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Cogent Arguments

Too bad Senator Mclntyre wasn’t familiar
with the material in the Jones Government brief
on Prince Edward Island fiscal claims when he
was asked in the Senate Chamber why this Pro-
vince was claiming its revenues were inade-
quate, as it was the first to reach its war loan
objectives. Here is the answer:

In the 9th Victory Loan the total assessnient
for the whole of Canada was $1,130,000,000.

On a per capita basis, Prince Edward Island
having .8 per cent of the population, the allot-
ment for Prince Ldward Island woutd be $10,
644,000,

Prince Edward Island’s capacity to ocontri-
bute must have been taken into consideration by
the National Finance Committee as the assess-
ment was only $3,300,000, or approximately
one-third.

Again, the brief gives an interesting eompari-
son of revenue from Provincial sources. The
figures are from a Dominion study of finances
for the. year 1943:

Total provincial and municipal revenue for
all Provinces amounted to $591,000,000.

On a per capita basis (P.E.I. having .8 per
cent of the poputation) the Province would have
bad $4,728,000 instead of $1,562,000 as shown.

This $1,562,000 is a proximately one-third the
per capita rate for Canada.

These are the kind of arguments Ottawa
should understand. If not, the blame cannot
be said to lie with the’ manner of their presenta-
tion.

C.P. Superintendent Retires

It is a coincidence that two important “breaks”
tm the Canadian Press should take place at this
particular- time, viz. the death of Mr. E. H.
Macklin, one of the “fathers of C.P.”; and the
retirement of Mr. A. D. Merkel, the genial
Atlantic Superintendent. Mr. Merkel has been
associated with C.P. in this region since the
founding of the organization, and is known by
most of the leading citizens in the three Mdri-
time Provinces as well as the newspaper frater-
nity., His duties have been many and arduous,
for he was the connecting link between the
journalistie and the business sides of the organ-
ization, and in addition had to be here, there,
and everywhere when important public affairs
called for his attention. The fact that he swc-
cdeded in making things work smoothly and

sible.” Wanung is given that, as regardl tim-
ber, the scoond crop will ‘take much longer 1o
develop than in Ontano, because of slower
growth, though with care the forests are cap-
able of being regenerated.

With the exception of certain strips bor-
dering the railways, settlement has proceeded
along the coasts, fishing villages being only a
few miles apart. Brief descriptions are given
of the chief towns, the “Finger coast” and oth-
er places. The sections on St. John’s, Cup-
ids, the Avalon Peninsula, the Northwest and
Grand Falls, Deer Lake, the Humber Valley
and Comerbrook CodrOy Valley, Port aux Bas-
ques are of special interest. In the interior,
apart from the logging camps, the island is
almost as empty now as at the time of its
discovery, while water power is only about
one-third utilized.

=EDITORIAL NOTES=~

. Will airplanes serve to extend our interna-
tional trade- beginning with lobsters? Practic-
ally, with the exception of potatoes and turnips,
we have been cut off from the U. S. and other
foreign markets since the adoption of the na-
tional policy and the non-fulfilment of our Con-
federation agreement with regard to trans-
port.
* ok k¥

Mr. E. H. Macklin of the Winnipeg Free
Press was the G.O.M. of Canadian journalism.
There may be older men active in the profes-
sion, but none better known, respected and loved
from Halifax to Vancouver, and his passing
will be generally mourned. He was long a fel-
low worker and colleague of Dafoe on the Free
Press, and it is to their joint iniative, resource
and journalistic -instinct that that daily rose to
the high position it holds today as a newspaper
and voice of publig opinion. Peace to his ashes.

* * * .

Premier Jones certainly put forward an al-
most unanswerable brief to the Conference at
Ottawa, and his presentation of our case was
almost all that could be desired. He had the sole
right to speak on our behalf, which was better
than at the initial Provincial Conference in
1913, when the then Premier Mathieson
ably presented our claims, and was un-
fortunately followed by Hon. W. S, Stewart
who presented divergent views, causing the
Conference to ask why our delegation was not
of one mind.

x K k%

Do our business houses make money? The
following is the official Income Tax return: In
1944 taxation year, 22 companies reported pro-
fits below $1,000, 11 between $1,000 and $2,000,
9 between $2,000 and $3,000, 14 between $3,000
and $4,000; 5 between $4,000 and $5,000, 25
between $5,000 and $10,000, 16 between $10,-
000 and $15,000, 4 between $15,000 and $20,-
000, 4 between $20,000 and $25,000, 16 be-|a
tween $25,000 and $50,000, 10 between $50,-
000 and $100,000, and 3‘over $100,000.

