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CEMBER 31, 1943

TYIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Silver Fox Farming

' -

several auction sales of furs was of s number of silvery skins of

held last week, notably in New| good color which brought 3
York, n&mmn and wlnmptecx and reached a top of ‘sso._ov:rpm
where the Soud Aucti h

Fur d of previously 1 K
Sales Company, Ltd., sold practic-, ing. Gov previously n this grad
ally every type of fur which they ed a new Grade, styled somewhat
offered. Red fox,  timber wolf, quaintly “Inferior Inferiors.” Ap-
peaver, ermine, marten, wild mink, parently buyers pald little atten-
ranch mink (17,0000 and silver fox tion to this classification as med-
made up & total of 60,000 pelts, fum lots in this grade sold all the
valued at $425,000— "and‘ every last: way fronm. $23. to $42.  These in-

one of them was sold. | were supposed to rank be-

. scale of silvers which took place
o afl D b

seay g ke B

Red fox had a top D
$27.50 for Northwest Teds; ' white
fox reached - $42.00;  cross fox
$47 50; timber wolf $42 50: lynx
$60.00; marten $126.00; squirrel .70
cents: heaver $60 00; ermine #3.25;
skink $5 75; wild mink ' $29 50;
ranck mink $34.75.

silver Fox. of which the collec-
tion numbered 2,000 brought keen
bidding and was 100 per cent sold.
Ful! slivers and soecial type such
as ring-necks, white-face, platin-
ums and pale silvers, sold from
£75.00 to $125 00 with a too nrice
ter two spesial types of $180.00.
Owdinary  silvers to three-nuarter
ful's went for 845.C0 to $55 00;
holf and avarter  silvers  from
$25.00. to $40

And now we are able to present
a clear account of the Canadian
Fur Auction Sales Company sale at
Montreal,” Mondzy afternoon, Dec-
ember 20th and Tuesday, Des:m-
ber 31st. Short accounts of tnese
have been forwarded us by
Peter. G. Clark and George A
Callbeck and have appeared in the
Guardian The following is from: a
report in Women's Wear Dally,
New York: “The attendance at the
gule improved considerably when
the first section of 2,219 of the 9,-
941 silver fox skins catalogued was
placed on sale. Bidding was brisk

throughout and many of the
quality pelts went to New Vork
dealers.

A di to the tl com-
pany pelts are running better in
color and quality than usual at
this time. A good percentage con-

sisted of selected full silvers and
regular full silvers, good silvers
ranged in price from $52. to 366.
for large and $46. to $58. for med-
fum skins, and three-quarter from
847. to $56. and $44. to $54. for
n.edium

Selected full silvers were out-
standing in the opinion of deal-
. ers and their views were justified
by high prices. E‘xeegnoml _skins

prices,
full sllvers selling for a top price
of $140 paid for two lots with oth-

ers at  $120., $110, $105, and
$100 "
The above report concerns the

ol

. 20th That it was an extraordinary
saie can be gleaned from the fact
that full silvers sold up to $140
fcr two lots, How many were in
cach lot we do not know, pro=
bably two, three or more skins.
Such prices have not been realiz-
ed to our knowledge since 1937,
and certainly means that there Is

a boon on for silvers.

4 “There was a good attendance
present on Tuesday,  December
. 315t and high prices marked the,
oontinuation of the Canadian Fur
Auction Sales Companys silver fox
sale when 7,713 skins, the balance !
of the catalogue, were offered. The
sale commenced with selected full
silvers of which a portion was
marketed the previous afternoon. .
, New York dealers bid for most of
/ the high quality lots, several of !
" which topped $100 The highest
price paid was $105. as comparedi

with $140 id for two lots the
previous afternoon. I

The skins that brought the
above prices were large, pale skins,

graded select. A Grade lots of large,

. full silvers brought between, $102.,
and $104. each; white marked full:
A's fetched $96 to $102 each. The
price range in the selected divis-
ion was Grade A  sclected, $105; |
large fulls $80 to $104; mediums
$70. to $74. large silveries $80;
Grade B, large fulls $64. to $98.;
mediums $54. to $02.; large silver-
fes $38. to $66.; mediun: sfze $54.
to $68; Grade C large silveries §64;
white marked Grade A large, $80.
to $102.

