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Pictiresque Qutlaw Forced out of
Business by Local Option and
Public: Sentiment

HO has-not heard or read—even
‘ !/: he has never sampled it—of
Wi moonshine” » whisky, and of
‘-8::_ picturesque, lawless maker, the “moon-
{shiner” %, '
For. years the “moonshiner” lias been the
hero of song and story, a roughly romantic
zgx-lre,.app‘gleing strongly to the popular im-
‘agination. / Thrilling melodramas have been
i?)uilt around him; dime novels have been filled
Ywwith hissadventures.,

Hisreadiness to die.in defense of what he
has regarded as his inalienable right to pur-
sue happiness and the nimble dollar by the
distillation of “mountain dew,” has won ad-

‘];im'ration for his wrong-headed heroism, even
{from those who had no sympathy with his
Jillicit business,

'l But now, if the internal revenue men are
|not over sanguine, the “moonshiner” is near
lthe end of his career. In a few years, it is as-
}Scrted,. he will be as extinct as the dodo.

L With him will end as thrilling a serial
tstory of romance and adventure as ever passed
into history.

ment’s Internal revenue agents, belicves that the
next ten years will witness the final passing of
the “moonshtner.”

This will not be, Mr. Gates admits, so much because
of the activity and devotion of the revenue men, though
these qualities are unquestioned, as because of the
change In popular sentiment in the reglons whera:the
“mooushiner” is making his last stand.

Fact is, the “moonshiner,” who has alwaws heretofore
thad the symphthy and taclt support of the commmunities
in which he lved, is gradually being legislatedsout of
existencoe by those very communities.

The states which have been his stronghold are) ono

after another, “golng dry.”” They ‘ar¢ discovering \that
the liquor question, in the rural districts at least, i\ in-
vexn'!cnbly tangled up with the negro problem.
i The country people are afraid of the drunken negro.
‘Outrages, which have aroused the entire South and re-
sulted In lynchings innumerable, have been traced,»in
wmany cages, to the mountain still.

Jror it is there that the negro dives get thelr,suna
(Jplieg, and it Is “moonshine” that drives the vicious, loaf-
Ing negro of the country districts mad. So the people
have declded that the moonshiner must go; and, tHat
being the case, there is very little doubt that lwe i3 going:

;D AVID A, GATES, chief of the national govern-

For more than fifty years—since Uncle Sam set him-

self serlously to the suppression of the mountmin still—
At hos been war to the death between the: “reventer’” and
the “moonshiner,’”” and nelther side was jparticular as to
Vtow many deaths resulted. R

BACK TO WASHINGTON’S ' TIME Y

Probably the first moonshiners, though'the n:\menmd(‘

not then been colned, were thpse who fomented the
»hisky rebellion in western Pennsylvaniarduring thesearly
yoars of Washington’s administration, asrevolt that was
only broken up when federal troops toolsthe fleld.

These were the only ‘‘moonshiners” for whoses sup-
pression an army has been called into seorvice, buttthere
has been for years a sort of guerilla ‘warfare bettween
tho makers of {llicit whisky and the armed revenueyoffl-
cers, which will only cease when the '‘“moonshiner" 1s
extinct, A

He is in the class with the buffalo, in)that he'is ‘*dy-
Ing out,” but with this difference—that ‘there {s no effort

work for lack of water, and times when they don't work
for fear of the ‘‘revenuers.’”

“Moonshine” whisky s, as all whisky is when it
comes from the still, colorless, It is moreover, raw
and strong. The “moonshiner” hag no time to age,
gzlct:‘r or blend his product. He must dispose of it at

So he sells it to his nelghbors—to the poor white,
Wwhose throat has been made callous to the burning
fluld by long famillarity, or to the negro loater who

cannot get it too strong. A little perhaps he sends to
I!.I)o towns, and sells to the negro dlvekeeper—and that
results in trouble and lawlessness on the part of the
consumer,

As to the class of men who have been “moonshin-
ers” these latter years, they have been mostly a worth-
less, thriftless lot, too lazy to raise cotton and seceing
no fun in farming.

