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feisor Leacock -
And Probibition

The cutting from Montreal
W April 4, is wel¥ worthy of your
sduction in the Guardian, Pro-
or Leacock of McGil¥ s a man of
action and lig speech eneloae'
worth every mtelligent man’s
ing. I trust you will give space
and draw the attention of pre-
r Bell to it.

I am, 8ir, etc,
4. ... BUBSCRIBER AND
JADER OF GUARDIAN.

ORONTO, April 4— Professor
phen Leacock, of McGill Uni-
gitty, Montreal, addressed a gath
ng under the auspices of the
izens' Liberty League here on
urday night, in opposition to pro-
bition.

fie noted author and sartirist, de
ding his agu;u,i'emwp : prohibit

«question,icharged that “a fanatic
minority has captured the ear of
y public and the power of the
gislatnre in the Province of On-
io, and have contrived to throw
ound them a false mantle of re.
bion agq morality.”  He declared
at thu expression of opinion in
e queation wds not free and unres
hined. “People will not.speak out
ankky what they think,” he said.
'his raan trembleg Tor his busin-
Ls, tbat man for his profession,
Il, or nearly all' keep silent. The
kohibit lonist has contrived to mas-
ierade before the'country as it
o were of necessily a good man,
hd his opponent of necessity a
ad one.”

Professor Leacock said, “Among
he most treasured possessions of
e British people ig the heritage

free speech, I ask it now. I may

oll do =o, for there is but little of
J leit In regard to'this matter of
rohibitlon in tlpprovince of Ontar-
0. A fanatical minority has captur-,
d the ear of the public and the
hower of the legislature. They
have contrived o throw around
hem a false mantle of religion and
orality. And for the time being
e only response is silence.

“Things have come to & point
where the expression of opinion ig
o longer free and unrestrained. Peo
ble will Dot opeak out'frankly what
hey think. This man trembles for
his business, that man for his pro-
fession. All, or nearly, all keep sil-
ent. The prohibitionist has contriv-
ed to magquerade before the coun
ry as if he were of necessity a good
man, a moral man, and his oppon-
ent of necessity a had one.

“The truth is that a very large
part of the most honest and hon-
rable opinfon' of the country is
pposed {0 prohibition; and a very
\arge part of the worst opinion, and
the meanest elements in the com-
munity ure strongly in favor of it.
| OPPOSED ON PRINCIPLE.

“I happen to be one of those who
are honestly and sincerly opposed
10 prohibition as a matter of prin-
ciplgy Woabhink ™ the mévement is the
worsy national development, the
most ud-British agitation that has
come to use in half a century. It
igmy candid belief that the adopt-
option of prohibition in the United
§lates ag the worst disaster that
hag fallen ‘upon the American re-
public since its organization. If it
could ‘last, 1t would underming tho
foundatinng. of government itself.
If it could last, it we2ld in time
bring down the strongest political
fabric into anarchy and dissolution.

“But piohibition cannot last,
neithep here nor there nor : any-
where because it is based upon a
fie. And a lle cannot endure, Pro-
hibition declares it to be a crime to
drink beer. And it is not a crime.
The common-sense of every honest
man tells him that it is not a crimeg
to drink a glass of ‘beer. Al the
legislatures that ever sat cannot
 make {t so. You can make your

statutes as cruel and as sharp as
you like. You may multiply your
gpieg and informers, you may throw
wide the doors of your penitentiar-

ies, apnd you still cannot make it a
,crinve, and the sharper and the har
"der your law the more public sense

and puh.dot feeling will revoit again-

st it.” . L

FREEDOM AGA'NST BONDAGE..