* » »

Farm and Ranch Review correctly points
out that the fact that Canadian wheat is being
sold in Canada, for domestic consumption, at
30 cents a bushel less than even the present
unduly low price for export, constitutes a tax
on wheat farmers, for the benefit of the rest of
the community. Businessmen will be wise to
realize (says The Lectter-Review) that thejr in-
terest is always identical with that of the farm-
er. The farm Income Tax problem has not yet
been solved, and this messes up the situation,

but, basically, it is of the greatest importance ;

to Canadian business that the Canadian farmer
should receive his fair share of the National In-

come.

* ok ok %
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Hostilitics ceased in Italy this date 1045; surrev. - Bed.| OUr age, oonsidarlng that. if he has

won the confidence and esteem of all with whom
virtues

he came in contact, testifies to the success of
his regime and his ability as an administrator.
In addition to being a journalist, Mr. Merkel
"is also an author and poct, having attained a
niche high in the literary world. It is under-
stood one of his objects in retiring from active
journalism is to enable him to devote more time
to his literary work, and the best of good wishes
in this respect goes with him from his fellow
journalists not only 'of the Maritimes but
throughout the Dominion. Ile will be succeed-
ed by Mr. Iohn Lacey who has had long train-
ing and experience at home and abroad in the
C.P. Service.

Newfoundland

Settlement in Newfoundland is the subject
of an interesting study by Dr. Griffith Taylor,
stofessor of geography at the University o
Toronto, just published by the Canadian In-
stitute of International Affairs. Two traverses
were made of the island in August and Septem-
ber last year, settlement and topography being
the chief interests, though some account is giv-
en also of the fisheries and paper-pulp indus-
tries.

With regard to population, it is pointed out
that growth has been fairly uniform since about
1825, Today there are approximately 300,000
persons living on the island, the population hav-
-ing doubled in the last sixty years-—this is rath-
er slower than the rate of Canada, which has
qoubled in forty years; but it certainly compares
well with Prince Edward Island. ‘About 98% of
the inhabitants are of British stock, coming orig-
imﬂy for the most part from England, Ireland

the Chantel Islands. Newfoundland is some

> miles across, with a total area of 43,000
m Detaﬂs of a somewhat technical char-
Rcter ‘are given of the geolomcal formation. of

& ‘the .island, The climate is described as "marme,
‘thticli modified by the cold Labrador Current.”
The summer is cool and in I:muary all the is~
land i below the freezing point; “even in sum-
iwf snow persists in places on the table lands,”

infall is ‘adequate, with snowfall heavy in
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nearly a million Germans surrendered to Field
Marshal Sir Henry (now Lord) Alexander as
the result of a document signed at Caserta three
days earlier, the larger part of Austria being in-
cluded in the capitulation area; the Field Mar-
shal in an order-of-the-day told his troops they |58
had won a victory which had ended in complete |o
and utter -rout of German armed forces in the
Mediterranean ; the Russian High Command an-
nounced the capture of Berlin and the surrender
of the garrison; Australian troops invaded Bor-
neo; British forces landed in Rangoon; Soviet
troops captured Rostock in the Baltic, and 20
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miles away the British Airborne Division took | ¥

Wismar; other forces taking Lubeck.
* * * *

A lawyer, a minister and a doctor were
adrift on a raft on the .high seas. Frantically
they worked to bring their unwieldy raft to
shore, but each time the tide shifted and carried
them out. Sharks lurked all around. Finally,
the men drew straws to see who would swim
to shore for help. The lawyer drew the short
straw. As he prepared for the ordeal, the min-
ister suggested a prayer for the lawyer's safe
trip. The three knelt in prayer. Then as the
lawyer dove into the water, the waiting sharks |of
turned to form a path for him with their tails.
“There,” said the minister to the doctor. “There,
right before your eyes is living proof of the
efficacy of prayer.” “Prayer,” snorted the doc-
tor., “That’s just professional courtesy on the
part of sharks.”

* ¥ %

Income Tax delays continue a public scan-
dal. No one is now in a position to put his
estate in good order, as agaifist his death. His
heirs will have to wait until the Income Tax
people make up their minds about what he
owes. Taxpayers have to tie up bank accounts,
waiting for a clearance ‘of income tax. The |xindlin
Government collects interest, often for years,
on underpayment; gives no interest on over-
payment. ‘Practical suggestion is that the Gov-
ernment should now agree to collect interest on
underpayment for only ome year; to pay in-
terest on overpayments after a year. In that
way, the Government would still penalize de-
liberate underpayment; avoid Honusing delib-
erate overpayment, The asstimption would be
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