The “moonshiner” of today is not at-all a romantic
figure. He Is very much like any other denizen of the
outskirts of civilization, Hlg clothing s poor and
scanty. A more Intimate acquaintance with soap and
water would be greatly to his advantage. A hair cut
would make another man of him, and a shave would
probably make him a stranger to his own family.

He is a desperate man, ready to diec in defense of
what he claims as his God-given right to make
whisky, but, on the whole, preferring not to. He takes
no chances with life or Iiberty.

At the first hint of danger, it is fight or flight, ac-
cording to clreumstances. If it is fight, it is fight te
a finish; an@ that, in times gone by, has not made fo)
Mlength of days for the revenue agent.

The “revenuer” is a good deal more of a hero in
his® way than the “moonshiner.”” He rides Into the
wilderness, and sometimes he doesn't come back. Ilis

“icalling {s as dangerous as that of the soldier, and ho

E}l;clﬂ none of the soldier's glory.

) If he is killed, his wife is not pensioned by a grate-
!fnl country. On the contrary, if any provision is made
ifor his widow and his fatherless children, it 13 in the
form of a grudging allowance which must be author-
lzed by special act of Congregs.

He rides armed, of course, with the best and most
modern weapons, but he rides continually in expecta-
tion of ambush, knowing that everywhere he s
watched by hostile eyes, perhaps covered Ly hostile
guns; ithat tho moment the ‘“moonshiner” thihks his
atill o {s person is in danger he will shoot.

Untifjtho’ “moonshiner” shoots the “revenuer’” may

_ \not, By that -tlme it Is sometimes too late. There s
% \considerablegadvantage in the first shot, and that ad-
wantago -thoa rules of the service deny tho revenue

sagent.
He mustbwait for the other fellow to fire first (as

‘helng made to prevent it. Game preservation laws dof |q rule, he doesnot have to wait long), but once fired

not extend to him.

“M. W Vits ant
comparatively recently that it has ccased 'to be an honor-
able one.

‘When our grandfathers were/young men a.greatimany
of them owned and operated 'privato distiflerics. The
promiscuous making and sale of'whisky twas as honorable
and right in those days as the raising and selling ot
hogs.

Country gentlemen all had theirstills, Each man
made as much whisky each season as he had corn to
sparo for, saved what he wanted for family use and sold
the rost at about 80 cents a gallon—a, grade of whisky,
by the way, that now costs from $i to'$6 a gaklon.

‘When the government forbade this sort of “every-
man-his-own-distiller’ scheme, the better and law-abld-
ing class submitted gracefully to the inevitable. But the
forost free lances, knowing little and caringj less for
law, took up the industry, which meant big réturns:for
1ttlé outlay of capital or labor, and began .the imanufac-
ture Ly stealth, generally at night and atsecret. places.
Hence the term ‘“moonshiner.'”

Whtlo there have been some illicit, liquor imanufactur-
®ra in the citles, tho real strongholdyof thedindustry has
been 1n the mountains of Kentucky,}Tenncssee, ' Georgl
and the Carolinas.

The ‘moonshiner” 1s essentlally ayproduct ofjthe hills.
His face is rarely seen in thé market places., Io Is
convinced that his business is not tillegal, e belleves
thoroughly In his God-given right to make whisky, and

he rogards it as an infringement, of his 1iberties (as nnl
( ]
Mmerlcan citlzen to break his still.gr lay the heavy' hnnd.\

of taxation on the spirit which he manufactures. ‘And in

\%m mber T wazked \for you cighteen years ago.”
{

wn, he can fire as often as he likes and as accurately

1 industry,, and it is onlyg daiha e abla;

Since 1874 8fifty-four of the government's revenuo

8 \.ng'ents have been killed and ninety-four wounded in
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OW\do you do, Mr. Brockett, do you
Ienow me?”
John Brockett, a farmer living
pear, Derby, Conn., looked up from his
i(linncr tublumnu'\glu_' and saw a well-dressed man

