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Last Days Of Parliament

The last days of the Eighteenth Parliament
were characterized by a great deal of reading

into Hansard of obviously direct appeals to the
over-suspicious, discontented man with a many-
sided grievance complex too numerous to figure
in statistics.  Minister of Labour Rogers, says

correspondent, led a ministerial
The anti-Combine law

It developed dis-

an Ottawa
brigade in this respect-
was his chosen instrument.
cords,

The same Minister had failed in creating pop-
ular endorsement of his National Employment
Commission. - His improved housing plan can-
not be hailed as a success.  There are duplica-
tions, confusion and.wasted effort. That money
has been squandered was made all too plain in
connection with the former,  There much
“watt-and-see” involved in the latter. There are

is

uncertain - after-eitects | regarding  extensive
housing plans in the minds’ of those whose in-
itial espousals have been cooled by reflection.”
The final work-out is not so plain in practice

ax it was in the widely broadeast words of pre-
dicuon,  FHousing improvements, on the scole
contemplated, are taking a place as a flash in
the pan, and an dlusive and doubtiul project.

Under the Opposition probe the same minis-
ter's anti-Combine bill was offhand shown to
be an autocratie and unprecedented invasion of

the liberty of the subject. Those under suspic-
ion of Combine practices were indiscriminate-
Iv marked down f{or various kinds of keel-haul-
ing by the commissioner. The contenders for
the observance of traditional British law, in

cases as ndicated, or even suggested, in the bill,
scored heavily i their citations time after time.
There were painful pauses to the right of the
ehairman.  Many essential amendments were
compelled in this fashion. They were ‘accepted,
in whole or part, despite the overhang of a
parliamentary majority held in reserve- This
factor the Opposition admitted frecly and kept
right on. The ultimatum of a formal vote was
not invoked. Progress was reported from time
to time in monotonous fashion. The resort to
a division was avoided. The government was
obviously afraid of discontented Liberal ab-
sentees.  There were dissenters on the govern-
ment side as indicated by quéstions involving
criticism put up to the minister. The Opposi-
tion played, for time, They relied on the *“sink-
ing in” of their unanswerable presentations, In
the end the scope of the Commissioners’ juris-
diction was variously and sensibly modified, an
avenue was opened for final appeal, with great-
er facility, and seemliness. It may be assumed
that those really guilty of doubtful practices are
now forewarned and so {orearmed in pursuit
of methods of caution. There are still teeth
of an inquisitorial nature in the Commons
amended measure.  But remains the further
consideration—the latest anti-Combine law has
yet to be tested.

Minister of Pensions, PowEgr, announced that
a Federal dole ‘would not be added to that of
the provinces and municipalities in .the case of
non-pensioned returned men, some 27,000. The
decision was made with final emphasis; it put
aside an unacceptable principle which the gov-
ernment would not sanction. Relief for un-
employed younger veterans is heing planned un-
der government oversight and that of promin-
ent citizens. There would be the factor of self-
help involved:  The decision of the minister
against added government doles was announced
in” the face of a Commission's favourable re-
commendation.  This body was of Hon, M.
Power’s-own appointment; Mr.-BENNETT -made
a plea for the unemployable veteran, telling the
minister the time was coming when a perman-
ent policy must be adopted, Perhaps Canada
should follow the United States and establish
homes or colonies where unemployables could

be cared for. The minister agreed as to the
necessity of a permanent policy, promising to
subimit some concrete proposals to Parliament

ssion,

persed in debate were charges of un-

just dismissals of veterans from government ser-
vice. The men involved were not given an op-
portunity of appeal to establish their innocence
of partizan conduct.

e Opposition Leader’s proposal of ear-

marked federal funds for municipalities, a plan
recarded with favour by the government, will
doubtless react to the easement of hard pressed
civic authorities,  Money: will not be so “tight”
for the dole, which the unemployed returned men
share with the other workless.

