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; Gifts for Mother

The gladdest hour of Christin
The time the hearts are liyt;:iel:: Bt
An’ every care is chased away
An’ all the smiles are brightest
I8 when the family, young an’ old'
From dad to little brother,
With all tlu: love that hearts can hold
Come bringing gifts to mother,

We keep her presents till the last
An’ then when she sits rocking,

An’ all the other gifts are passed,
We go an’ get her stocking.

We gather round her easy chair,
First one an’ then the other

Steps up an’ says: “Well, I declare,
Here's something else for mother.”

An’ with each present goes a kiss,
An’ all is still an’ quiet
When mother murmurs ‘What is this?’
An’ hastens to untie it.
Then everybody wildly cheers
An’ shouts for perfect gladness,
An’ mother’s eyes are moist with tears
But not the tears of sadness.

GOOD THINGS TO EAT

- Christmas Punch

A punch bowl of cooling beverage is a thoughtful aa-
dition to the Christmas party, for turkey dinner certainly
does make one thirsty., One dozen lemons, 9 ora.ges, a
small jar of maraschino cherries, the pulp from a fresh
pineapple, 1 teaspoon grated nutmeg and a stock of cinna-
mon, Squeeze juice from lemons and orariges and add cher-
ries and juice. Chill and about an hour before serving add
pineapple, nutmeg and cinnamon, and sweetened water to
taste. Pour over a large lump of ice in the punch bowl.

Crisp Celery

Take the stalks of celery apart, clean and scrape them.
Then place upright in a pitcher of cold water containing a
teaspoon of salt. Place pitcher next to the ice for several
hours before using.

Cranberry Frappe

Cook 1 quart cranberries and 2 cups water for 10 minutes.
Force through a sieve. Add 2 cups sugar and the juice of 2
lemons and freeze to a mush., Use equal parts of ice and
salt for freezing. Serve with the main part of the Christe
mas dinner. ?

Ralsin-filled Cookies

What would the house be without some interesting
cookies over the holidays? One cup sugar, 14 cup butter, 2
eggs, '2 cup milk, 2 teaspoons cream of tartar, 1 teaspoon
soda, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 3 cups flour. Make a cookies bat-
ter of these and roll out thin, Cut cookies and place one
teaspoon of filling in the centre of each cookie. Place
another cookie, over the top of each and press the edges
_mmiigr, Bake in a wmoderate oveu. Filling: Cook tn-
sether until thick, 1 cup chopped seeded TAISIY, 52 Lup vw
gar, !4 cup water, 1 tablespoon flour. Remove from Tfire
and add '4 cup chopped nuts.

Mushroom Appétizers

If you are going to have appetizers in the living-room
before the holiday dinner, here is a new one for you to try.
Cut mushrooms into small pieces and cook in butter until

tender. Season with salt, paprika and a little lemon juice.
Spread on small squares of buttered toast.

White Nut Bread {

Another pleasing addition to the holiday feast. Ones
half cup sugar, 1 egg, 1 cup milk, 3 cups
baking powder, 1 teaspoo
egg and sugar together an
powder and salt. Mix in
into & buttered and floure
in a moderate oven,

d add milk. Sift in flour, baking
nuts and then add milk, Turn

L

Chocolate-coated Dates s
Another delicacy for the holiday seas
stones from dates and fiil with chopped
Melt a cake of milk chocolate and dip thi
into the coating.
buttered dishes to cool.
o i
Vanilla Wafers

A delightful little cookie to have in the house at the
1 cup sugar, 1 egg,

a pinch salt, 2
Cream butter, adding

holiday season. One-third cup butter,
1-4 cup milk, 2 teaspoons baking powder,
teaspoons vanilla, 2 1-4 cup flour.
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flour, 5 teaspoons
n salt, 1 cup chopped nuts. Beat

d deep pan and bake 45 minutes

on. Remove the
English walnuts,
e stuffed dates

When covered with chocolate place on

W

Santa, waiting to bring Joy and Happiness to the little
Boys and Girls of Prince Edward Island

Christmas ercates in England a vast demand for three=
pennybits. Every autumn the great presses at the mint ave
engaged in turning them out in thousands. People want
them to put into puddings, for the three-penny-bit is re-
garded as a talisman of peculiar merit. They want them,
too, to give to the children who sing carols.

But why *“threepennies’’ three coppers d°
just as well? The rcason is an cid supessiie
tion that it is lucky hotix to give and bto reccive silver at
Christmas time., The threepenny-bit is a convenient cein
for ‘people who cannot afiord te give more, Silver has al-
ways been considered a lucky metal. It is the only one
which has any effect on ghosts,

) ahostly dog it is no use sheot=
ing him with ordina ot, but a silver bullet is sub=
posed to do tie trick every timel

sugar, milk and vanilla, Add sifted flour, baking powder
and salt, Roil cul thin, Cut with a reund cutter ‘and bake
in a moderate oven.

Luncheon Muffins

One pint flour, 2 czps, 2 teaspoons sugar, 3 tablespoons
butter, !s -teaspoon salt, a generous ‘': pint milk, 2 tex=
spoons haking powder. Mix and sift dry ingredients, Melt
butter and add. Beat eggs until light and add milk to them.,
Stir into dry mixture and beat weil. Pour into greased
for 20 minutes in & hot oven. One

1d bake

muflin tins
dozen muflix

- On Writing Home for
Christmas

Christmas has the effect of reviving and strenglhening
home ties. It stirs the-conscience and affections of those
whosc letters to home people are few and far between, This
brings to mind the address given by the Prince of Walcs
to a party of hoys who were leaving the old land for the
new. After advising them to buckle to their task and play
ame, e added “and don't forget to writec home to
swothers.” An English journalist says:
mother who had a boy in that party will bless
for those words,”

. “There would be few sorrowing hearts in the world to-
day if those who had emigrated to another land had
olowed the simple advice of the Prince of Wales, There
ave heart-broken mothers who have eagerly listened fov
the postman’s knock' that would bx'ing," news from her hoy
in a far country until the heart grew sick with hope de-
ferred as the years sped by and the expected letter ncver
came. The young man who makes it a rule of his life when
from his people to write home regularly is not like=

”

go far wrong.

