers produced
during the current crop year.

This figure, down 16 per
from last year's all-time  high,
was estimated by the Bureau of
Statistics as the fifth highest in
history.

It represents the gross value of
all principal field crops, not In-
cluding anticipated participation
payments for Western wheat, oats
ahd barley which may be announ-
ced at the end of the crop year,
July 31, 1950.

By Provinces, only Prince Ed-
ward Island and British Columbia
managed to say on top of the price
line, both  showing increase In
gross value of field crops.

Gross value in Prince Edward
increased $1,660,000 from $23,484,-
000 and in British Columbia $756,-
000 from $33,361,000.

The price of potatoes went down
from $1.66 a hundredweight to $1.-
60 and sparked a drop of almost
$5,000,000 in total gross value.
Value in 1949 was  $86,909,000,
compared with $91,837,000.

cent

$75,000 FIRE LOSS

OAMPBELLTON, N.B, Dec. 15
— (CP) — Loss of $75000 was es-
timated after fire destroyed the
dry goods store of L.E. Boudreau
at nearby Eeel River crossing last
night. The bullding contained his
living quarters and a poolroom
operated by his son, Theo. The fire
started in the basement,

+This,
“filled, but

eszacon Will Be

Queen’s County K edel'atiOIl’Coniract Appears
Of Agriculture Organized s

OTTAWA, Dec. 15 —(CP) —
Agriculture Minister Gardiner to-
day was asked to support the price
of cheese arxd potatoes during 1950.

Spokesmen for Canada's potato
and cheese producers today fol-
lowed each other into Mr. Gardin-
er's office asking that in view of
anticipated price declines, the
Government put a floor on these
two products.

Mr. Gardiner had no an-
nouncement after all-day comn-
ferences with three Maritime
Agriculture Ministers and the
executive of the National
Dairy Farmers Association,
Piling up on top of these re-

quests to shell out Government
money for food pricesupport, are
others by the Canadian Federat-
jon of Agriculture, asking for a
floor price on eggs, and on bacon,
if a definite bacon contract with
the United Kingdom does not de-
velop.

Representing the potato produc-
ers were A. W. Taylor of New
Brunswick; A. . Mackenzie of
Nova Scotia, and C. C. Baker of
Prince Edward Island.

Ask $1.15 Per Cwt.

The Maritime Ministers are un-
derstood to have asked Mr.
Gardiner for a floor price similar
to the one established last year—
$1.15 a humrdredweight in the bin
on the farm.

With a crop estimated at about
75,000,000 bushels this year, the
Maritime potato growers are fac-
ing a heavy selling job.

The biggest market is in the
United States, where a quota has
been placed on the import of the
Canadian product. Under agree-
ment with Canada, the U.S. al-
lows the importation of 1,000,000.-
bushels of table and 2,500,000
bushels of seed potatoes each year
at a half-rate duty of 37 1-2 cents
a hundredweight.

quota, for 1949 - has been
additiomal amounts still
are going across the line at the
full duty of 75 cents a hundred-
weight.

Dairy farmers already have plac-
ed the cheese problem before Mr.
Gardiner in a brief presented to
him last Dec 2.

It urged that the Government,
through operation of the Agricult-
ural Prices Support Act, purchase
“sufficient” cheese next year to
meet all commitments for the U.
K. The farmers aszed that the
Government fix the price at 30

Contﬂﬁ_ez on page 5, Col. 5

GARDINER ASKED FOR FLOOR PRICE ON CHEESE, POTATOES

London Paper Claims
Added If No. UK. |Britain Has Atom Bomb

By Edward Curtis
LONDON, Dec. 15 — (AP) —The
London Daily Mirror indicated to-
day that Britain has the atom
bomb, a development that wouldn't
surprise the world's scientists.
Confirmation, however, was lack-

ing. The atomic field is a top
state secret. |
“Britain's atomic weapon, which

|

our scientists have been develop- |

ing for more than two years, will |
not be tried out at the forthcom- |

ing test of American super-
bombs", wrote Ronald Bedford. the
Mirror's expert on atomic affairs.