A Droblem Of Empire

~ “In order that the public may better enjoy
the holiday,” the birthday of His Majesty King

George VI, which falls’ on  Dec. 14, will be
eelebrated on June q.
It is.a gracious thought, and the substitu-

tion of a summer holiday for a winter one will
be welcomed here as in  Britain, says an ex-
change; but certain other Dominions  ahd col-
onies may conclude that its sponsors scarcely
yet appreciate the extent of this Empire on
which the sun never sets.

For in Australia and elsewhere June ¢ will
not be a summer day, while Dec. 14 is likely to
be among the warmest days of the year..

South Africa and Australia  may,

King’s natal day, for the samie reason that
Britain and Canada will prefer the official an-
niversarv.  And, after all, there seems to be
good rcason for suggesting that the ruler of the

Provincial revenues,”
first thing would be to reduce our debt.”

is a Deliever in advertising.

Strathgartney,
mortage of $340 on every 100 acres of farm
land, not including arrears of taxes or the mort-
gages placed on them by the huge amount of
the Federal debt.

perhaps,
decide to request pegmission to celebrate on the

greatest Empire the world has ever known
should be allowed two birthday celebrations each
year instead of the. ordinary one,

The Bootleggers’ Bonus

Mr. Saville, M.L.A., at any rate is frank
enough to say that he voted deliberately for
reduced penalties for old offenders under the
Prohibition Act as amended at the present legis-
lative session. The “ideal fine”, says Mr. Sav-
ille, *should be just enough to make a man feel
the paying of it yet not big enough that he will
find it profitable to go to jail instead of paying.”
In other words, the Act is to be a revenue-
making racket for the Campbell Government.
But alas for Mr. Saville's argument: he voted
to reduce the jail sentence as well as the fine for
second and subsequent offenses! The minimum
penalty is to be four months or $300, instead of
six months or $3500. So it’s *heads we win, tails
you lgse”, so far as the bootléggers are con-
cerned.

~ Editorial Notes ~

Lincoln died this date 1865,
¥ % x

Senator Hughes attracts more attention from

the Press gallery of the august Senate than any
member
Meighen.
cussing other than. routine business,

except  Senators Dandurand and
He seems to have the flare for dis-

Hon. Mr Prowse. is more optimistic than the
Premier who has budgetted for a $63,000 de-
ficit.  “If next year we shall have a surplus in
said Mr, Prowse, “the

* = =

Hon. Mr. Prowse, as a shrewd business man
“One thing we
fall down in is our failure to give the Island

enough publicity,” What is good for the dry
goods business is good for the tourist business.

* %k X

According to Mr. W. F. A. Stewart of
there isa Provincial government

* % *
It is the unalterable conviction of Mr. M.

Annear that agricultural production will always
be our chief source of revenue.

Judging by
Premier Campbell’s record, one would be in-

clined to challenge this, and suggest “borrowing”

instead,

* % %
It is amusing to read Prémier Campbell’s re-
marks on the evil of job hunting in politics,
and then read the Public Accounts and Public
Works reports and see how. often, and for how-
much the names of various members of the Legis-
lature and their firms appear. Self-denial is the
last virtue sought to be practised by our politi-
cians,

x k%
Premier Hepburn is quite right in demanding
the resignation of any of his Cabinet who dis-
agre¢ with his government's policy and insist
upon expressing that disagreement. A- Govern-
ment must speak with one voice to be respected
and effective. Of course, our own Campbell
Government does not live up to that standard,
but then it is a law unto itself, or rather a chaos.
* Tk k

Hon Gordon Sloan having been appointed a
justice of the Supreme Court of British Colum-
bia, Premier T. D. Pattullo has been sworn in
Attorney-General in his stead. Legal experts be-
lieve that the Premier is the only King's Coun-
sel in Canada who is neither barrister nor solici-
tor. The, title of King's Counsel is automatical-
ly conferred upon the Attorney-General of Bri-
tish Columbia under a section of the King's
Counsel Act. His new office is the second port-
folio held by the Premier. He was already
Minister of Railways.

