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THE PATRIOTIC FUND

‘[he amoeunt contribited in this provincé to the Pa-
triotic Fund, up to June 3oth last was $54,382.86. Of
this amount $15,000 was contributed by the Provincial
(;overnment, leaving a balance of $30,382.86 contribu-
ted yolumarily, oo The total - voluntary contribution
amgugted to about=3g-eents per head-of the population.
Ofsthe whelesamount:voluntarily- contributed 9o per
cent/was raised in Charlottetown, the other ten per
.lu,‘.{ _g} between: four and five cen_t§jer head was con-
iritivted by the rural districts, towng and villages. This
proportion—or want of proportion—is _startling but
<hotld ot be misunderstood. "1t does not mean that

. ¢ harlottetown is either more generous or more patrio
tic' than otherportions of the province ; it only means
ihat there was a; fairly effective~organization in Char-
Jottetown, that concerted efforts were made there while
there was practically no organization in the rest of the
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-2 The country districts responded very generously to
werethe other funds, The Red Cross Fund and the Delgian

Reliei Fund, as well as the various other war funds

were generously supporged thoughout the province

largely because of the a{lcndid work done by the wo-

mens Fvery congregation in the country took hold of

the Red Cross work during the early stages of the war.
[ women formed themselves into committees and
Grganizations and as 4 result of their efforts the Island
contributions to this very important fund have been
very creditable.

It is to be regretted that the Patriotic Fund, the
support of the widows and drphans and the needy de-
pendents of those who are fighting our battles, should
have been neglected so long but through the splendid
waork already done by the Provincial Organizer, Rev.
1. J. McDonald, the neglect is now in a fair way to-
irds being made good. “Father John J.” has al-
27" completed the oganization of King's County and

envelopes are now being sent.to the various organizing

committees. This week organization work is proceed-
.. ing in the outlying sections of Queen’s County. Prince
County will be taken up shortly and’ we have no doubt
that “within a short time contributions’ will be flowng
in which will wipe off what, up to now, has been a re-
proach to our province. Compared with our sister pro-
vinces we have done very poorly by this fund, while
opr demands upon it have been fairly heavy and will
be increasingly so as the war goes on.

It is worth noting what the other provinces have
done. Nova Scotia has contributed $503,944; New
Jrunswick $391,028; Quebec $3,223,773; Ontario $3,-
587,138; Manitoba $982,618; Saskatchewan $534,537 ;
~ Alberta $748,089; British Columbia $884,738 and the
> Yukon $24,902. "

It will_he:seen from these figures that we have fal-
len' far short.of our dufy, far"short of whag the other
| provinges have done, We, who haye boasted that we
are therichest province in Canada’per head of popula-
tion, have done less than the Yukon, which is little bet-
" ter than a wilderness. We have contributed less per
head than the price of a dozen of eggs, less than the
valie of a small chicken, less than a half bushel of po-
: ‘tatoes. The country sections are not to blame for this
B apparent penuriousness; they have not been given the
% snmesopportunities as ‘those  séetlons which . haveé been
systematically canvassed. - Now: however, the opportu-
nity. will shortly be.open to-all.. -Every.section-has,-or{
shorthyavilthave, 1 conirfitteé“Who will solicit'ard ¢ol-
lget whatever is_handed tp them and we confidently
1ok for a larger return per head than any other of our
b sister provinces. . We have a right 1o eontsibute more
i generously than the other provinces. Our rural com-
§ munities especially have.a right to. do so. . They have
¥ had exceptionally large crops and received exceptional-
¢ ly large prices for them, In a year of such extraordi-
I nary prosperity, prosperity which came largely as a di-
g rect result of the war, we should contribute accordingly

& and we trust that, for the good name of the province
and the self respect of our people, the result of the
£ present campaign will be such as to ennble us to hold
¢ up our heads among our sister provinces and to say to

them and ta gurselvesTthat we did our share.
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) LIFE OE 'SIR CHARLES TUPPER
e /A new series of “The Makers of Canada,” publisha
b, ¢d.by Morang Limited, Toronto, fittingly opens with a
) biography of Sir Charles Tupper, by Hon. J. W. Long-
¢ lcy.- The book, Volume One of the Series, gives in the
© excellent literary style of its author a history of the an-
b ‘cestry of the distinguished statesman, the birth in Am-
¥ herst, N. S., on July 21, 1821, of “a man-child who in
¥ the \fulness of time was to play a principal role in the
making of the Dominion of Canada and in $haping its
policy, the child Charles Tupper, who, as Sir Charles

