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W GREAT SPEECH
BY SIR T. WHITE

Continued from Page Seven

the verdict of the people at the last
election if they considered for one
moment, and I know they are not,
a dissolution and an appeal to the
country at this time,

Then the contention is advanced
that the Government has been in-
competent. .'Well, if I had not been
used to political debates during the
past eight years, if 1 thought that
that charge was put forward seri-
ously and not as a mere partisan
contention, I would feel like dis-
missing it with contempt. The old
‘Conservative Government under Sir
Robert Borden, the Union Govern-
ment that succeeded that Govern-
ment under Sir Robert incompetent!
Mr, Speaker, we are too close to
this. war and its events to realize
policies and measures in their true
light; but I say that when the his-
tory of the war is written and when
the bearing of policies and actions
are seen in truer porportion than
they are today, it will be the ver-
dict that no Prime Minister ever
deserved more of Canada than did
Sir Robert Borden, and that no Gov-
ernment has been more efficient or
anything like as efficient, as the
Government under him. And, Sir,

when I say that 1 do not excepf
even the Fathers of Confederation,
Why, Mr. Speaker, looking back
over the five years and the tempest
through which the world has passed
and through which we have passed,
and considering the mighty effort
that we in thig country put forth
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about that. Well, is the Govern-
ment to get no credit for the op-
posite condition of things? 1 say
that. this Government is “carrying
on” most capably at the present
time, and 1 say further than mo
Government in any self-governing
country has a more creditable rec-
ord than the Governnient of the
Right Hon, Sir Robert Borden, not
only during the war but since the
Armistice, and down to the present
moment,

What weighty question ig there,
Mr. Speaker, that cannot be dealt
with by‘'the Government of today
and by this House? Are there prob-
lems more weighty, more intricate,
more diffioult of solution, than those
which arose during the war? There
could not be. There are difficult prob-
lems; but they are not as difficult
and they are not as many as those
which were dealt with success}
fully during the war. It is said
that the Government is disorganiz-
ed, that some of its members have
retired, Well, that is not an extra-
ordinary thing. Mr. Speakér, in
how many countries have Ministers
holding important portfoliog retain-
ed them through the entire war?
How many have broken down with
the responsibility—continuous, ob-
sessive, the immense responsibility
of war which put a man alwayg to
the test for there is mo side-stepp-
ing; questions must be faced and
dealt with, and there is no relief or
relaxation. Survey the Governments
of the Overseas Dominions and of
Great Britain and of France, and
how many Ministers do youn find in

and on the initiative of the Gov-
ernment, was there ever a more
glorious tradition upon which to
found the enduring edifce of a poli-
tical party tham the work of the
last five years? Take the old Con-
servatives, and the Liberals who
joined them at the crisis of the
war—I do not believe there ever
was a group of men who could look
back to a greater or” nobler tradi-
tion of patriotic 'md efficlent ser-
vice.

[ do not intend to speak of the
achievements. of the Government
during the war. That has been
most admirably done in this debate
by a much more competent and elo-
quent man than I—I allude to the
Acting Prime Minister (Sir George
Foster) and I'congratulate him up-

office when the war dbroke out in
19167 I shall not labour the point
the House knows the situation as

ywell as L.

But if the Government is *‘carry-
ing on” capably today, and has
carried on capably since the Armis-
tice, and has lost so many members,
then, Mr. Speaker, what must we
say of the excellence of the Govern-
ment of the Right Hon. Sir Robert
Borden when it could lose so many
capable members and still be as ef-
ficient as it is today? You all re-
member the story of Abraham Lin-
coln. He had great confidence in
General ‘Grant, who was the most
successful General of. the Northern
armies, and who finally brought the
Civil War to a 'conclusion. But
General ‘Grant had enemies and

on his occupying that elevated posi-
tion. The Government in this
House is not lacking in able lead-
ership anyway. -Why, gentlemen,
the Acting Prime Minjster was elo-
quent before some of us could
speak at all.

I purpose, Mr. Speaker, to say a
word, but only in general terms,
With regard to what the Govern-
ment - has accomplished since the
Armistice, because the criticism is!
directed against the ‘Government

they informed the president that
General Grant was a heavy drink-
er. The slow, wise Lincoln said:
“What brand of whiskey does he
drink; I want it for the rest of my
Generals.” = What brand of men
; had the Right Hon. Sir Robert Bor-
den during the war it he can afford
to lose so many and still put up
such a front bench as we see to-
day?

Now, Mr. {Speaker, in .my view
the great need in'this country jto-

farmers.

of a series of coalition ldovqrn-

tem of representation dn
;{:uu would result Mm mﬂ
fairs, That is the on why at

the last election, as I have pointed
out, the Prime Minister's manifesto

one will take the trouble to read
it he will see that it was also for
the period’ necessary to deal with
the problemg arising ‘out of the
war. The mandate that the Govern-
ment hag from the people, rather
than its being exhausted ,is unful-
tilled. 1f the Government is to
live up to its- obligations to the
people and to the trust reposed in
it at the last election, the Govern-
ment must, as I know it will, carry

Speaklng of the reaction that has
taken place, the member ofr Red
Deer (Mr. Michael Clark) said the
other day that what Canada needed
wag a “National Progressive Panty.”
Well, Mr, Speaker, we have hiter-
to had two historic parties in this
country—I have never found that
third parties were long-lived; they
are not in keeping with ‘our con-
stitutional system. I say this to the
Government and to members on
thig side of the House: If Sir Ro-
bemt Borden' will form a National
Liberal-Conservative Party, consis-
ting of the old Conservative Party
and the members of the Liberal
party who joined him in the great
issue which. was before us in 1917,
and who think alike on national,
including fiscal, questions, he will
sweep the country .