Let thcse who have' organized
| the leyislative tyranny for prohib-

“ition ook well to what ig bound to

|

tollow. They are putting their trust

i n coercion, in the jail, in the whip

i 'and the scourge. They are done down. His house is hig castle and
|

¥

‘lifberty——sha‘ll I gay of British liber-
'ty,— because that is what is at

"y g
ith the mora] appeal. They are
finished with per ion, They want
however, authority. They want to
szy Thow Shalt, and Thou Shalt
Not, and when they say it 1o be
obey2d under the feay of the crim-
ina] law. And the time must come
when they and their law must go
down together. I tell you that if
there is a moral issue involved in
this presemt contest it is the issue
of the spirit of human freedom
strugglimg againsy bondage. The
age long spirit of liberty that the
chain can never bind, that the gag
can never silence, and that, even
the fires of Smithfield could 'but
illuminate to a ibrighter radiance.

“I lay stress on this aspect of

stake. The prohibitionist tries here
to mislead you. He wants to form
Yyou into thinking that it is an ad-
ministrative question, or a politic-
al question of the right of the maj-
ority to rule, It is none of these
things. The prohibitionist, 1 say,
would try (o decelve you into think
ing that the question at issue is a
medical question, that it turns upon
tha goodness or badnesg of beer
from a purely digestive standpoint.
It is not so. Beer may he:good or
may be bad. My own candid opix-
ion reached after fifty-one years of
r»flection, is that there is nothing
like it. But even if I knew it were
as bad ag is the excessive use of tea
or coffee I stil] would strongiy opp-
osp a criminal law to prohibit its
consumption. ,

“But the plain truth is that beer
is just an ordinary beverage. You
can not makg it crimina’ if you try.
The attempt s siliy.’ ICommon
sense revolts at it. Some people find
that it agrees with them and oth-
ers do uot. It belongg in the same
class with cucumbers. And the att-
empt {0 make consumption of beer
criminal is as silly and ag futile as
if you passed a ]aw to send a man

RELIEVES PAIN i

his life is his own. What service and

Chamberlain's Liniment  should
be kept constantly in your home..
A_ching Shoulders, necks or backs
yield quickly to massage treat.
ment with this penetrating, heal-
_ing nemedy. Persons sub ject
to suci attacks should keep a
bottle always within reach.
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cbedience he oyes to those in aut-
hority ae rendens as he ghould. But
when authority passes into tyranny
and law into opression then his ob
edience ends. He stands, if need
be, clone and gingle-handed against
the law, but behind him as his in-
spiration he hasa thousand tyears
of tha tradition of Individual libe-
rty. Thereg a spirit in him  that
kings have never conqueréd, that
parliaments have never compeilled,
that scourge hag never heaten out,
agd thay the fire has never consum
ed.

NOT FOR ENGLAND!

“You can never shackle upon Eng
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under the moment that you try to

“The more the pity that we are
80 soon unmindful of our heritage.
We &re wandering into, untried
paths, despairing of being good by

BEvery hsterical voie of the major-

our clothes,' our amusements are
to be made the subject of stringent
and cosrclve legislation. And for
those who will not obey there waits
the jail,

At an easy computation there
are at least two million of us in
Canada who want, if left alone, to
drink her and wine, The prohib-
itionist proposes to treat us as two
million criminals. It can’t be done.
All that he can effect is t0 break
down th, basis of law itself.

“And that is ghat is happening
in /giericyg. Law, diverced from
the support of the individuet con
gcience, is breaking down.

|
rivet it | -

)

|

virtue of the individual spirit, we}
are to be made good Ly statute.’

ity is to be clamped upon us as a‘ . )
cod of conduct, Our life, our food.‘ No,m fie

A vast

. 4 T .

_ ‘broken by many of the most respect
_ed people of the ity. They
know that i, can only ‘be maintain-
ed at all by the most brutal, most
‘ stringent and most repulsive of
\ _methods. They see employed in
S T- C H AR L E S its service the viles; of human
‘ \V/ ) B S)] creatures, the paid informer—the

I VAP(’ R/\‘ U man that lacks even the- honor

13ordess

that prevails among thieves—the
man who carries down through
ages the part of Judas Iscariot.

This they see and upon this they
act. ‘Th2 law hag become some
‘thing to be despised, to be broken
or evaded at will, the source ot
adventure or of profit, but no
longer based upon the plain teach-
ing of 1ight and wrong.