Tupper, Bart,, on October 3oth., rgrs; irt his hinety-
fifth year was to die at “The Mount,” Bexley Heath,
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i sight of London, the great throb-
hedr! qmalimpite, where for many years
 he had:beep an active foree.
s.0f Catada,” His educa

in
i

promoting the best in-
career axa phy-{ope

vith, A most interesting review is gi-

lScotia sought to repeal Confederation, and the gradual
bréeakdown ‘of this opposition, largely through the in-
domitable perseverance of Mr. Tupper. The career
of the great statesman is followed exhaustively and in-
terestingly to the end, and, although the biographical,
atmosphere here and there betrays the political con-
ceptions of the party to which thelearned author belong-
ed before rising to the serener atmosphere of the bench
and the author’s study, the book will be read with in-
terest aud profit and will no doubt find a promunent
place among the biographies of the “*Makers of Cana-
da.”

PORWARD TO VICTORY

The London Sunday- Pictorial, of-recent date, for
a copy of which the Guardian is indebted to Major F.
B. McRae now in England, makes the following rally-
ing cry for the new British Cabinet:

Every patriot in these islands must rejoice that the
crisis of last weck has culminated in a National Go-
vernment—to get on with and win the war. It is the
duty of all citizens to give it support on the fair and
sound principle of judging it by its actions alone, re-
gardless of party or ‘other prejudice; and, in saying
this, we wish the new Prime Minister the stern con-
science necessary to make good in all quarters. The
Coalition fell for three reasons. First,"because it at-
tempted to gpvern in war on peace principles, on the
system that before it moved opinion had to force its
hand. Secondly, because it consisted of elderly, tired
men, ignorant of war and of the enemy, believers ior
the most part in.the doctritie ‘of least resistance, or
wait and see. Thirdly, because of its utter inability
to discover and utilise talent. Governed by tradition
and by General Optimism, the Coalition never could
make up its mind, lacked the military objective, trus-
ted to luck rather than to a settled thought-out policy,
and so wobbled and drifted into senility. It has gone,
and rightly gone. The word now is Forward. The
Press bears a grave responsibility at this hour; it is'to
state the great essential condition of success, which
may be summed up as imagination. If the new Go-
vernment is to succeed in its difficult task, it must re-
member this : that nothing matters to-day but Country ;
that, therefore, its sole business is to find the requisite
talent, and see that it is applied from top to bottom of
the military Imperial machine. The more it‘cuts away
from political shibboleths, the ‘greater its chances; in-
deed, it must sever itself from the old ties, root and
branch, for the People will he content® with nothing
less. This Empire has the means, the resources, the
power to beat the Germans. And what the new Go-
vernment has to do is-to raise and organize those for-
ces, to strike out in new directions, to " show* decision,
foresight, impersonal patriotism and imagination. By
that test it will and must be judged. No man cares a
rap for the old cries-of interest, privilege or class. The
thing is to get the right men in the right places, whe-
ther they are earls or blacksmiths; to find the right
men and to use them.. Iffthe new Government will
only regard itself as a Public Selecting Board, it will
find 4 clear way to success. But if it yields to preju-
dice, wavers or fails to rise apove the thicket of pre-
war political conditions and considerations, its path
may well prove thorny. In a word, the National Go-
vernment has to think as well as act. The quintessen-
tial Condition of its success-is the capacity to discover
and utilise the talent. of the country. ‘What we need
to-day are new men, who will give us a military objec-
tive and follow it, and so inspife all men and women
to give them unstinted support.
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WILL CARRY ON