D
Imports of pickles and sauces. were valued at
$21,390 in February, slightly lower than in the
previous month but on a par with those of the
same month last year., This came mdinly from
the United Kingdom. Exports of pickles, sauces
and catsups were worth $14,370, about double
those of last year, but a large decrease from the
previous month. Imports of canned vegetables
at $8,682 were about one-half the value of the
same month last year. The exports were valu-
ed at $21,016 against $17,731, of which the
United Kingdom took one-third.
Y

Colonel Grant Suttie, who left with the S.S.
Duchess of Bedford te be decorated by the King
as commander of the Order of St. John, told
an interviewer that he was thoroughly convin
ced of the advisability of developing cadet
work in_the schools. ~ The countries of Den-
mark, Norway and Sweden went in for youth
training in a serious way and yet these count-
ries were among the most democratic in the
world and could not be accused of developing a
militaristic spirit among the young.
health of a nation depends on the health of the
individuals of that nation,” he stated and add-
ed, “The training of the individual should begin

in his youth,”
* ok %

Everglades (Fla.) farmers declare that bean
and tomato crops on 50,000 acres have been “go
to 95 per cent” destroyed by rain and hail.
Mr. Luther Jones of Belle Glade said the dam-
age in the rich Winter vegetable bowl was
“greater than that of the 1928 hurricane.” Mr.
H. T. Holloway, who operates extensive farm-
ing interests, appealed for aid in a telegram to
Senator Claude Pepper and Representative Mark
Wilcox in Washington, “Practically all Glades
r farms were destroyed by rain and hail,” Mr.
Holloway wired, “Thousands are destitute and
unless we can get assistance the community will

be confronted with a serious situation. Aid of
the Red Cross is asked for shomsands of la-

borers”

/
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Notes By The Way

Men may {ly, men may ride in a.
Kinas o1 macames and on al sorw
UL HLLUEL, DUL W Yoauy LNaccess-
lule pars o1 uwe.earur musy sul oe
reacueda on iooy. ‘Lhe repore
rescue parvy wrying 1o fina 8 Wreck-
ed plaune eacmpliues: “A posse ol
iweaty-nve picsked mountain climb-
ers piunged al aayoreak Loday nLo
tne kastern Arizona ‘“badiands,’ in
searcn of a wrecked airiiner and its
e.gnt occupants, virtualiyy given up
for dead, ‘vneir goal was the ruggea
western slope ‘ot 10,500-foot baiay
Peak where air searchers recently
spotied the tangled ruin of the
twenty-one-passenger Doug.as ship.
. . « Seven miles of pathless snow-
covered wilds lies before the search-
ers and the wreckage, almost hid-
den in a grove of trees on the
mountainside.”—Telegraph Journal.

The situation is a little easier
than it was; but no permanent im-
provement can be expected until
French capital plucks up courage to
return to France from abroad and
to venture out of its h ding-places
at home. M. Blum's real problem is
not in Parliament, - where, even if
the Front Populaire: were not so
solid as it is, there could be litt.e
disposition to displace him in fav-
our of his critics. He is on strong
grounds when he maintans that at
any rate he has done better than
they did when they were in office.
There are unmistakable signs-of
economic recovery, which, however,
can only be made permanent if,
without forfeiting the confidence of
the working-class voters who placed
him in power, and whose continued’
support is necessary for orderly re-
covery, he is able to dispel the fears
which are still causng capital to
hold back. — London Times.

Mr. Benneit wants a round table
conference instead of a Royal Com-
mission to investigate the relations
between the Dominion and the
provinces, so that essential socia
legislation can be enacted. “Com-
missions,” the former Prime Minis-
ter told a North Renfrew audience,
“are the negation of democratic
government.” Not only that, but
they are expensive and usually
more or less pointless.—Windsor
Star.

