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West opened his fourth-highest

theart, and when East played the
queen, declarer lost no time in win-
ning the trick with the ace.

With only five tricks in im-
mediate sight in spades, hearts
and clubs, it was all to apparent
that the diamond suit would have
to be run for at least four tricks.
Naturally, if declarer had known

the location of the diamond queen
he could have done very well, but
he had the uneasy feeling that he
would guess wrong.

Well, one thing was sure, It would
be better to make the wrong guess
and lose a diamond trick to West,
than to make the wrong guess and
lose it to East. If the latter won
the lead a heart return through
South’s now unguarded jack would
be fatal—whereas if West got in
with the diamond queen. . . but
that's the story!

At the second trick declarer led
his diamond deuce to the ace, then
returned the diamond three and
finessed Ms own nine-spot. Natur-
ally, he was disappointed to see
West, take in the trick, but he held
his breath for West's next action.
West felt that he was ‘“on the
spot” and didn't know what to do.
Apperently, declarer had let him
win the dlamond trick because this
would prevent a play through the
heart jack, which West assumed to
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up the heart jack by laying down
the king, West led a spade, hoping
to put his partner I for a heart
return. That, of course, was the
end of the defense!

It is easy to say that West should
have cashed the high heart because
his best chance lay in that direct-
fon, but the faot remains that
South had protected himself as well
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“Look here, Dolly. I’'m ag
man than you are—older not only
In years but in experience and In
knowledge of the Force.”

There was a gravity in the elder
man's manner and lDoulmora yait-
ed for him to continue.

“On the facts we have ascectain-
ed there is no reason why what
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those people said this afternoon
should not be true.”

«If ever people in the world
were hedging —had something to
hide — those two people are they,”
Dollimore insisted.

“They are both crooks — there
tsn’t much doubt about that, par-
ticularly the woman, but wa've no
charge against them., You can't ar-
rest her for being Flash Cardew's
wife.”

“Is it likely that Mary would have
sent her trunks to the oloakroom
at Euston? Do pegple do things
like that?”

“you can't depend on what &
woman's going to do— even the
best of them. She might have had
reasons of her own for not going
to her relatives, I'm not keen on
my owp relatives — apart from
the missus and the kids, of course.
Now do listen to me, Dolly —you're
seeing the Chiet this evening?”’

“Yes."

“Then watch your step. You're
young. You will go a long wey m
the service unless you start lead-
ing people like the Chiet up the

arden. Granted that these people
are a bunch of crooks, it doesn't
follow that they had anything te
do with Mrs. Lewin’s death and
still less with Miss Stenning’s cure
lous silence. You've got u Vvery
persuasive tongue — a dangerous
persuasive tongue — and it you let
the Chlef in for doing something
silly over Miss Stenning and it
turns out she's quletly staying with
an old nurse or something like
that, your number will be up, as
far as promotion is concerned. And
rightly so,” Ducros added in loyaity
‘to the Force of which he was a

distinguished member.

“But hang i all, Duocros, I'm

as he could.
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worried about Mary Stenning!”

will act only on what you know
to be the facts.”
(To be continued.)

“That doesn’t justify you in act-
ing impulsively, If you are wise you
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