The greatest interest was taken
by the New Yorkers in the out-
standing lots of full silvers hut
they also took interest in  the
regular full silvers, several lots of
which; brought frcm  $60. to $66.
Prices ranged from $33. with most
between $44. and $56 A few regu-
lar full silvers were marketed later
in the afternoon reaching $74. A
lot of grade B white-marked sil-

4
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very medium sold at $68.. Medium
' full silvers B Grade ra from
$47. to $66. and two lots of large

full silvers B Grade brought $60.

erican dealers and Canadians ab-
sorbed a large proportion of the
offering. s

“The average of the entire sale
was $45.03.” We have given the
above report in full because it is
one that we believe will be studied
with the greatest interest by every
silver fox farmer in this province.
Now that there is the dawn of a
brighter day — or rather the
brighter day has arrived —it 1s
up to-everyone of us to watch
carefully the trend of things. The
thought which the abpve auction
nlaces before us particularly is that
very select bright full silvers
brought $140, which was a highers
price than the white-marked foxes
reached This may be due to in-
ferior. quality of white-marked
offered, or it may be that the
trend is back again towards sil-
vers Anyhow it appears that we
will be wise not to get too far a-
way from it and however much we
may admire the new types we
must keep a background of good
silvers. '

The E A Stevens Auction Com-
pany of Denver, Colorado, estimated
the production of silver fox and
mink pelts this season to be be-
tween 20 per cent and 30 per cent.
short as compared with the previ-
ous year. The demand is greater
and this has caused prices to
reach their present level, says Mr.
Stevens. It was unavoidable that
prices on both silver fox and mink
should start out from high levels,
considering the greatly enhanced
buying power of the public and
the reduction in production.

F. H Pingree of the Canadian
Fur Auction Sales Company, Ltd.
entered a vigorous protest during
th. recent sale against the slow-
ing up effect of a new regulation
which effects- the enarketing of sil-
ver fox The new 1egulation
applies only to fur aucifon com-
panies and marketing agencies ana
makes it compulsory to have all
silver fox government graded be-
fore they are offered for sale.
while at the same time leaves
dealers free to buy and sell fr-
respective of grading. He consid-
ered that the regulation was un-
duly hampering and made without
sufficlent knowledge of the oper-
ation of fur auction companies He'
hoped that it would be possible to
market the silver foxes at the con-
clusion of the sale of general goods
at the sale of commencing Janu-!
ary 18th, but at the moment it wasl
impossible to be definite about the
situation,

Dont forget that today, Friday.
{s the last recctving day for sllver
fox and other types of pelts to
arrive at Canadian National head-
quarters, Summerside for the sixth
annual provincial Silver Fox Pelt
Show. Everyone who can enter
good fox pelts should do so. There
is no entry fee and shipping and
other charges are exactly the sam.e,
for ordinary pelts Monday, Janu-
ary 3rd will be classifying day.
Tuesday, January 4th, classifying,
Wednesday, January 5th, judging,
Thursday, January 6th, judging
continued, Friday, judging com-
pleted and presentatoin of tro-
phies.

And now we have arirved at the
end of the year and can be pard-
oned if we take a  retrospective
glance over the history of our in-
dustry during that year. In Janu-
ary the Canadian Fur Auction Sale
in Montreal was an outstanding
event because of the splendid col-
lection of all types of foxes of-
fered and the presence of South
American buyers including the
celebrated Marcel ~Kummer, the
man who bought the first platina
foxes marketed in Norway and
made them so popular in South
America. The average of the sale
reached a new high in  recent
years.

The February auction was not
quite so good but at future auc-
tions prices in.proved wonderfully
until at the September auction the
average was in the  vicinity of
$30.00 The December auction just
completed saw an average of
845 03 established, which ccmpar-
es favorably with the highest of
the past ten years. All over the
continent wherever suction sales
of silver fox are held, at Denver,
8eattle, Vanoouver,  Winnipeg,
Chicago, New York, Toronto and

The collection of inferior types
was remarkable for the clusion

lseason are shown and the story is

Montreal, new high levels for the

that there is a scarcity of silver

== i

Buying all grades Fox skins, Muskrat, Mink

Foxes

Paying highest market

3

‘= NEWSY

NOTES -

AMPHIBIANS OF P.E. L (§)

Ranidse —The Frogs (continued)
(4) Rana pipiens Schrieber. ‘The
Leopard Frog. Common, Male 3-
1-2 inches, female rather larger.
A single longitudinal fold or ridge
along each side. Color olive-green-
ish, sometimes brassy Takes -its
popular name ‘!rJom its apots,

Rty i

the great pressure
of this water the drilling was dis-
continued at 3,083 feet.