Man, in his conceit, is astonished
over his own cleverness in teaching
dogs “tricks.” He will get the crea-
ture to imitate a few human poses
and loudly applaud the perform-
ance. It might be better if he were
to try to learn from the dog rather
than instruct it—learn pat'ence,
loyalty, obedience, cohtentment.
The average dog has little, one
wou'd suppose, to make him satis-
fied with his lot. Now that April
has come, ushering in long months
of imprisonment, with the dog-
catcher continually on the alert,
the cause for satisfaction is still
less. Public welfare must, of course,
receive first cons deration; no nui-
sance can be permitted. But it is
certainly a “dogs life” in the cities
in the Spring and Summer months
for these faithful little compan-
ions.—Hamilton Spectator,

In a recent. radio. address F. W.
Leggett, Chief Industrial Officer of
the Eritish M nistry of Labor, stat-
ed that the average person enter-
ing upon life in the workaday world
requires and should receive these
four essentia s: “Security in earning
a living, a decent home, fair wages,
and the opportunity to fulfil him-
self.” Not unreasonable require-
ments these. But thousands in this
rich young country of Canada are
denied them. Nor can there be any
real happness of living, any dur-
able satisfaction, so long as. these
essentials are lacking.

At long last <4hat ineffiable and
indescribable something is in the
air.  The breeze is warm and car-
essing. Buds are breaking out on
the trees. The sunlight has deepen-
ed from its wintry lemon shade to a |
robust and hearty yellow and lies in
vivid splashes in the streets and
across the window si'ls. Spring, soft,
lovely, golden Spring, is here at last.

Complaint by Toronto members
of Parliament that not enough Fed-
eral money is being spent in this
city, while Ottawa is getting plenty,
draws a reply . from The Ottawa
Journal, which argues that, after
all, Ottawa is the country’s Capital,
the centre of its business adm'nis-
tration, and that conducting so en-
ormous a business is costly, ., . .
Successive Governments carry on
plans to make Ottawa the beautiful
city it ought to be, and these cost
money. But it is the Dominion’s
Capital, and all Canadians with a
sense of the aesthetic desire that
the most be made of its natural ad-
vantages.—Toronto Globe and Mail,

In France the danger was that.
Blum'’s Popular Front government
would be pushed by its own sup-
porters into giving open assistance
to the Popular Front government in
Madrid. But Blum has resisted this
pressure from his own people. He
has shown caution and common
sense. He has declined to give the
assistance of the French govern-
ment to Madrid. And in doing so he
has strengthened his position. That
does not often happen in polit'cs. It
may sometimes be right and even
courageous to desert your political
friends. But it very rarely pays.—
London Sunday Express.

President Roosevelt’s  pointed
warning that the United States
Government will not buy certain
commodities at existing soaring
prices tumbled a list of Wall Street
stocks from one to five points. That,
while it may have pinched certain
speculators, can do no harm ulti-
mately. It was a correction, per-
ha})s. badly needed.—Ottawa Jour-
nal.

The right to strike is not in dis-
pute at all, nor the principle of col-
lective bargaining. But it is perfect-
ly clear that if negotiations are free
and without lasting bitterness strik-
ers have no more right to occupy
company property than a company
would have to seize the homes of
employees. Force is a dangerous
weapon, ‘and when the novelty
wears off public opinion in the Uni-
ted States will not sanction its use
in  Industrial  disputes—Ottawa
Journal,
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By James W . Barion, M.D.

THE NUMBER OF PALENTS
ENTEKING MENTAL HOSPI-
TALS OF THEIR OWN AC-
CORD IS INCREASING
RAPIDLY

The word “asylum” and “lunatic”
are now rarely used and it is safe
to say that most of the youngsters
of to-day have never heard of them.

questions ot interest. The
Charlottetown ¢ Guﬂhi.. doea mot

of correspondents,

COST OF LIVING

Sir,—In the April 8th issue of
The Guardian, a writer, XYZ,
wrote of the incid of th

tant woods....and all the air is
filled with pleasant noise of wat-
ers’. And add to this, through
\the open window of my friend the

ician's studio comes—softly

the adulteration of merch
and the exorbitant profits secured
by some vendors of goods.

In regard to bankers, doctors,
merchants and the clergy paying
taxes, they pay lly as much as
do the producers of raw materials
or manufactures as they are fact-

Formerly asylum meant an i -
t.on—perhaps almost a prison—for
insane or crazy people, and no fam-

| lly wanted it known that one of its

members was confined there, In
fact hundreds of faimlies kept their
afllicted member or members at
home, sometimes with an attend-
ant, rather than have the stigma or
taint of insanity placed upon the
family.

