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There is perhaps no department of
public service in which there is as
B! much common intercst as in the pub-

lic roads. The welfare of the country
is ‘inestricably interwoven with the
condition of the highways, The mer-
chant, the trader, the farmer and
the private citizen -depend upon ’'the
road for their very existence. And be-
tween ill and well kept roads lies the
difference between successful and  un-
successful trade, between comparative
comfort and the want of it.

The roads then, the arteries through
which flows the heart’s blood of the
country, should be one of the first
considerations of government, and in
the expeaditures made and the efforts
put fiorth to make them what they
ought to be, there should be the hear-
tiest concurrence on the part of the

taxation is our standard of unalloy-
ed comfort and the extent of our
miseries is measured by the size of
our annual tax bill. We forget, and
we are not told sufficiently often,
that Prince Edward Island is the
iLost lightly taxed bit of inhabited

in

country Canada. We have been
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' spoiled by our comparative freedom
{from taxation, so spoiled that even
in the matter of saving both money
and property by making more gener-
ous expenditures upon our roads, we
are afraid to take the plunge.
“‘Good roads,”’ now the watch-

is

GOOD ROADS,

ing male for

propriately to the work. Of all
discoveries ' of
the greatest factor along this line is
cement. Tts durability, its cheapness
and the facility
commodates
to building
roads would be impossible, make
one of the most pow’riul agencies in
the world today. Governments, prov-

)

word of the whole civilized world and
the most lavish expenditures are be-
this purpose by  the
most ‘ogressive countries. Road
making has become a science, and is
now looked upon as one of the hand
maidens of progress. The greatest in-
ventions and discoveries are being
turned in the direction of practical,
permatient, dependable road making.

And recent inventions and discover-

have lent themselves most ap-
the
receat years perhaps

ies

with which it ac-
itself to road maaing,
roads where, otherwise,
it

incial and civic, farmers, merchants,
and others are using it in enormous
quantities in many undctakings and
the commoenness of its use has re-
sulted in descriptive literature which
is available to all who need to make;
use of it.

We have no doubt, that, ere long,
roads and streets on which yearly ex-
penditures are now being made in
vain and which fail to give the ser
vice for which they are intended, wil
be transformed into permanent anc
satisfactory thoroughfares througl
the use ‘of this, one of the most won
derful as well as one of the most

powerfu! agencies in the world to

day.

SITTING ON A BOARD.

Many of the weaknesses inherent in
the human race have been analyzed
and, correctly or incorrectly, their
causes )mve been stated. In these
statements original sin occupies &
prominent position. One of the com-
weaknesses of today, and we

trace it to original sin
is the universal desire to be-
a
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means uncommon.
When there is 'a vacancy on &
Board, with no other inducement
than an empty -seat uncushioned ai
that—there is a rush to fill it. The
people, whose business the Board it
intended to do, are not given time to
make a selection; would be occupante
offer their services, solicit the posi
tion and insist upon being grantec
the honor. This is a human weaknes:
and a regrettable and unfortunate
one—unfortunate, that is, for those
whose interests are supposed to be
served by the Board.

In almost every case in which *‘thc

man seeks the office’’ his appoint
ment to a seat on any kind of =&
Board, except a plain, ordinary,},

wooden board, may be entered upon

{the records as a mistake. Where ‘‘thc

0] .
! office seeks the man’ the chances .are

that neither the man nor those whomr
he is supposed to serve shall be dis
appointed.

Our Boards are our governing bod
ies. Whether parliaments, Civic
Boards, School Boards, or executive
Boards of any kind, they are the peo

mon
cannot

either,

come a member of a Board-with
capital B.

In the government of this complex
world of ours, with its multiplicity
of demands, its pecularities and its
incongruities, Boards are absolute
\necessitiee. True we have our high
land mighty officials from the king of
| the Empire down through diflerent
| gradations, with or without emolu-
ment but ever with honor real
imaginary—through Lords, Commons,
provincial governments, Civic
Councils, School Boards, &c, &c.

The Boards are supposed to con-
stitute a stairway by which the com-'
mon people can climb up, step by’
step, until they arrive at the source
of supply or, if need be, at the foot
of the throne itself. Therefore the |
Boards are, as already mcnt,u.)nedl
an absolute necessity.

The desire to secure a seat on. the
Board is the mystery. Where there
are emoluments attached the mysteryl
at once disappears, -The desire inl
that case is, quite probably, aimed at;
the emolument, which may be either,
a definite salary, as in the case of
members of, parliament, or an ‘in
definite rake off, which may also ap-
ply to members of parliament or oth-
er governing bodies. 1t is where
the emoluments are wanting that thel
mystery really shows itself;; where
there is no visible inducement either
in the way of getting something for
nothing, doing something which no
one else could do as well, or in fact
doing anything except sitting on thé
Board. And such cases are by no

:nlexall Remedies are not secret
medicines—you can find out exactly
what is in them if you call at our,
drugstore. There is one special reme-
dy for each cf the ordinary illnesses—
nearly 300 in all. Call and ask

evid-

about them. The MacKinnon Drug
Co., corner Great George and Kent
Streets.