-
' %ﬁ | .

wmd .‘ :t"

rvich »
: “Can you blame amy youth in
this province if he grows up with
a confused sense as to, obedience
to the law. He knows that the
mog; conspicuous and the most dis-
cussed law of your statute book
is a sham and a lie. He knows

that it is broken everywhere.
He konws that the methods used

wave of crime is sgw
the continent.
not far to seek.

vorld .,

PROH'BITION AND CRIM
| PR RSN TR

Before the prohibitionisty

dftism and

land the chain of prohibition be
cause it {8 a chain that will not fit,
a shack's that will be snapped as-

er, there was no more frequen

avgumant, no greater

ing  over
And the reason is
Prohibition is the
most fruitfu] mother of crime that
ever spawned ite progeny upon the

“Note well wha{ has hdppened.
had
their way and before hysteria, fan-
mistakenl desire .for
righteousness placed them in pow:

‘mainstay,

in.its enforcement are often des-
picable, And he knows that there
are enlisted in its servica some of
the most contemptible characters
that waik the earth—the sples and
informers tha: are the ears and the
‘tongue of prohibition.

3" J

prohibition would lessen  crime.
See what has happened! It ngeds
no statistics to prove ,the' awful
and appalling wave of crime upon
this continent. The world stands
horrified. 1In the streets of New
York and Chicago human life is
no longer safe. Organized robbery
is everywhere and murder has its
‘daily price and hire,

“The reason s clear. The ris-
ing gencration of today see all
t| about them a form of criminal law
called vrohibition. They see it

“As between the paid informer,
coaxing his victim to betrayal and
the criminal, out and out, fighting

| againg, the law, which dg 'vou pre-
' fer; which is, for such good as still
Hingers in him, the better man? I
say it st-aight, the criminal.
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Cuts

grease

withlessru bhing’

“That is the spectacle you are .
otﬁtheir cause than the plea that gverywhere broken. They see it: glving.to your young men. What Struction’. (It may be in a wyear, or

think you, will be the result? You
have broken with British liberty
you have done with the morality
of Jesus Christ tha;
upon the moving spirit, you have
selzed the sword to smite off the
ear of your opponents—force, force
and power and the tyrant'g brutal
delight in coercfon, that is what
) the prohibitionist has chosen.
“And the end will be his des-

relied ever

in tem, or in a generation. But
of the end there is no doubt.

“Of the.present vote about to be |
taken the result may 'be this or,
that. I do not knmow. I do not
greatly care. The sharper the
tyranny the quickey the cure. But
this I'do know; that a government
and a code of law based upon a
lie shall sooner or later be dashed
to pileces against the impregnable
power of truth,”

SC00P—

Ain’t These Rent-Hogs Fierce. j

By “_HOP""

GOSH-'M GLAD ) TOOK TH'

to jail for rcating cucumber salad.

.\ MORNING- OFF
N N\ UP MY

18 IT CRIM'NAL?

“I lay.stress upon this word crim
ina] bercause 1 think it needs to be
siressed. I doubt whether the peo-
ple of this province realize that the
Ontario T'emperance Act and such
like propose is virtually to send all
people to jail .who dare to drink
beer, and to send them again and
again for each new offense to break
them irto compliance as people
‘were gnce broken upon the wheel.

‘“The thing is monstrous.'It is the
most biutal invasion of the provin-
ce of liberby attempted within a
century. It cannot succeed. Tt must
fail, as all ‘tyranny hag falled. But
it is sad to think of the deplorable
hayoc it 1s destined to make in its

ROOM — LOOKS
JUST LIKE NEW NOW

T0 CLEAN

HEY MISSUS LANDLADYY MERCYME! 1 DIDN'T
CMON UP N SEE WHAT REALIZE

A GOOD HOUSEKEEPER
N AM :

course; «f the way in which it

BEFORE —WHA 52

ILL HAVE TO RAISE YOUR J
RENT TIVE DOLLARS
—_ STARTING NE3:

undermines the respect for the law,
the way which it breeds in every
clan of soclety dark and = bitter
gense of injustice, of the way in
which it breaks from the splendid
traditions of British freedom upon
which, till this thing came, we had
built up the commonwealth of Can
ada.