There was no sign of coal, gas,
or oll, at any of the places ex-

After these gl resulls
the ‘project lay in abeyance ‘Ior
several years, until 1936, when

Messrs  H. M. _Docherty and
C s , of New York, again took

water. Owing to

which are i
blackish, outlined with cream-
color or light green, disposed in
two irregular rows Usaally two

..(5) Rana. Fontinalis Leconte.
Eg]ﬂgx Frog, or Green Frog. A

8
fold on each side. Males 3 to 3 1-2
inches long, fem.ales 3 to 5 inches.
Bright green, with darker (brown-
ish) flanks; our variety is largely

brownish. - Everywhere  apotted
blackish, the spots small and
without definite pattern. Throat

of male yellow, of female white,
spotted. This species was named
R. clamitans by Merrem; and R.
horiconensis by Holbrook.
(Leconte)

unther. ..Eastern .Wood

up the boring and sank two ' wells
ox‘: Governor's Island in'a search
for gas or oil. Both wells were
carried down (without result) for
1,600 fest when one was aband-

Aot ponneshifresforne

= pensatt At ')

while the other was taken
over by Measrs. McKay and Mc-
Clung and drilling was continued.
After reaching a depth of 5,065
feet (or 685 feet more than &
mile) the sub-contracting Com-
pany, having found mn g of
value, ce boring and pulled
the casing early in September,
1927. 1t was a matter of general
regret that the venture was un-
successful  since  the Docherty
Company alone has spent nearly
$500,000 in carrylng 1t out.

WE DONT KNOW THE HALF

..(6) Rana sylvatica
Frog.

This is thought to be a varlety of
the European Rana  temporuria
Li Usually i but
may vary from nearly black to
nearly flésh color. Males 2 inchse,
females 3 iInches. A blackish band
or patch on each side of the head
encloses ear and eye; legs con-
spicuously long.

This completes the list of am-
phibians which the  writer has
found, and siudents of  natural
history are requested to keep these
notes and check up on all specics
observed. In this perhaps other
specles may be brought to light.

The vocal efforts of our frogs
show considerable variety, but it
is difficut to discover the kind
responsible for the  particular
broadcast, since all fall silent as
one approaches. As to color, it
must be noted that scm: (perhaps
all) frogs can exercise a sort Of
camnouflage, becoming darker in
gloomy surroundings and lighter
in sandy situations; and these
cl:;nngﬂ take place rather quick-

PORING FOR OIL

Amongst n.y notes the other
day I came across some accounts
of previous attempts to “strike ile”
in this Province, and now have
pleasure in laying them before my
readers.

By the terms of Confederation
it was provided that the Dominion
should make an Investigation into
the geolcgical possibilities of the
Island. Very little was done in
this direction until the year 1800,
when at the request of the local
government, the Dominion Gov-
ernment consented to make bor-
ings (not to aggregate more than
10,000 feet) in differsnt sections
of the Province. Accordingly inthat
year five borings were commenced,
one at Gallas Point, one at
Earnsclife, one near Kinross, one
at Miminegash, and one at Little
Sands.

The boring at Little Sands, on
a farm then occupied by Mr.
Samuel Dixon, was the deepest of
the five In this hole salt water
was first noticed at a depth of 150
feet, at 910 feet fresh water was
met, then salt water again at
140 feet, then a great flow of
fresh water again at 1560 feet,
and from 1,750 feet to the bottom
of the hole a strong flow of salt

fox. Some say the quantities are
down as much as 33 1 3 per cent
from last year and we quite be-
lieve it However quality is up be-
cause so many ranchers who were
not making a success of fox farm:-
ing gave it up and those who re-
mained kept a better grade of
animals.

This heartening price increase
has stimulated ~enthusiasn in
everyone oconnccted with the in-
dustry and will mean that more
attention will be paid to breeding.
feeding and care of foxes in the
years to come The estaslishment
by the Provincial Governt.ent of
a stud of foxes near Charlottetown
under the management of Brent
Howatt is a splendid move and one
which should meet with the ap-
proval of us all, The foxes select-
ed are of excellent qualily from
good ranches and if the breeders
show the proper interest in this
unusual venture other studs will
be instituted throughout the pro-
vince and the very best foxes ob-
tained for service in them.

help each other, encourage each

ather and try In

popularity silver fox farming
the Garden of the Gulf Remem-
ber, what benefits one benefits all.
And now in  concluding let
thank