For him--for any man-—no
gift could be more pleasing,
practical; useful and sppro
priate than a

We are showmg a splendxd
line of these razors rangin
from the ordinary German sil-
ver sets including holder and
12 blades in plush lined lea-
ftihcr case at $5to traveling out-

ts.
fee our line for good gift
suggestions,

Fennell & Chandier

Victo ia Row.

l same labor,”

ple’s and the people should make
them by seeking out the best mer
available for the positions. Two often

lother considerations than fitness pre-

vail and the result is that in the
most vital concerns we receive  an
inadequate service.

SHLON

It was Henry George who said that
‘‘the effect of inventions and improve-
ments in the productive arts is t:o
save labor, that is to enable the
same result to be secured with less
labor or a greater result with the
The consequence o
labor-saving improvements will be to

increase the production of wealth,
the demand for the same not being
satisfied.

The heartfelt sympathy of all class-
es of citizens and of many
throughout - the province goes
out to the bereaved wif2

and daughter, the mother and only
brother of R. M. Johnson whose un-
expected death was chronicled in
yesterday’s Evening Guardian. The

minent in m clm and. »m life,
a leading member of the Pharma-
ceutical Association, of which he was
Secretary— Registrar and an active
and honored member of the Masonic
and other fraternal organizations.
He was for several years one of the
trustees of the P. B. TIsland Hospit-’
al and one of its truest friends.
Cut off in the prime of manhood and
in the midst of . a
career his death {s a distinct loss to
the city and ' he will be sorely missed
by a large circle of friends. To the
home so sadly and suddenly bereaved
whose Christmas joys have been over
shadowed by this great sorrow the

Guardian tenders its deepest sym-
pathy.

1 husi

IN MEMORIAM.

At the home of her son-in-law, Ab-
ram Myers, Hampton, there paased
away on Nov. 30th, one of the old-
est inhabitants of the province in the
person of Mrs. W. 8. McNeill, aged
97 years. Mrs. McNeill was the wife
of the late Hon. W. S. McNeill of
North Rustico who predeceased her
ten years.

She was a woman of sterllng char-
acter, a consistent member of the
Presbyterian Church, -and although
her form was bent and her faculties
dimmed by the weight of years, she
was often heard to the last repeating
to herrelf the words of the Liord’s
lprayer, and other familiar passages
of Scripture.

She leaves to mourn three sons:—
William in Oakland, Cal; John in
Souix Falls, 8. Dakota and Cokin, in
Ottawa; also six daughters: Mrs. A.
Myers of Hampton; Mrs. Artemas
lowatt of Summerside; Mrs. Ben,
Woolner of Fairfield, Cal; Miss Wright
and Mrs. J. Howatt in Berkley, Cal;
wd Mrs., W. Leard in Vancouver, B.
c.

After a short funeral service at
lampton the remains were conveyed

o Bradalbane thence by train to
.iunter River, where they were met
and conveyed to her old home in

Jorth Rustico, now the residence of
Frederick Woolner from whence the
funeral took place to the old family
ot in the Cavendish Cemetery.

HOW CENTURION SANK
STEAMER IN DARKNESS.

LONDON, Dec. 14—A member of the
Centurion crew gives the account of
the accident yesterday when she sank
i unknown steamer off Devonport :

We were steaming along at between
19 and 20 knots in a fairly calm sea,
with a moderate wind of from four to
five knots when the collision occurred,
It was very dark but the lights of
the oncoming vessel had been. seen
sfor some distance. She had her side
‘ights burning brightly and apparent-
ly tried to cross the bows of the Cen-
turion which struck her with  great
‘orce. The battleship’s = starboard
how struck the steamer’s port side
well forward and she sank immedia-
'tely. Her port light came into the
ECenturion’s forecastle.

The collision. continued tha sailor,
accurred at 438 a. m. and nothing
vas seen of the unknown steamer af-
ter the first impact. She was instant-
ly hurled on her beam ends, toppled
sver and went to the bottom.

The captain -of -the Centurion got
>ut the collision mats and found that
we were taking in water. A life-
hoat’'s crew manned one of the hoats
and the battleship cruised in the vi-
cinity of the collision until after day-
break. Nothing, - however, was seen
of the steamer or anv wreckage.

Judging by the shock whici was
“elt throughout the Centurion the Ves-
sel was a fairly large one as the
collision aroused the members of the
crew who were sleeping below. The
battleship’s engines were immedjately
reversed and started full speed astern.