The resolve to continue this war until Germany
throws down her arms and admits herself beaten, until
her great war machine is sent to the scrap-hecp, is
Lpractically universal among the Allfes, says the Mail
afid Empire. The British people did not need Lloyd
George to speak before they made up their minds, nor
did the French need to hear what they were resolved
upon.from their Premier. There is something fine and
fioble about this spirit in the French people and of the
people in the British Isles. fn France and in the Bri
tish Isles the people and the army are virtually one.
This is absolutely true of France. When the Lloyd
George proposals are put into force it will be absolutely
true of the British Isles.
ving in the army or he is working in a munition fac-
tory or he is discharging some other vitally necessary
duty for his country. His own affairs are of minar
importance, His whole time, his whole fortune, his
whole ability and energy are at the service of the State.
This is not the ¢ase in Canada. Probably net one i

to say, in fighting or training for the army or in manu-
 facturing ‘mumitions, or in- planning for, the strength-
ening of our army at the front. In a sense, of course,
everyone who is working is doing something for his
country. - The farmer who grows a thousand bushels
of wheat is “doing his bit,” but hé is doing it for him-
self. He is growing wheat to sell, not for the purpose
of striking at Germany. What he does. with the pro-
ceeds of the sale shows just what he is ready to sacri-
\ﬁce for his country, and what applies to the farmer ap-
plies with'
in other pyodltsctin

equal fotce to manufacturers and Canadian
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ven of the history of those stirring days in which Nova}’ .

A Frenchman is either ser-|

n
five Canadians is engaged directly in war work, that ,iJ
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PORT
- OF SOMME BATTLE

A Sweeping Triomph for the Allied
Arms is the Way the Battle is Des-
cribed by Gen. Haig, Who Says. the
German Western Armies were Only

 Saved from Complete Collapse and

‘Decisive Defeat by a Protracted Period
of Unfavorable Weather.

men were still far from being fully
trained and the longer the attack was
deferred the more efficient they would
. becpme.

“On the other hand the Germans
ereé continuing to press their attacks
and on the
Austrian of-

LONDON, Dec. 31— The battle of
the Somme i¢ pictured as a sweeping
triumph for the Allied arms in a de-
tailed report by General Sir Douglas
Haig, which was issued Friday night|
and which covers operations = from W
July 10 to November 18. General Haig at Verdun and both there
terms the battle a triumph, in which | Italian front where the
the German western armies were only | fensive was gaining it was wvident
caved from collapse and a  decisive: that the strain might becu.s’ too
defeat by a protracted period of un-|great unless timely action was taken.
favorable weather, which prevested | Accordingly I agreed that the attack
the Anglo-French forces from taking!should be launched whenever the gen-
full advantage of their succegsful ad-|eral situation required’ it —with as
vance. He declares that nevertheless|great a force as might then be avail
it was a triumph which provéd be-|able. ’
yond doubt the ability of the Alies
to everthrow Germany  “when the
time comeg.” The British commander
shows himself a firm believer in the
doctrine ‘that the Allies can win the
war on the western front.

“] desire to add a few words as to
future prdspects,” he says, at the
close of the despatch, which covers
sixteen closely printed pages.

“The enemy’s power has Tnot yet
been broken, nor is it yet possible to
form an estimate of the time the war
may last before the objects for which
the Allies are fighting have been at-
tained, but the Somme battle has
placed beyond doubt the ability of the
Allies to win. The German army is
the mainstay of the Central Powers
and a full half of that army despite
all advantages of the -defensive and
supported by this the strongest forti-
fications, suffered defeat on the
Somme thie year. Neither victors nor
vanquished will forget this and al-
though bad weather has given the
enemy a respite, there are undoubt-
edly many thousands in his ranks who
will begin the new campaign with
little confidence in their abllity to re-
sist. our assaylts or overcome our de-
fense. o

“Qur new armies entered the battle
with a determination to win and con-
fidence in_their-ability to do so. They
have proved to.themsgelves, to the en-
emy and to, the world. that this con-
fidence is justified.”

Object of Offensive
To Relieve Verdun.

“By ‘the end of May the pressure
on the Italian front had assumed:
such serious proportions that the
Russian campaign was opened early
in June, and the success gained
against the Austrians at once caused
a movement of German troops from
the western to the eastern front. This
however, did not, lessen the pressure
on Verdun and therefore it was agreed
that the combined French and Brit-
ish offencive would not be postponed
beyond the end of June. the object
of that offensive was threefold— to
relieve the pressure on Verdun; to as-
sist our allies in the other theatres of
war by stopping any further transfer
of German troops from the western
front; to wear down the.strength of
the forces opposed to‘us.”