How long have third parties last-
ed, in Canada, in'the United States,
or in any other country? They are
creatures only of the moment; they
are bound to coalesce in time with
one or other of the parties. You
cannot work out the British consti-
tution unless you have a bi-party
system in which there is continu-
ing responsibility on the part of
the two great parties. You may
have three parties for a time, but
you will not have them permanent-
ly. There is this difference between
a system of government under two
great parties and a system in which
there is a third party—and this has
been the case in Canada—the two
great parties have considered al-
wayg’' the national interest as op-
posed to class or group interest.
Now, I desire to say a word or
two with regard to an important
and very widespread movement
which has attracted a great deal
of attention in this country—the
“Farmers’ Movement," so-called. I
desire to refer to it only to the
extent of making a complaint—
and it is a complaint which might
be put forward just as well by hon.
gentlemen opposite as by hon.
gentlemen on this side. The com-
plaint is that there has been mis-
representation addressed  to the
farming population of Canada as to
the attitude of the two historic par-
ties in this country towards the
1 have read literature and
1 have heard speeches in which it
was affirmed. that both political

Continued On Page Eleyen, !
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as it is today and not so much day, politically speaking, is stabil- \ s
against the Government as it was |ity of adminstration. The people
during the war. Well, look back;do not want an election. What
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to the Armistice of 1918, and con-
sider the measures that have been
taken since to promote prosperity
and to stabilize industry,—and con-
sider also the successful loans
which have been made. Do you
know of any country, Mr. Speaker,
that is in better case than Canada
toaday? Social unrest, industrial
unrest—how do we compare with
the other countries of the world;
how do we compare with Great
Britain, with France,—even with
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the United. States, which,. having
regard to her population and re-
sources put forth only a tithe of the
effort of Canada and where today
the relations between Capital and

Labour, between rich and poor, are
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such as to cause the gravest appre-
hension among thinking men of the
Republic?

What do we find in Canada? A
certain amount of unrest undoubt-
edly—a considerable part of it
psychological. Does anybody sup-
pose that a nation can go through
the mighty strain of a war, with
all its tragic incidents, bereave-
ments and poignant suffering with-
out a nervous reaction? But take
the situation in Canada and con-
trast it with that which exists in
any other belligerant country— 1
care not which ,you select—and
we have the hest position in the
world today. Mr. Speaker, we all
remember Bairnsfather's cartoon,

and 1 say that if any one in this

House or in this country thinks
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—supposing that you had commer:
cial depression, unemployment, and
civil disorders, what attitude would
my good frignds opposite be taking
with regard 'to the Government?
Why, they -would visit all the
blame upon the Government, rightly
no doubt

or wrongly; there  is

lhey want is to be assured that
this Administration will carry on
the affairs of Government and leave
them to give attention to their own
private and business affairs. Our
ipeople do not want an election
that will throw the entire country
into turmoil. My hon, friend, the
leader of the Opposition, says—and
1 put forward his contention; ‘it is
not' mine—“Let us have an elec-
tion.” Now my hon. friend knows
perfectly well that neither he mnor
those who follow him would have
any chance whatever on an appeal
to the country. He does not want
the Government or those on this
side of the House to be returned.
Then what does he want? [He must
desire to have introduced the
“group” system in this House..

There is always a national ob-
jection, ,.and a serioug one, to an
election held after a great war and
while the public mind is disturbed.
and I will tell you why. In the
first place, a war makeg great de-
mands upot classes as such and
upon groups ag such. You call up-
on the farmers; you call upon the
manufacturers; you call upon labor;
you call upon all the classes of the
community by name, and it takes
them selfconscious. here is a
class-consciousness developed in
time of war that is not developed
in time of peace. More than that,
every class and every group has its
grievances; and the result is that
if you have an election immediately
following a war you do not get
what you ought to get in a general
election—you do not get a verdict
upon a question from the national

ing in their own interests. Now,
that is precisely the thing that is
to ibe avoided. I cannot fimagine
anything worse for Canada or for
any other country than that groups
throughout the country should
think in terms of their own group
interests and not in terms of the
national interest, which should be
the supreme interest at all times:

What advantage would a group
gystem be in this House, as com¢
pared with the present system? f
Government were to be carried on
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there would have to be continuous
coalitions. Even if they did not
carry on, you would have further
group representation ag the result
of the next election. In other
words, you would have precisely
the situation that existed in the old
province of 'Canada, when succes-
sive coalitlons resulted in so much
turmoil that Confederation became
absolutely necessary to the life of
the country. *

No election should be held until
the public mind has steadied down;
and it is steadying down nicely.
One can see a reaction from the

extreme views of a year ago. The
S people of this country are sound
in ‘head and at heart. They want
to go about their daily avocations.!
They want security for their per-
sons and their property. They do
not care two straws for individual |
political ambitions; they want sta- |
bility of Government to enable
them to go about their business
and work in their own and in the }
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national interest. Why, the result

that he knows of a ‘a better 'ole”
than Canada, why, let him go to it;
—he will soon be disillusionized.

Now, is the Government to -get
no «credit for all this? 'Supposingjgtandpoint; you get a verdict from
instead of this situation which Ilthe standpoint of the clagses vot-
have pictured—and not overstated