RAISED MY RENT

‘‘Shall T reinforce here my own
opinion and my own plea with the
words of one whose exalted stat-
ion should give him the right to a
hearing even in the ears-of the
most bigoted—the Lord (Chancellop
of England, Lord Birkenhead.
Speaking only a few dayg ago, he
ig reported as saying:

“I should most profoundly regret
it if any such change (as prohibit-
ion) did take place, because I am
individualistic. enough in my out-
look, both upon private and public

MY LANDLADY's AN oL
RENT-HOG- 'CAUSE SHE

YESTERDAY =, NOW~,

~IF | EAT-1 CAN'T PAY

W/ RENT-N' IF \ PaY

YH' RENT | CANT
EAT

SWIFT
TﬂlNKlNh"p

2?2

affairs, to resent profoundly attackq
against the principles upon which
is based the right of one individual
to regulate his own private life.” ()

ENDORSED THE CHANCELLOR,

iWhat the Lord chancellor has
said is the opinion, too, of thousan-
ds—of millions—of the best and
sanest men in England. Let us hope
that the day will never come, when
England will be placed under
the same fanatical legislation
which has ‘cast a shadow over this
continent. I do not think that it
ever will. I know that it never will.
And the reason for it is that in
point of public liberty and the value
to be set upon it the English are
made of better stuff than. we are
There is a spirit there that you
cannot break by the simple vote of
a majority, The individual man,
when he stands upon

W RASE

| GOTTA FIND

ANOMHER ROOM
MISSUS LANDLADY-
| CAN'Y AFFORD

AW WE GOT
EMPY IS A
BED UP IN TH

ATTIC-''S TWOo

OH WELL-QLL
| WANTED WAS
A PLACE TO

LAY MY WEARY

YS A4 LUWKY THING This

NOON-HOUR JOB WAS OPEN:
50'S | (N -EARN

his' piain  right, will not
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Aspirin

B-’n

AWFUL NIGHT=
SLEERING IN TH'
PARK MAY BE
ALLRIGHT » FOR ¢
BUMS BUT-

HO-HUM - BOSS
™ A WREC(K = SIEPT
ON A PARYK BENCH
LAST NIGHT

MATTER WITH
YOUR NEW:
BED? FULL
OF MICE OR |7
SOMEHING £/ /
A /
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/1L usST PUT SOME )
OF THIS “"KNOCK 'EM (OLD

Nothing Else is Aspirin

Warning! Unless you see the name “Bayer” on tablets,
Yyou are not getting Aspirin at all. )

Accept only an “unbrokén package” of ‘Bayer Tablets of
Aspirin,” which contains directions and dose worked out by
E[hmcians during 21 years and proved safe by millions for
eadache, Earache, Toothache, Neuralgia, Colds, Rheumatism,
Neuritis, Lumbago, and pain generally, Made in Canada.

Handy tin boxes of 12 tablets cost but a few centa—Latger packages.

#Dlrin Iy the trad reglstered in Canada) of Bayer Manufacture of Mono-
t"“ﬂﬂdomr u«n'nlmm‘ ‘While 1t 18 well known that rin mea r

.
st the public against imitations, the Tablets of Bayer annu“
PiIL'be atampea with tholr general trade mark, tho “Dayer Cross”
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~WHEN | COME

BE DONE
FOR

ALL

7 HOME TO-NIGNT -THEY'LI,
7
v

QUGHTA HAVE A
GOQD NIGHT'S SLEEP
W-WITH THE RATS

WhH ME!

VOURE THE ONE 1 BIN WAMN')
FOR— JES COME ALONG

LOOK. WHAT YER POISON
DONE T0 MY PETSH! Vou
BETTER DIG UP TEM

BEANS- QUICK IN
A MOTION ¢