After dealing at length with the
various stages of operations General
Haig sums up the case ps follows:—

Object of the Offensive Achieved.

“The main object with which  we
commenced the offensive in July had
already been achieved in spite of the
fact that heavy autumn rains prevent-
ed full advantage being taken of the
favorable situation created by our ad-
vance at a time when we “had good
ground for hoping to achieve yet more
important success. Verdun had been
relieved, the main German forces had
been held up on the Western  front
and the enemy’s strength- had been
considerably worn down. Any one of
these results is in itself sufficient to
justify the Somme battlé. The attain-
ment of all there affords ample com-
pensation for the splendid efforts of
the troops and for the  sacrifices
made. They have brought us a long
step forward toward the final victory

Decision to Begin Somme Operations.

The opening of the despatch out-
lines the origin of the Allies’:decision
to begin the Somme operations. “The
principle of an offensive campaign
during the summer of 1916 had al-
ready been decided on by all the Al-
les,” says the. report.

“yariolis possible alternatives - on
the western front had been studied

and discussed by General Joffre and | of the Allied cause.

myself, and we were in completé)rp. pesgperate Struggle For Verdun.
agreement as to the front to be attack-| «Tpe desperate struggle for the
ed by the combined French and Brit- possession of Verdun had invested

ish armies. Preparation’ for the offen-
sive had made considerable progress
but the date was dependent on many
doubtful factors.

“Subject to the necessity of com-
mencing operations bhefore the sum-
mer was too far advanced and with
due regard to thé-general situation I
desired to postpone my attack as long
as possible. The British armies were
growing in numbers and the supply
of munitions was gteadly increasing,
but a large proportion of officers and

that place with a moral and political
importance out of all proportions  to
its mnilitary value. Its fall would un:
| doubtedly have been proclaimed a
great victory for our enemies - and
would have shaken the faith of many
fn our ultimate success. The failure
of the enemy to capture it, despite.
great efforts and heavy loeges, was a
severe blow to his prestige, Informa.
tion obtained both . during the pro-
gress of the Somme battle and since
the suspension of active operations
has fully established the effect of our
offensive in keeping the enemy’s main
forces tied- to the western front. In

“In the third great object of the
allied operations on the Somme Was
the wearing down of  the enemy’s
powers of resistance. Any etatement
as to the extent to which: . this has
been attained must depend in some
degree on estimates. There ie, never-
theless, evidence to place’ beyond
doubt that the enemy’s losses in men
and material were very considerably

LOOKING BACK.

Old Time has turned another page
Of eternity and truthj

He reads with a warning voice to age,
And whispers a lesson to youth.

A year has fled, o'er heart and head,
Since last the yule log burnt;

And we have a task to closely ask
What the bosom and brain have

learnt, higher than those of the Allies, while
morally the balance of advantage on
Oh, let us hdpe that ocur sands havej our side is stll greater. During the

period under review a steady._.deter-
jorating took place in the morsle of
large numbers of the enemy’s troops.
Many of them‘i’ itiis ltrutal, fought w!‘t:
the greatesy determination, even

th: latest é\ncounlero. but the risist-
apce of eve: e;alrger nm;;bmm tmhnn'::
latterly deci / more feeble

h &y augen'o! the battle.: Aided
great depth of his defences
and by frequent reliefs, ‘which ' his
resources of men enabled hine to ef-
foct, - discipline and trai held the
machine together sufficiently to. en:
able the to rally and re-organ-
ize hig troops after each fresh defeat.
But toward the end of the operatiqns
when the  weather "unfortunat:
broke there is no doubt that.his pow-
er of resistance very seriously dim-
inished.” -

The Weather Handicap.

* In the course of his detailed
B
en
reauently (Oneh e d-Octobor
the AlMes’ = great’ chance to
; break ;mmn_up © German

run
Wiith wisdom’s precious g\lns!
Oh, may we:find our hands have done
Some work of glorious pains!
We may have seen some loved ones

pass
To the land of hallowed rest;
We may miss the glory of an honest
) brow, - ! s
7 And the  warmth of a friendly
breast. 1 B
But it we nursed thém while on earth
+..With hearts: all true and kind,
Wil their ‘spirit blame their si

iy mirth N ’

Of true hearts left behind?:
No, Nd! It were not well or wise
‘To mourn with endless pain—
There’s a better world beyond

skies, A
Where the good shall meet again.

ave our days rolled on serenely free

‘dim ;lﬂl‘l’f s h

possess  the gits that
bless: - . a4

And fill our séuis with joy?