Other members of the Centurion’s
crew say the steamer was not seen
until the moment of the collision. It
is said that one man was gseen ' on
the deck of the steamer. He made a
desperate jump in an effort to reach
the deck of the Centurion. He miss-
od it by a narrow margin and fell in-
to the sea Letween the two ships and
was seen no more,

A marine of the Centvrion watch
rays the steamer sank immediately
The = searchlights of tbe Centurion

::Pills That Have Benefited Thous-
ands —Known far and near as a
sure remedy in the treatment of in-
digestion and all derangements of the
stomach, liver and kidneys, Parme-
lee's Vegetable Pills have failed. In-
numerable testimonials can be pro-
duced to establish ‘ the truth of this
asgertion.. Once ‘tried they will be
found superior to all other pills in
the treatment of the ailments for
which they are prescribed.

H ockey Boots for
Christmas Gifts

If you're a skater please remember we have some
splend’d Hockey Boots ,msen’s, womer's, boys’ and

girls”.

These boots a e made strong, with good, stout
uppers, spring and half hee's secure'y fastened.

Lovers cf the sport will find that our baots make

skating easy.

Goff .

128 Richmond St.
The R asonible Pric: Sto’re.'

compare with the presznt display of XMAS
wear.

—the handsomest colors and color com‘binatlons.
showing rich generous flowing ends others displaymg
the narrower effects.

50 cts.

white silk hemstitched
handkerchiefs soc., plain
and twilled silk handker.
chiefs of the finest quality,
good large size....,.......75¢

Never in onr h:story have we s‘bévhs men 'S m

The most perfect creations designs and

S:nne

Each in an appropriate individual XMAS box at

Umbrellas

We have a . large tock of
umbrellas for the Cllmst-
mas trade in Taffetas and
pure sxlk,mounted in mck‘le,
silver and gold $1.00 to 5. 00

Silk Handkerchiels

Hundreds to choose from

Suspenders

President and' ‘Plexo
Suspenders, each pair
in fancy box.
of these suspenders will
make a very acceptable
Xmas box for any gen-
tleman.

50c to 1.50

A pair -

Mufflers

Knitted wool and silk
mufflers shaped to fi;

llandkerchiels

Every man is particul-
ar about his handker-
chief, It must be of tLe
right size and quality,

the neck in White, Grey, \ve likve T.awd. ‘Linen
Maroon, Navy and and Silken, in white and
Brown. fancy borders, hemstit-
ched and plain. = Priced

Knitted scarfs fringed from 15 to 25c.  Box of

12 doz‘silk Inital
Handkerchiefs for

L7

on the ends, Brown and
Grey.

A 60c to 1.25

put up in pretty boxes at

Suspender Set;

What would be more aécept-
able than a nice set of suspend-
ers,armlets and garters.We have -
them—handsomely finished and

2
Hosiery

We have a nice line of
silk hose pnt up in 8
pretty Xmasbox at 50c. |
Other lines in fine cash-
mere ribbed and plain
and fancy - designs at

75¢, 1.00, I.25. 25¢, 5¢cC.
Th
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‘'were switched on at once and played
on the scene, bul no sign of the other
sessel was seen.

The Centurion was going at such
speed when the collision occurred that
she had copered a considerable dis-
tance before she could be stopped.

::When a mother detects {rom. the
writhings and fretting of a child that
worms are troubling it, she, can pro-
cure no better remedy than Miller's
Worm Powders, which are guaranteed
to totally expel worms from the sys-
tem. They may cause vomiting, but
this need cause no anxiety, because
it is but a manifestation of  their
thorough work., No worms can long
exist where these Powders are used.

‘“‘Handsome Ties, choice Shirts spl-
endid Hosiery, comfortable Pajames
and night rodes, Bath Robes, and
many other things just right for His
Christmas at Paton's. 12-18M3i.

“EASY CHAIRS.—Make your fa-
ther, your husband, or your friend,
a present of an easy chair. That’s a

<

$
%

and durability so
our stock of

Bros

]G

gift worth  while, ' $5 to $22.50—all
kinds. Beer & Wee'ts, Furniture head-
quarters. 12-18M1i.

ment jg full"to overflowing with-just
the proper things a man would ap-
preciate for his Christmas, Patons.

) " 12-18M3i.

l

“‘Our

Gent’s Furnishings depart-

YOUR FRIEND

A Canada Life
golicy as a gift,
y something new 7
avd urique aund
above all others in
roint of value. See
abcut it tcday.

Dressing Cases

W. K. Rogers
Local Mdnager

" GIFTS
THAT LAST

There are few lines in which you will find beauty

well combined as in gifts selected from

or

Manicure Sets

The line is more extensive than ever. The French :
Ivory is going to be a great favorite. Its cleaglllneSS,
durability and fresh appearance appeal to wometi,

have them also in Ebony, plain and sxlver momltf:d
Comft and see our stock.

JAMI ES,

Drugg'xst.