1.-|

The motto of us all the coming
year should be to stick together,

every way to,
bring back to its oldtime glory und
in|

us
you for the kind supnort
you have given us throughout the
year and may we wish you and
yours a verv Happy and Prosper-

| Abhout peat. In Ontarlo, I gath-
i er, this material is made use of in
many ways As a fuel it delights
. households in many parts of the

Province, since it is more easily
ignited thar coal, burns with more
{ complete combustion and sinks to
a light clean ash From: my own
experience 1 find that a mixture
of wood and peat gives a grand
fire that does not “fur’” up the
scove-pl{xs with soot, as coal does:
1t s cleaner to handls too, and
burns away a little quicker than
coal but net as quickly as wood
alone. It does not spark It will be
interesting to Islanders who have
peat beds on their farms, to know
the price averages $6.00 per ton
in Ontarlo.

For farm use the peat is drled
and ground up for pouliry litter.
" 'A still finer grade is sold  As
fertilizer. This is not strange when
one considers that peat is merely
the decomposed remains of planfs.
though some of the chemical ele-
ments must have leached out. This
material might well be used to
fortify our sandy soils, but as peat
Is known to have a somewhat
“sour dispesition,” a dash of lime
along with it would be advizable
The peat we are using was aug
in a wet tlkme this fall, and was
spread on a fleld to dry. When
it was raked off, in & little while
(I obscrved) the grass bezan to
improve on the spot where it had
lain )

Again, In Ontario, the finest of
the material is kunown as “ sent
mull”— a tern: which seems to
connect with the Scottish —word
twqmull” nieaning o snuff-bor. But
there is no pleasure in this kind
of mull, for it is wused in making
explosives for war.

Ground peat is also used as
filler for other fertilizers such as
fish offal, tankage, etc., and is un-
doubtedly better than the sand soO
extensively used at present. Many
distric's on the Island are sandy
encugh, without paying for move
to make them sandier!

THE LAST BEAR

1 am indebted to Mr. Colin
Higeins of Oyster Bed Bridge for
un answer to My question as (e
when the last Black Bear — Wwas
killed. Mr. Higgins sends (his ex-
tract from an old newspaper.

“In the winter of 1928-9 a large
Black Bear was shot at Sourls
Line Road by two boys, George
Lesl'e, aged 18 wears, and Bernard
Leslie aged 13 years They had
only two cartridzes but killed the
bear and carried the skin into
Sourls.”

My thanks to Mr Higgins for so
quickly responding to my query.

“BIRDS OF NORTH
CAROLINA"

Last gummer three visitors on
tour of the Island. called to have
a chat on the birds of the Prov-
ince. The party had come all the
way frem North Carolina to enjoy
our scenery, which delighted them
(as it does all visitors) though our
weather must have been disap-
rointing  The other day T heard
from then. again and I was the
one to be delighted, for thev sent
me a splendid book-—“The Birds of
North Carolina,” just published.
There are many full-page colored
plates of birds In their mnatural
surroundings, and numerous text
figures. It is as thorough in ts
treatment as the well-known
“Birds of Eastern Canada,” but
much emore artistic.

On locking it over I ~ was at
first surnriced to find that most
'of our birds are found in North
Carolina, too. Then T reccllected
that only a few of our birds stay
here fo+ the  winter; evidently
(luckv fellows!): thev go to N.
Carolina The verv first color plate
s that of the Wood Duck, one
of our handsomest birds ‘The
Great Horred Owl and even the
Snowy Owl are as great rascals
there as here: thev change their
skies, not their customs. as the

ous New Year
) ==
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Duc. {0 the fact that T do not

Pelting And Cleaning Plant Now Open

Jginally
females as well as & few pups.

L Sil

| Silver

¥ and other raw furs.

& prices.

g

) FOR SALE: Used fox
b low.

your requirements now. Our stock is getting

G. R. MacQuarrie,

now htend to keep as
4 1 now offer for sale several proven breeders males and
These
1220 Ringneck siiver platinum male who as & P
C | Show, one other silver plalipum aduit male,

YT XL L L L UL

FOXES

SALE

PE——

many breeders a#

include Raoul Reymond's famous
up won first prize at
one La Vorest

Platinum pup male, three
and silvers.

wire, fox houses—Secure

SUMMERSIDE

{ 1 also have for sale one pup
‘and Pearl Platinum.