Today it is felt generally that just
as the asthma-hay fever—eczema
complex, the tendency to tubercul-
osis or other conditions, seem
run in some families, so the ten-
dency to nervous ailments—illus-
ions, delusions, obsessions, anxiety
states, phantasy or day dreaming—
runs in other families. These ner-
vous symptoms may never appear
unless some shock, some emotional
disturbance, occurs, which is the
match which lights the fire.

Further, as most of these cases
are as bright mentally as those who
are normal, there is not the “sting”
of former times about being sick
mentally.

An interesting point has come up
in Great Britain where ' the term
“mental” hospita!” has taken the
place of asylum. Some physicians
and others interested in “mental”
cases have sought to have the word
mental left out and the word “hos-
pital” ‘alone used in describing the
institution. N

However, an editorial ‘n the Brit-
ish Lancet states that the Board of
Control on Mental Deficiency has
rightly refused to leave out the
word “mental” because while the
word “asylum” may have caused
some stigma,the term “mental hos-
pital” carries none, or at least there
is no evidence that the name men-

tal hospita! prevents patients who-

may go in of their own free ‘will
from entering. The number of these
patients who go in of their own
free will, just as they would enter
any other hosp'tal for treatment of
})ody ailments, is steadily increas-
ng. o

“The Mental Treatment Act
which allowed those who wished to
enter a mental hospital to do so is
only five years old, yet last year one
person in every four who entered a
mental hospital in  England and
Wa'es did so voluntarily or of their
own free will.

The Board of Control is of the
opinion that as 45 per’cent of the
patients in some mental hosp'tals
are, voluntary patients, it is only
reasonable to expect that very soon
at least 50 per cent—half—of the

patients in all mental hospitals will
be voluntary patients.”

e o

THE SHEPHERDESS

She wa'ks, the lady of my delight,

A shepherdess of sheep.

Her flocks are thoughts; she keeps
them white,

She guards them from the steep;

She feeds them on the fragrant
height,

And folds them in for sleep.

She roams maternal hills and
bright,

Dark valleys safe and deep.

Into that tender breast at night

The chastest stars may peep.

She walks, the lady of my delight,

A shepherdess of sheep.

She holds her little thoughts in
sight,

Though gay they run and leap;

She s 50 circumspect and right—

Sheé has her soul to keep.

She walks, the lady of my delight,

A shepherdess of sheep,

—Ajice Meynell

county by someone who had no lic-
ense to do so and that man was
fined. The same skin was then
found in the possession of a man in
Middlesax and he had to come
across. But the elusive skin kept
going on. It was traced to Huron
county and another man was up in
court and was forced to shell out.
Finally the skin was found in El-
mira, where it had been sold for
$3.75. All told the department col-
lected over seventeen dollars in
fines and now has the skin to the
good.—Trenton Courier-Advocate.
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forQuality

We supply the right grades for
all uses. Ring us up on the tele-
phone and learn of our reasonable
prices for all kinds of the best Coal.
We shall be pleased to serve you.

W. D. GILLIS Co.

PHONE 176

e

A ooem was killed in L

ors of pr tion and distribution,
hence producers of wealth. In the
final analysis the ultimate consum-
er of a finished produet or service
is the taxpayer. Thus we all pay
taxes.

Referring to the adulteration of
foods and kindred products I sin-
cerely believe this to be untrue ex-
cept in rare instances. The “Adul-
teration of Foods Act” would hard-
ly permit the watering of molasses
and as far as kerosene is concern-
ed I was not aware that it could be
mixed ‘with - water,

In the last paragraph the writer
stated that “The price of most
everything went up from one hun-
dred per cent to one hundred and
fifty per cent, these last number of
years, farm products have gone at
the same rates.” This statement
would indicate that the family
budget required is two to two and
one half times what it was some
years ago. A corresponding decrease
in the prices paid for farm pro-
duce, & hundred to a hundred and
fifty per cent would ind'cate a state
of affairs such that the producer
gets nothing for his goods (a de-
crease of one hundred per cent)
and In certain cases (a decrease
of one hundred and fifty per cent)
pays as high as fifty per cent of
their former value to have them
disposed of. :