Are the creatures dear still clinging

; ‘near? ¥ty L ins
Do we hear loved vo come?

i
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mmw November the strength of the enemy
g in the western theatre was greaterjy
Dlll.' SELE:TIOIS FOR than dn July, nol:wmflrx;mn‘ﬂlng.t vthe

) abandonmeng of th€ offensive al er
“‘mll‘ READERS dum. it is ‘therefore justifiable to gon-y
 ALTRR clude that the Somme oﬂ‘ensl:’vel not

fohed only relieved Verdun but he arge

by by forces employed against our Allies in

W. 8. Leuson. the east: 1
W Enemy’s Losses Greater than Allies

FOR THE HONOUR
OF THE PROVINGE

Let Every j tirring
To The Patriotism 0f P.E. Islanders

Man Siga His Card Today.
Appeal |
By Mr Justice Filzgerald.

o

“Arm and quit yourselves as men for
the time of opr ordeal is at hand, that
you cease not to be a free nation.”

A great French soldier wrote; speak-
ing of England’s early. effort to in-
crease her forces, “the triumph of the
voluntary systemyv was a German. tri-
umph; it caused the ruim of Belginm,
and the devastation of *France.” Our
unpreparedness forced the reaping of
{strange harvests! But the Empire hag
“since then created  an army in its
modern sense, moving 'forward to ab-
solute military efficiency. :

It-is to guard against further conse-
quences of :this weakness of mind, of
spirit, of knowledge that we are urged
“to join in organiZing the full power
of the nation in terms Of human en-
ergy,” and to “place ourselves freely
at ‘the disposition of our country for
such service as we are hest fitted, to
perform.”

Only the weak will refuse,

To thg Island Press:—

In the matter of Natiomal
Service; and the appeal to
Canadians to provide for those
adjustments in our .national
life necessary for the main-
tenance of its agricultural,
industrial and commercial
status and esséntial to the
suceessful prosecution of the
war.

I put it in this form that we may
start with an accurate idea of what
the call for National service means.

In the hope that a word to the men
of this Province might assist in stirr-
ing them into a sense of true patriot-
ism I venture to address you, sensible
of the fact that here, the time given
for thoughtfu! consideration-~to this
means, of service for the Empire has
tebn short.”

War  Halloweth ‘ Evéry
Cause.” 2
Our fathers hegat us—
and strong -capable of enjoying life;
but taught us that that enjoyment if Phis last aphorism of “the bright-
selfish was unhallowed and base. We est intellectual light that Europe
joined -in this war, responding to our knows,” appeals to us all. It needs no
country’s call to arms in aid of other 'comment. In a time of darkness and
peoples—whose kinship we remember- in the shadow of death it has burnt
ed—because we believed that what itself into our hearts and lives, re-
our fathers taught was true; filled membering as we must these who
with horror of a Force which denied have tendered the toll, who have paid
the sacred commandments of human- |the price, who have braved and battled
ity; fighting for what Christmas re- and bled. Well may we stand uncov-
presents to us “Peace on earth, good [ered at the shrine of Canada’s dead.
will ‘to men,” and whole-heartedly in It is"the work of this generation—
a struggle of the mother land, and her |none greater, to expel’ from the
Allies for the possession of their own [earth the law of the jungle, and to
soul. achieve a just and lasting peace; and
Ti not our Cause Hallowed? to side step it, or dodge it, says an
eminent Divine “is to be damned.”
“Better far,” wrote a soldier who gave
his life, “to go out with honor than
survive \"th shame.”

“A Goad -
“Throw npt away the

men robust | hero In thy soul”

|

“Freedom is the will to he
“Responsible for oneself.”

Individual ' responsibility for the
maintenance of the freedom of which
we boast is called for. What is our
will? What do we in its exercise? All
must will and do in any efficient state
for national will is but that of each
individual.,

Is not our freedom imperilled and
our responsibility clear?

What" will we then!

The soul of the Canadian  soldier
‘has not been thrown away.