, Phone
Hillsbore R 1-1.

This male when
females will thiow the famous new type known

males,

male, the son of a Ta Forest Platinum

crossed with Pearl Platinum
as Glacler Blue,

J. ROBERT MUTCH,
Mt. Ferbert,
§ Miles from Charlottetown,

north to come to us, and if the probably
weather is bad here they, too go to
North Carolina. That Dovekie
that was found here has its coun-
terpart there, and the authors of
the book give a great deal of in-

is a good prac

|nnd find out how many are com-
\non to both localities.

formation (new to me) about this| maiion about it from time
wanderer So I value this book| time). A

highly, both as a token of friend- The above brings to mind the
ship from s family from a far' “Triskelion” — the emblen: of the
land, and for the birds-lore in 1it. Isle of Man, which as you know,
I purpose if spared, to compare it,| lies midway ~ belween Englaud, |1

bird by bird, with our own list and Scotland, and

three little tre

of the Isle of Man shows

JUST A FEW WORDS three legs, booted and spqux'ed.

bent at the knees, and joined

To our sorrow we have learnt|at the thighs They are cqually

what the Swastika stands or; the | spaced and remind one scemewhat
antichristian spirit abroad in' the| of the swastika. Jesters used to i

world today The swastika was at|twit the Manxmen about kicking

first the symbol of gpod-luck, its|at the three countries  already

ancient  Sanskrit | mentioned This emblem appeaved

name in the
language of India means “fortun-
ate.’ It was adopted by the heath-
en religions of old titmes and ap-
peared, carved, on the altars of
the Romans in Britain It was then
known as a Gan.madion. Adopted
by mediaeval heralds on their
coats of arms, they termed it a
Fyltot. The only other designa-
tion I have come across is a Ger-

ford, was cut ¢
for third time

poel suys Our snowbirds leave the|man word, the

means
but T warn the reader that I know
little of the German language

which interests .
of your dictionary and add infor-

seal or emblem is

on the reverse of all Manx cains
and was shartly called a “triskele.

May the New Year abound with success and happines
for the Allied Nations with lasting peace for us all,

PROWSE BROS.,, L

B Sy e e e et s

‘Hakenkreuz:” this
“brokes -cross,”

It
tice to write a word
the back

you, in

to

Ireland.” Our own
a big tree with
es under it The scal

TUSKAR LIGHT CUT OFF
DUBLIN —(CP)— Tne Tuskar
Rock Lighthouse In County Wex-

tf from the mainland
in six vears recent-

ly. It was relicved after a few days
| when the season died down. |

—
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W. Chester S. McLure’s
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To Our Friends and Customers

We wish to thank you for the confidence you have placed in us in the
past, it has been a privilege to serve you.
your support and patronage. ¢“Thank You'

We certainly appreciate

s and Victory

new profess

ADMITTED TO BAR AT 74 | to get '0 %
T | jon. “I'm luwains ind for somwm

ALBANY, N. Y., Dec. 28 — (AP) | one to accep a law offlce,
— Dr Frank P. Graves, 74 year vid| Graves SI sing he  hwa
retired New Yerk education comm- had three Jin firms oub
yrefers to 1€

side of the

was admitted to the bar
main in Alkan

his cagerncss

issioner,
today and expressed

e ]

|1

| 1

‘l! We wish everybody, and in partic large
measure, our consistently loyal supporiers and pa- |

I}

il
wlp

trons, a
i. VERY HAPPY and ABUNDANTLY
) PROSPEROUS NKW YEAR: |
f We Trust I;
ill Livestock production may be maintained. if : indeed !
increased, beyond the creditable records oi iae year |

1943, and especially so in connection with th« raising
and marketing of Hogs, the produets ¢f whici occupy
such a pre-eminent position as an absolutely essential

clement of food in the preseribed ration of cur soldiers
at the I'ront or wherever they may be.

4 Faithfully
1 P.EI. CO-OPERATIVE LIVESTOCK MARKETING

i BOARD
J. A. GILLIES, Sccretary

7.
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Owing o the fact that we have no desive 1o encroackh
upon the undeniable prevogative of Biddy the en to be the
“Barly Bird”, and that we have a temperimental apathy to-
wards the idea of pulling in an appearnce before sunrise,
announce that during the first three months of
11914 our of fice hours for five days in the week will be from
0.45 a.m. until 545 p.m  Saturdays we cluse at one o’clock.

LIVESTOCK MARKETING BOAKD