On. p. 815 of the 1936 Canada
Year Book the index numbers of
a family budget of staple foods,
fuel, rent, etc, in P, E. 1., were:
1913—100, 1926—137.3, 1930—136.3.
1933—110.2, and 1935—110.7. For the
corresponding years the index
number of wholesale prices of vege-
table products was 58.1, 100, 77, 59,
and 673. This indeed shows a dif-
ferent pcture from that presented
by XYZ. Regarding exorbitant pro-
fits made by merchants today it
might be of interest to know that
the average 'ife of a retail business
in America is six years, and that
during the past thirty six years the
losses incurred by businesses practi-
cally equal the profits, after ex-
penses and wages have been paid.

Hop'ng that this .will clear up
certain points, and thanking you
for your valuable space.

I am, Sir, etc.,
ARTHUR L. WRIGHT

OOMPOSITION AND OTHER
STUDIES
(continued)

Sir,~In an article on “Compo-
-sition and Other Studies” written
by New Teacher which appeared
in your issue of Saturday 10th
inst,, criticizing a previous article
written by myself on the same
subject, the writer credits me with
concluding my article with a jolly
joke which I “kindly explained”.
In return, T must say at once that
in the art of sustaining a high
pitch of jocularity, not necessarily
kindly, in a tedious discourse on
geometry New Teacher does won-
derfully well himself;—so much for
the humorous possibilities of old
Euclid. And now by the way, I
am glad to note how New Teacher's
pen has fully recovered from its
paralysis. True, he says he never
learned to write well, but really,
the writer doth protest too much.
But to proceed, I still stick to my
first assertion, clearly stated or
implied, that all well-written cont-

it must, iously or un-

' consciously to the author, bear a

general correspondence > ithe
manner of Euclid’s proposit.ons and
that the rule in respect to the top-
ic sentence is, that it must bear
specific ref to the subject or
title. That there may be excep-
tions, or rather apparent excep-
tions, I will of course not deny, for
rules in composition are not ab-
solutely true; that is the excep-
tions serve to prove the rule, and
in the case of the two examples
cited by New Teacher we must ad-
mit him some slight concession;—
interested readers will please take
notice of these examples in New
Teacher's letter. In the first of
these the reference is clearly there
but it is indiregt and by way of
comparison. In the second case,
that is the donkey’s case, until the
writer tells us more of the story,
we must leave it entirely with the
donkey. But let tthe teachers and
advanced pupils in the public
schools now consult their ordinary
readers and see for themselves
how far the rule that we have just
stated in respect to the topic sen-
tence, holds good in the various
prose and poetry seledtions in these
readers.

It would have been very inter-
esting to have followed New Teach-
er had he written what he suggest-
ed, namely, a descriptive composi-
tion on the subject of “A Day in
Spring”, and to note how inevit-
ably this well-written composition
—for we doubt not it would be
written well—would have to com-
ply with the geometrical rules of
logical order and logical sequence
of thought notwithstanding New
Peacher'’s  jocular treatment of
this matter,
apt manner of treating it. “Come
class,” says he, “It is a lovely spring
day;—let us gt out our geometry
books and d:. ribe it;” whereupon
all the boys and girls are seen to
smile, and gome of them laugh out-
right, and even Old Teacher smiles
somewhat. But not too fast, wait
a little, sit tight; they laugh best
who laughs last. Stern mathemat-
ics and spring days are not so un-
related to one another as you
might suppose. Suppose pow that
you add to New Teacher’s initial
description of a spring day, the