He said the United States, Britain
and Canada decided in recent
Washington talks against testing
the new British weapon in the
American try-outs at FEniwetok
atoll.

The Ministry of Supply, in
charge of atomic development, re-
fused to confirm or deny the im-
plication.

As early as May, 1948, Defence
Minister A. V. Alexander said re-
search and development on de-
fence weapons, “including atomic
weapons,’ was going forward.

Sir John Cockroft, the head of
Britain's atom research sstablish-
ment, is the discoverer of the par-
ticle that splits the bomb atoms.
He worked on the American bomb
project during the war. To scien-
tists it has long been incredible
that there could be afy secrets of
the A-bomb structure from the
British scientists. *

Britain, Canada and the United
States pooled their work on the
bomb during the war, It was not
until 1945 that an atom research
station of any size was set up in
Britain, at Harwell, Oxfordshire,

A former R. A. F. air station
there was taken over for atom
development. Work on the new
plant began in April, 1946, and a
year later a small atomic pile went
into operation, oy

A larger atomic - pile began
later.

functioning at Harwell
More Cold, Snow
Forecast in West
WINNIPEG, Dec. 15— (CP)—The
weather man warned today that a
new cold wave and snowstorms
are in store for Alberta with parts
of Manitoba and Saskatchewan
likely to come in on the deal.

But things aren’t expected to be
quite as bad as earlier this week

when some thermometer readings
were 35 degrees or more below
zero,

Duplessis Asks Ottawa
To Cancel Rent Decision

QUEBEC,” Dec. 15 — (CP) —
Premier Duplessis announced to-
day he had asked Federal author-
ities to cancel their recent decision
to permit rent increases,

The Quebec Premier at a brief
press conference shortly before
noon revealed that his Govern-
ment's request had been made in
a telegram addressed to Finance
Minister Abbott yesterday.

The 200-word telegram to Mr.
Abbott recommended postpone-
ment of the recently-authorized
rent increases until the Supreme
Court decides whether Federal
rent control is valid.

Premier Duplesses said his Gov-
ernment would take responsibility
for rents if the court decided “as
we hope, that control of rents s
exclusively of the Provincial field.”

(Commenting in  Ottawa on
Premier Duplessis’ message. Fin-

ance Minister Abbott said he was
not prepared to suspend the auth-
orized rent increases of 18 to 22
per cent of which lahdlords could
give notice today.

(Mr. Abbott said the Supreme
Court was not deciding whether
rent control was a Provincial mat-
ter but whether it was a question
that fell within Federal jurisdic-
tion).

Premier Duplessis’ telegram reit-
erated previous statements con-
tending that Federal authority for
rent increases while the rent
control question was before the

Supreme Court “anticipated” on
the court ruling. !
Tt also was along the line of

letters from the Quebec Premier to
the Finance Minister in which Mr.
Duplessis said if Federal rent con-
trol was ruled invalid, Quebee
authorities would “assume all its
responsibilities.”

._Iehovah Witnesses Are
Escorted From Town

JOLIETTE, Que, Dec. 15 —(CP)
— Police here have offered protec-
ton to two girl Jehovah Witnesses
should they wish to return to this
Laurentian town and pick up their
belongings after being conducted
to Montreal.

“But,” said Police Chief Valmore
Lapierre tonight, “if they choose to
continue to annoy the population
of Joliette, we cannot provide a
24-hour guard for them.”

The  Witnesses are Winnifred
Parsons of Sarnia, Ont, and Olive
Lundell of Toronto who came to
Joliette some four or five months
ago. Previously, said Chief La-
pierre, they had been living in
New Brunswick.

The girls last night were sur-
rounded by several citizene of
Joliette, told to entér a taxi, and
were condunted in 1t to Montreal
hv several men.

Police in Montreal said the
Jnliette men visited Fullum Street
Women's Jail and No. 13 Police
Station and sought to have the

girls arrested but police refused

to take any action.

The girls then were left to their
own devices and today they called
Joliette and said they were still in
Montreal.

They did not disclose
whereabouts in Montreal.