X1 \

whose face fseemed\ familiar.
Yet he thook hisyhead vaguely.
\ “Pm Sopand Soy” replied the man; “you re-

“Yes, andustolo $200,” said Brockett. “The
poliie gave ;,upvlouking for you years ago. You
haveynervo toycome: back.” o

“«Well, Pwodcomerto pay you the money,” said
' the man. Ikwdrew out a purse and placed lw_ll 9
i amounting to \$200 on the table. Then the for-
mer hired mai explained that a number of years
ago ho had been converted in Chicago, (lll'l] had
got a position\in a dry goods store, f which he
was now 1nnna1zt§r. i

“T mado , up }\:y mind to ,poy xou, and saved
imy mouev.y, So therokyou are.

\ !

Hlefense of that right he is ready to dle. \ v
\ Bl Vi consclence are

3 UCH instancesyof\the workingstof consc
BY MOUNTAXN STREAMS ‘ \ not rare. cuoplo§who steal money, ride on cars

?
At the same time he reallzes that dlscretion hs the

*hotter part of valor, and he bullds his still with &) view
to concenlment. It must be where there is water in
abundance, however, so ho chooses a deep gully orj ra-
/¥ine, or the banks of a creek running down:a mount in=
);l‘ltfrmo more out of the way, the more inaccessible \the
otter. e
\ As a means of livelihood the “moonshine” | whisiky
Undustey fs fairly profitable. It roquires lttlo (eapital.
The ‘mwonshiner's” plant Is, as a rule, simplicity itself.
1 An licit still can be made as cheap as $10, With the
)furnaces built in primeval fashlon of rock and ecldy, and
ithe “worm’* adapted trom a gun barrel. It may cost, on
[“\0 other hand, as high as $600 If the “moonshiner’ takes!
{Molant pride In his business, The usual Investment
18, porhups, $200 or $260.
t The wtills are crude affairs, of course, as compared
With the elaborate machinery of the big distillers. But

N withrout paying fireor defraud others In any way
often feel: a\ chrango of heart after many years,
innd go to the grerheat- troublesto right the wrongs they
bpcrwtrntcd. A
Interesting and imique are \the little stories re-
wealed\In rullrond.\ aflices, bankimg institutions, post-
offices and other \p!nocs. The bmerest chances, the
death of\friends, coyiversion,  ofter\cause people to re-

member small and\ petty thefts. \Their consclence

burns, nnd.\lhcnkho make restitutfon:

One would hexdly \think that the meémory of steal-
ing o frce rideyon artmlley car would worry a person.
The intentiohaltsending\of a letter with less than the
required postage, loverlodked by tho postmaster, would

hardly \be rexsarde@l as a \mortal sin. Yet people often
bor these Wrings yoans after tho occurrence.

an avernge slzed still can be made to prod eighty
| 8allons of marketable whisky a week, which sells readlly
Bt $110 or $1.20 a gallon,
Tkat,means an income of $90 a week from materials
coatingrabout $20,

Ottern 1t takes \tho heart o long timo to melt into
penitonce} But, arl these 1ittle instances prove, hearts
of tho updumt often \instedd of becoming calloused, bo-
como more sensitiv. ¥ swith the passing of years.

Some \time ago (jeneral)Paseenger Agent Danley,

Seventy dollars a week would mean a princely income
for those parts if the men worked steadily, but they
va't, No “moonshiner” worthy of the namo would de-

_mean himselt by working when he had any money ‘n

e Shere At e rhen thag Suah,

~

¢ the Chmttanocogn 3nd St. Louls Rallway, rocelved a
money oréler for va
“Thi for the,ccmscionce fund,” wrote the sonder,

RN eRLTIPATAIMEOL] stole A F1dp aswaRR Sha

renConscienceGrapples the

, und the ihen s of this has often wor-
At nights I think of this act of dishonesty,
: out the debt.
ticket botween the
Then he

and Nash
ried me.
and hope this will

Mr. Danley purchased a two

it canceled. wrote the man,

points and Lad

telling him to be at peace.
Raflroads often reccive moncy orders of just this

kind from persons who have stolen rides on trains.
“Sometimes these lette surpyise ug,” sald a rafl-