Ii-we believe that our cause fs hal-

lowed, that there:rests on-each of us
an individual responsibility, that the
sanctity of the home'is worth preserv-
ing, that the day of weakness is past,
that the hero in our soul cannot be
thrown away, eyery man will respond
to this call for service in whatever
way he ean hest serve.

We cannot’ bring gishonor on  the
memory of the déad who left our
households “to tender the toll and
who braved and-battled and bled,” nor
fail to hold up the hamds of those In
the trenches. \

The honor of this Province Is dear
to mé, as it is to every man who has
won recognition from its people. And
it I understand their spirit aright any
appeal to fore-go comfort, home, and
personal neea in view of national need
must be made to the thoughtful intel-
ligence of men whose soul has not
lost the spirit of true heroism.

The proudest boast of this commun-
ity or of any in Canada, when the bless
Truly these sanctuaries have been |ings of peace shall have come, will
“broken down,” but as truly will they he, that every iman in it had signified
be re-created, as that the earth has his willingness to serve wherever, and
not yet returned to a thing without whenever called upon as a'loyal son
form and void. of an Empire which secured to him
What do we—with the bayonet and | these blessings.
the wolf not at our door—in the re- What matter if pur hands have not
building for these desolate ones? "’ been trained “for some important.par-

Ry o ticular work. It may be that we hest
gerve the State by remaning in our
homes, maintaining agricultural or
other interests. That, we may leave to
those who know the national needs
and the best meéans of serving them.*

But for the honor of the Provinee,
let every man sign his card. What a
relief the opportunity will be to many.

R. R Fltzgerald,

“In order that a sanctuary
may he created, a sanctuary
must_be broken down.”

The home is the sanctuary of every
race which has not perished from the
earth, In its purity and strength lie
the future of humanity. The cradle
song of the Spartan_ Mother to her
child, equally with the tenderer, truer
one of the mothers of our réce to her
children, created the'visipn of a Di-
wvine nobility in the child; apd sweet
charity, loving sympathy, and nation-
al spirit come of that vision. What of
the homes that have been made desol-
ate, the hearth fires that are out, the
mothers who have died in the bloody
maelstrom of this wear!

“\What Is bad? All that
proceeds from weakness.”

The real need at this hour is men,
men of courage, vigor, certainty, and
steadfastness, men without morbidly
active conBeiences given to misgiv-
ings. Lotrd® Roberts was one of the
truest of that type. Would that we had
listened to him, and not buried our’

heads in the sand, when he gaid in-1912 30th, Dec. 1916

———

and there is no reason to that
the effort required was not within
our powers. Unfortunately
at this juncture very unfavorable
weather set™in and continued with
scarcely a break during the remaind-
er of October and the early part of
November. _Pobr visibility seriously
interferéd with the work of  the ar
tillery and constant rain turned the
mass of hastily ‘dug tremches’ ‘into
channels of deep mud. The ‘country
roads broken by countless shell crat
ers rapidly became impassable, mak-
ing the supply of food storeg and
ammunition a serious problem, Thesé
conditions multiplied the difficulties|
of attack to such an extent that it
;;I l‘l'l;{)hon‘l:b to exploeit the situa-
tion o rapidity necessary
the full the ad-
néd.” . o

a

"G t was carried after pro-
tecting trenches to the west had been
captured {n an imeresting fashion. In
an early morning attack a tank start-
ed down a portion of a trench held
by the enemy from the northwest, fir
ing its mychine gune and followed by
bombers. The enemy could not escape
as wo leld the trench at the southern
end, At the same time an aeroplane
flew ‘ddwn at the length of the trench
also firing it8 machine gun at the en-
emy. The eneniy finally waved white
handkerchiefs in token of surrender
and when this was reported by the:
aeroplane the !utgnu-y accepted the
surrender of the ,{orrllon‘ Besides &

e enemy killed we
ra and 362
were five” '

mgcno g‘m a' tribute to the
k of the v¥a “departmente of
service during the battle. He declares

that the aircraft  consistently main- °
tained the supremacy of: the air dur-
ing the entire period, while the tun-
nel compdnies Iy ined

enable us to reap to
vantage we had gai

Great Work of U\nc “Tanks."

General Haig's' re'pol"l contains fre-
quent mention of the work of the
tanks. One example follows:

Genpral Haig|
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