Asked if he would intervene If
Joliette people tried to expel the
girls form town again the police
chief said: “Our job is to protect
anyone from things like that. Bul
if the girls remain here and carry
on with their door-to-door visits I
cannot provide continuous protec-
tion for them. I will give them
the normal protection accorded
anvone in this town but no more”

The girle are both in their earlv
20's and had been residing with
an Fnglish-speaking woman resi-
dent of this predominantly Roman
Catholie town,

“Thevy are not bad girls” said
Chief T.apierre. “But thev insist

thelr

on visiting people and exvlaining
the Bible to them and we've re-
ceived many complaints from resi-
dents they have visited”

1
|

P.E1 Tailor
\Found Dead
'In Small Shop

HALIFAX, Dec. 13 — (CP) —
A 70-year-old tailor was found
dead today when a janitor dis-
covered a fire blazing in the shon
where he worked in a mid-town
business building.

Leslie Donald, a native of Prince
Edward Island who worked for &
time in Moncton, N.B., was be-
lieved to have suffered a heart at-
attack while at work early in
the morning.

The fire was bellieved to have
started from an iron Donald was
using at the time.

A post-mortem was
Fire damage was light.
Mr. Donald was born at Mal-
peque, P.E.I, a son of the late
Mr. and Mrs. R.T. Donald. He is
survived by three brothers, Dr.
S.K. Donald, Moncton, who leit
today by plane for Halifax, Rus-
sell, living in New Zealand, and
Melville, and two  sisters, Mrs.
Nelson Ramsay and Miss Clara
Donald, all of Prince Edward Is-
land.

ordered.

HALIFAX BEING INVADER

HALIFAX, Dec. 15—(CP)—The
port of Halifax is being invaded—
by stowaways,

Two were taken off ships arriv-
ing in port from the United
Kingdom today, and H. P, Wade,
inspector-in-charge of immigration
here, said tonight at least five
more stowaways are aboard ships
due at Halifax before Christmas.

~EOREA RECEIVES GRANT

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 —(CP):
—Korea today received a Marshall
Aid grant of $11313000 to buw
fertilizer in Canada and the Umit<
ed States, the Economic Co-oper<
ation Administration annoursced.

MORE

PING |
j HO];AYﬁ
QNLY 1HE HOG-
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B BACON CNERY

TORONTO, Dec. 15 — (CP) —
Minimum and maximum temper-
atures: Victoria 38 46; Edmonton 13
19; Regina 4B 17; Winnipeg 10B 8;
Toronto 16 24; Ottawa 8 21; Mont-
real 16 23; Quebec 7 19; Saint Johr
14 26: Moncton 13 22; Halifax 22

20; Charlottetown 19 22; Sydney
97 24; Yarmouth 27 30; St. John's
28 28,

B—Below,

HALIFAX, Dec. 15 — (CP) =
Official inland forecasts issued to-
night by the Dominion Public
Weather Office at Halifax:
Synopsis:
Cold air covers the forecast dis

triet and is resulting in cloudy
skies and scattered snowflurries
over the marine areas. Occesion-

ally, some of the cloud drifts inta

the inland regions, but, for the
most part, skies are clear over
land.

A high pressure area centred

south of the Great Lakes extends
northeast into the Maritimes. H
is moving vervy slowly east, henoa
there will be little change in the
weather of the district in the nexi
two days.

Regional forecasts, valld unti
midnight Friday: Prince Edward
Island—Clear except for a few
dy intervals, Continyng cold

ight winds. Low and high at
Charlottetown 11 and 26.

High tide today at 728 A. M. and
at 7.12 P. M.

Sun rises at 745 A. M. and sei4
at 442 P. M.

Summerside tide eighteen min

utes later than Charlottetown.
BORDEN - TORMENTINFE FERRY
WEEK DAYS

Lv. Borden Lv, Cape Tormenting
9.10 A.M, 1035 A.M.
1.00 P.M. 240 P.M.
4.30 P.M, 730 P.M.

SUNDAYS

Lv, Borden Lv. Cape Tormenting
9.10 A.M., 10.35 A.M.
645 P.M. 8.00 P.ML