“The amoun

in most cases are inslg-

road official.
niflcant. Sometimes pecpic ro.d In money for the fares
of c¢hildren whom they had takes at half rates. They
confess to' telling untrutha about the ages and offer
restitution,
“Undoubtedly
of mankind. It

mee fuad is a tribute to
purloiners of
slal institu-

the consci

the honesty is a pity

larger sums of money in banks and finan
tlons are so rarcly affected by the same change of
feellng.”

John €. Fetzer, rcceiver of the Milwaukee Aveaue
Stote Bank, of Chicago, which failed through the ma-
nipulations of Paul 0. Stensland, received a chock
from an institution for $25.

The cheek eame from the president of a college in
Ilinols, who sald that about a year before Stensland
had contributed this ninount to the edllege hbrary.
Inasmuch as the bank had (lost through this man, the
president declared thut he felt he would be doing a
wrong if he did not returd the money. ie said he feit
that it belonged to the creditors

CHARITY SCREENS DISHONESTY

“I1f more men would follow this example,” said Mr.
Fetzer, “imany of the creditors of wrecked institutions
would benefit. It'is a fdact that men engagoed In dis-
honeat dealings contribute largely to charltable insti-
tutfons, for it does them good. It directs suspiclon
from them and gives the reputation of belng religlous
and honest."”

More than fifteen years aga, Mrs. Martin J. Evrvin,
of Iingwood, W. Va, lost her property for fallure to
pay taxes. It was bought by a lawyer and politiclan
for $300. The man deeded the house to a young
woman, to whom he was engaged to be married. A
disagreement arose between the couple and the en-
grgomont was broken, The lawyer went to the Klon-
dike, whero he made a fortune, and the young woman
married a clergyman,

Noarly a yoar ago Mrs. Brvin rocelved a letter
from thls young woman, She stated that the house
was still In hor possession, but she sould not regard
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There I8 a fund of truth in the saw about
clence makir cowards. While walking along a
ot In Atlaatic City, John Bowle, of Washington,
v M to look up and recoguized the police
headguny § heart cepsed to beat for a moment
and then, In fright, he took to his heels.

A detedtive, anding on the steps, was attracted
by hig strange behavior, followed and caught him,

When the detective questioned the man he broke
down end confessed that ho was wanted on a larceny
charge In Washington. The erime had so welghed
upon Lim since Its comm on that he had not slept a
night. The mere sight of a police station filled him
with terror.

A unique story of change of heart was rovealed In
a petition presented to the Licensa Court of Philadel-
phia for the revocation of a llquor 1 Declaring
that he was opposed to impure ligue which were
manufactured, and that he realtzed 11 f the
llquor business, Matthew M. I'uire
licanse to scll liquors in Weet Philia
As a result of his action, I7u. ol rec
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have votea out liquor, and they have been mostly the,
gountles that have been the particular strongholds of}
the “moonshiners.” Mofe than half of Wexas ls “dry™1
though to be sure 1 hining' has never been much
of an industry in 'Tc ;. In Alabama ig it unlawful
to sell lquor after 9 o'clock In the ctties, or after 8
o'clock in the country districts. North Carolina’s next
clature will consider a prohibition law. “The'south=
rn part of Virginia, the wildest part of the state,
the only part where the “moonshiner” has flourished,
has taken advantage of local option to go dry.

1t is admitted by southern people that the negro
tom of the prohibitton question,

question 1s at €. b
for the crimiqad clas nons @ prac=
tically uncontrollable elemd is per-
mitted.
The remau feature of all this anti-liquor leg-
tion is th s not for the protectien of the citles
much as in the interest of the r 5. Whore

law does not attempt 3 the
regulations as to the sa liquor @ 1 more
stri t In the country than in the tow Where
loct wptlon exists, it is not tlie towns tha* go
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