following lines from Wordsworth:
“The are singing in the dis-

Let us recall his |

played on the piano—the sweet
strains of “The Spring Song”.—and
this song, boys and girls, and every
other song can be expressed in
terms of arithmetic and algebra;
and are they not even now ex-
pressed in térms of plane geomet-
rical space in your music books?
How funny and laughable it seems!
But mathematicians will ftell you
that it is true, and I am not sur-
prised to learn that Einstein is a
great musician, for conversely, I
believe that every great compos-
er is by nature an apt mathema-
ttician. John Milton, the devout
Puritan-poet of England, was wont
for long years to gaze at night in-
to the starry heavens, up to the
time when he became blind. He
then wrote his immortal epic, Par-
adise Lost and Paradise Regained;
John Hadyn, the devout German
composer, inspired Milton’s
grealt epic, gazed into the same
heavens and wrote his great Ora-
torio, “The Creation”; Sir Isaac
Newton, the devout mathematician.
gazed into the same heavens and
exclaimed in rapture, “God geo-
metrizes”. And it may seem absurd
New Teacher, but in the end, I
believe truth an4 harmony, truth
and beauty, will be found “at onc
and inseparable.
I am Sir, ete.,
OLD TEACHER.
PS.—If space permits the writ-
er will conclude this article this
week with comments on Reading
and Rhetoricand other points rais-
ed by New Teacher.
0. T

A MERCHANT REPLIES

8ir,—I see in your issue dated
April the 8th., 1937 a lefter written
by one signing himself X. Y. Z. in
which he throws out an “Impor-
tant Challenge for Contradiction’”
to the country merchants, or those
who ‘do business with the farmers
of this province.

He makes three distinct charges
namely:—that Merchants pay mno
taxes, that they adulterate the
goods they have for sale, and that
they have in the last number of
years raised their prices 500 per
cent.

Now, being a country merchant,
and being only one of the least of
many of such, yet I felt it my
duty to accept the challenge as
thrown out before the public by
our good friend. I am interested in
reading some letters of this na-
ture. There seems to be quite a
propaganda of this sort -abroad,
only in most cases with a much
nicer complexion, and not coming
out in the open as our good
brother has done in his recent let-
ter. Nevertheless, many have the
same attitude, and, no doubt, are
sincere, and feel they are real
benefactors to their ~community,
by making similar accusations ag-
ainst the merchants of their own
districts. i 3
Now, Sir, what I say is from my
own personal experience, and oh-
servation, in our. own community,
written in good faith, with good
will toward all men. I do not
know where the writer lives, nor
where he gets his information for
such statements, but he does ac-
cuse my brother merchants and
myself as slackers, cheats, and
those ‘who exploit the farmers of
this Island, and, moreover, he
challenges contradiction.

I would like to say first, that I
was brought up on a farm where
we had a large stock, milked 16
cows, kept 25 to 40 pig:. and all
that go with a farm of this type,
I had a farm of my own for a
number of years, until poor health
caused me to seek lighter work. I
feel, therefore, that I have some
little knowledge of what a farmer
meets in the way of reverses ana
also in the prospect of rewards.
Today, as a merchant, I do
business in the same community.
We give employment to four clerks
of this place, and enjoy the con-
fidence and @cod will of our peo-
ple. We are able to pay our clerks
and buy the farmers eggs, poultry,
and produce, and they have so far
received the cash, and do not huve
to wait until their wares are cold
before getting their returns. The
same applies to the other mer-
chants of this community, and I
have no reason to believe, that
they do differently elsewhere
Now, before taking up the chal-
lenge I would like to say a word
about our farmers. We Tave few,
i any poor “be-knighted” (what-
ever the term means) farmers; in
fact, I feel sure they would. resent
being placed in such a category.
This part of the Island can boast
of some of the best informed, and
cleverest farmers in Canada., May
I refer to only two who are best
know—namely, the late W. M. Lea,
reckoned to be the finkst Premier
this Island knew, who also was the
father of the dairy industry in this
section of the province. And the
Honorable John H. Myers who is
known as our Islm:d's w}l{t’ﬂestmmd
most pleasing orator s ree
sons each have their o¥n, well-