Unless yecur party is a very large one and o Very
formal one, do not use demitasse cups for your coflee Ale
most everyone likes a'large cup of coffec after a big dinner
and that tiny cup is just an irritation,

He conies in the night! He

SANTA CLAUS

comes in the night! o

He sofilu, silently comes: ;
While the little brown heads on the pillows s0

white

Are dreaming of bugles and d.rums.
He cuts through the snow like a ship through the

foam,

While the white flakes around him whirl;

Who tells him I knot
home

o not, but he findeth the

Of each good liltle boy and girl.

His sleigh it is long, and deep, and wides
It will carry a host of things,

While dozens of drums hang over the side,
With the sticks sticking under the strings;

‘And yet not the sound of a drum was heard,
Not «a bugle blast is blown.

‘As he mounts to the ciimney-zop like a bird,
And he drops to the hearth like a stone.

The little red stockings he silently fills,

Till the stockings will hold no more.

The bright little sleds for the great snowy hills

Are quickly set down on the floor.

And glides to his seat scat in the sleigh;
Then Santa Claus mounts to the roof like a bird,
Not the sound of a bugle or drum is heard

As he noiselessly gallops away.

He rides to the East, and he rides to the West,
Of his goodies he touches not onc:
When the dear little folks are done.
He eateth the crumbs of the Christmas feast
0ld Santa Claus docth all that he can;
This beautiful mission is his;
Then, children, be good to the little old man,
When you find who the little man is.

—Anon

A Child’s Song of Christmas

My counterpane is soft as silk,

My blankets white as creamy milk,
The hay was soft to Him, I know,
Qur little Lord of long ago:

Above the roof the pigeons fly

In silver wheels across the sky,
The stable-doves they cooed to them,
Mary and Christ in Bethlehem.

Bright shines the sun across the drifts,
And bright upon my Christmas gifts,
They brought Him incense, myrrh, and gold
Our little Lord who lived of old.

0, soft and clear our mother sings

Of Christmas joys and Christmas things,
God’s holy angels sang to them,
Mary and Christ in Bethlchem.

Our hearts they hold all Christmas dear,
And earth seems sweet and heaven seems near
0, heaven was in His sight, I know,
That little Child of long ago.

By Mariorie L. C. Pickthall

Christmas Gifts

Just al this season when everybody is thinking .about
Chrisunas and Christmas gitis some suggestions along that

lLine 1mugiht perhaps prove uceful this year particularly
wihen conditions are such as Lo render one's purse,—well
nol exectly empty, but not overladen, so to speak.

It may sound strange, perhaps, but is nevertheless a
fact that one can pick up more pretty things at a reason-
even at a really low price in the more ex-

abie price,—jyes
pensive shops than one can in most of the cheaper places,
1n a small towa like Syduey there are not sd many places
of any sort to go to but even here one will find that the
ideca i3 a good one. s

Aniong the fashionable gifts for this season glass plays
a large part and old fashioned finger bowls make a
chaiming gift. These bowls are deep and large enough to
hold flowers or sweets. They are made of beautifully color-
ed glass and designed in odd-fashioned shapes. They would
add charm to any shelf or bric-a-brac. One need not buy
the entire set either and that is where the inexpensive
part of it comes in. A gift of one of these beautiful old
bowls would delight any lover of beauty.

Another glass craze which may have hit your friends
is the one for bottles—antique, modern’ or unusual, These
botiles, it secms, are to be used on bathroom shelves to
hold lotions and medicines, and as perfume bottles on
dressing tables. The antique types quite often have those
little' enameled signs hung about their necks, which read
‘mouth wash’ or “hair tonic.”

Among the modern bottles there are some charming
French ones which weuld be especially lovely as perfume
containers. They are round, with stoppers made in tie
shapes of animals or birds, One of black glass has a white
puppy dog as a stopper. Another of white opaque glass has
a bluebird with wings spread out on the stopper.

Some of the bottles are made to match other types of
glass ‘contaniers. The black bottle with the puppy dog was
matched with a black ash tray guarded over by 8 DUpRY, &
powder box with its handle shaped like a puppy and var=-
jous other little glass containers, The pieces may be bought
separately and can be adapted to all sorts of uses.

Ancther thing that is much in vogue just now is old
tiles. Numbers oif these may still be picked up here and
there, and ore of the newest fads is to use them on the
table under hot dishes. They make charming and inexpen-
sive gifts. J

Many of these old tiles are of French workmanship
and there are still some to be found bearing French mottos
such as “qui a des filles est toujours berger,” which cost
but 75 cents.

Among more expensive gifts are the French glass dec-
orations. There are sets for table centerpieces which are
&\1'1'31.1gcd on large cireular mirrors, One which is made up
of a herd of green glass clephants under a green palm tree

is especially attractive,
Even without the groups of close figures,
mirror for a table centrepicce makes a modern gift.
“My Lady” would surely cnjoy arranging her bowl of

a small round

flowers or fruit on such a mirror.

One or two of the green glass elephants alone, make a
be it known unto you, elephants this
hite ones particularly.
elephant is

eharming gift for,
scason are the lucky gift, W

Any {riend to whom one presents a whit*
supposed to have luck and unlimited happiness during the
year that follows.

A
Happy,
Happy

Christmas
To All
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