BOCTORS CHECK
KIDNEYS FIRST

remove from the the waste matter
—Il:-ueou acids and M"“!‘-‘:
for o D R N
ache, Rheumatism, | Lack of
BnlxiTu Frequent i

ness, Headaches—all may result from
kidneys. As a health a wise
r‘uﬂh—-«dmmlﬂnphﬂ-
yvithu' fifty
LR g, e iy

d's

idney Pills

equipped and  beautiful
sloping down to the sea. These
men have not only dollars and
cents, but they are rich ‘in experi-
ence and wisdom, and most of al]
tolerance .Merchants can and do
look to:our farmers for guidance
in many emergencies,

Now, sir, the challenge:—

Last 'year we paid over $100.00
in taxes; this can be proven. We
also paid $138.00 to charity, I am
not giving these figures in any
boastful manner; I wish only to
show that merchants do take their
places in their respective com-
munities.

Regarding tampering with the
goods in any way held by us for
sale to our people either to add or
detract from them, I am willing to
have all or any of our staff ques-
tioned or sworn, an?® I will restore
tenfold any unjust thing if such
be found.

Now as to merchants raising the
price of goods 500 per cent during
the last few years, well, it is tog
ridiculous to attempt to analyze
I will leave that with all fair-
minded people to judge.

Now, Sir, I think I have said en-
ough to show that merchants can
challenge, and contradict the ac-
cu'ations made by the writer, and
many other such insinuations that
are abroad today, in an endeavor
to undermine the people’s confid-
ence in our country merchants.

Let me say here, the people of
this Island have every facility to
check up on prices on all and
every commodity by radio, cat-
alogues, and shopping through the
large town stores. We merchants
are compelled if we want to sell
goods, to keep our prices in line
with all such current quotations
Merchants don’t want to slander
or knock any class or kind of peo-
ple; all we ask is a chance to earn
a living for our families in the
modest way peculiar to our own
Island. Further more we invite
investigation into our business at
any time if a feeling of exploitation
or otherwise is prevalent. Any sug-
gestions from the community will
receive our sincere consideration.
We solicit the patronage of our
people only when we are sure we
can serve them to our mutual
benefit.

Any further writings will not be
answered.

farms,

I am, Sir ete,

B. C. WOOD,

Crapaud, P/E. L
“INTERLOCUTORY” TWINS

RARE IN MEDICAL HISTORY

LOS ANGELES, April 14 — Mrs
Mildred Reubin and her “interloc«
utory” twins—two daughters whose
manner of birth is rare in medical
history—made satisfactory progress
today, hospital attendants said.

A delicate obstetrical -manoeuvre
was necessary to save the lives of
the twins, because they were ly-
ing in opposite directions but lock=
ed together, chin against chin.
They were born three minutes a-
part yesterday.

Doctors Howard Merrill and
Joseph Freed said “interlocutory”
twins are reported once in 50,000
ITCHING

cases.
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Also externally caused pimples and
rashes relieved by sbothing, fast-acting
medication of Cuticura. Buy today.

CUTIE ASUAD ANOD

OINTMENT

\

due Sunday, April 18th. Ice
conditions permitting load-
ing Monday, April 19th,
Sailing same day for St
Pierre and St. John’s, Nfld.
For space, rates, etc.

J. F. BRAGG (Agent)
Buntain & Bell’s Wharf
Phone 1129

—
L-1583-4-14-3

SPRING TONIC
BLOOD PURIFIER

Mac’s Blood Food
A combination especially val-
uable in the treatment of
those diseases where their
origin is traceable to an im-
poverished condition of the
blood. s

One of the greatest remed-
ies in the treatment of Rheu-

fism and a g teed ap-
petite restorative,

Get a box, to-day.

Box of 50 tablets 50c.

DR. L. B. EVANS

H you have any trouble
with your stomach such as
indigestion, dyspepsia, sour
stomach, heartburn, gastric
distress, etc., then don’t delay
getting 'a bottle of Dr. Evan’s
stomach mixture immed-
iately.

Evan’s Stomach Mixture is
a prescription of Dr. L. B.
Evans, noted English Phy-
sician of which we have the
sole rights to and since sell-
ing it have received numerous
testimonials from satisfied
nurchasers,

Try a bottle to-day. Price
85 cents,

THE TWO MACS

Mail Orders Promptly
Attended to.




