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P.E.I.-N.B. Tunnel Project Debated Since 1884

Last Survey
Was Promised
During 1944

In the long controversy waged ©f 1,500 miles. And no one

since Cunfederation over Prince
Edward Island’s winter trnnspot;ta‘
tion problem, a new note  was
sounded in 1884 whep Senator,
G.W. Howlan pronosed &« tunnel
under ,the Northumberland Strait
in the Tormentine-Travers. stretch
Follow.ng th:s up, in 1886, Gov-
ernment engireers made a survey
of the rock formation in the bot-
tom of the Strait. The borings
proved trat <uch a praoject
technicaily possible. ,But nothing,
was done, though a seccnd, con-|
tirming curvey was made in 1887. |
In 1891 the tunnel ideo popped
vp again, this t'me as a result of
a detaiied stovey and ropert moade
by Sir Yecuz'ay Fox. He gave spe-
cifcations ana @ that
tunne] 1§ feet in diamwcrer could)
be bullt for $11.262500. But again|
the proiect went no further than|
plans. ]
Successive failures  to provide
eatisfactory 1ceboat ser.ie  gave
the tunnel idea annther flurry on
March .1, 180b. when a provincial
resolutisn calird upon the Federal,
Gavernment  ta “Pifil] tre tams
of union f{orthwith by tausing al
tunne] tc be constructed at the
earliest possible moment.” !
Wartime Su-vey |
Again the tunnel scheme slum'® |
‘he

0

bered until reawakened ufter
loss of the &S. “Charlottetown”
and the ong celay in gett'ng w
started on her successor Sthe tun-
nel possibility was freely  discliss-

ed at the 1943 and 1944 sessions of

the Legislatue and on Avpril 10,
1044, Transport Minister Michaud
th M s

anncuncea at Otiawa

departmenrtal

D.W. AcLacrlan,
consuitng e neer, and R.S. Le-,,
Mcntreal consuid ing «ngineer,

would make an cn-the-spot survey
in Prince Edward Island and New,
Brunswick “to consider locations;
wiere ‘he denth of a tunrel below,
high water would be within pract- |
{cal engineering limitations.”

The Minister's announcement
added: “Construction of o ‘proposed;
tunnel betveen Carleton Point andl
Cape Jouirimain appears to be of |

deubtful  possibility, The main,
depth at which werk would h'l\'ei
to be (necutord between these two!

points cannot be less than 131 reet‘
while the report on the proposal |
submittcd by Sir Douglas Fox in|
1891 placed the depth at 146 Iem.‘[

“Engiaeering practice  has not]
yet provided !reans - reby men |
could wark in compressel air com-|
partments beyond a greater depth
than 115 feet Sinze n, one can
guarantee that a ‘unnei could be|
constructed under the Northum-|
berland Strait using  compressed
air, the project wonld aprear im-
practicable at that lodation "

Dr. Grant's Advocacy

A strong advocate of the, tunnel
proposai at thus time was Dr. T.V.
Grant. M.P. for King's, who in a
Jetter to the cal press cn March
18, 1944, stateu:

“If every man and woman, DOY

and girl in Prince Fdward Island
mould rise up in unison and de-
mand a tunnel — a tunnel as the
only feasible remedy — then. and
not un:i, then, wwuld ~ur claims
be given consideration and this
wastefuy  expenditure of public

money on piers and ships that has
been goirg on for uver nrlf a cen-
tury would cease and the tunnel
would be undertaken.™

Dr. Grant sooke to the same ef-
fect in the Budget deba'e in Par-

| Of Confederation Compact

2 will withdraw from the family.”

Delayed Fulfiliment

Continued from Page 11.
two-third as much per carload for
transport between these points as
Halifax merchants pay for trans-
port to or from Chicago, a distance
knows
from hour to hour whether freight,
passengers or mals must next be
routed to their destination by way
of Georgetown or Sumemerside, the
Capes or Charlottetown. These are
some of the conditions after thirty-
three years of nominal union with
Canada, during which years our
people have paid milllons upon
millions in taxes to build railways
and canals in the West, to open up
and develop Prairie Country and
the Yukon and to give those dist-
ant regicns facllities for trade and
transportation dented to ourselves.
We cannot go on this way. To do is
to consent to slow and painful
suictde ...Prince Edward Island
must be treated as other provinces
of the family are treated or she

Borden's Promise

Thus matters went their way un-
til the famous election of 1911

Lieut. - Governor Recalls
Ice - Boat Crossing Days
In Praising New Service

During the campaign Robert Bor-
den, leader of the Conservative
Party, then in Oppositicn to the
Lauricr Government visited the Is- |
land. Speaking at Charlobtetown |
September 11, he sald: “I promise
you that, if in my power after the|
21st instant--and at present I have,
reason to believe such will be the
case—that I will, with as little de-;
lay as possible, cause such action |
to be taken as will settle this
queostion, T will remcve as far &5
le the disadvantage of your
present communications and malgpi
an honest effort to give you in thlsl
connection what you expacted to
eceive when vou joined this grea
Confederatiom.”

This was the noted Ewden prcm-
ice for a rallway ferry cr a tunnel,!
both of which wore at that t'me‘
much in the news, particularly the
former. An effort was made to lab-:‘
el the Borden promise a “political
bribe,” but the Charlottetewn
Guardian pointed out that “on the
eve of the election Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and Hon. Mr. Fielding
came here and were as dumb as
oysters in regard to elther the
tunnel or the car ferry.”

And on D2cember 28, 1911, Prem-
jer Borden was as good as  his
promise. He annolunced that “the
Government is determined to un-
dertake the establistment of a car
ferry service.”” The S.S. Prince Ed-

|
The following statem:nt has pajlway atyle.
been recervea f(fr sublicat’on fromI “We of Prince Edward Island
His Honour Lieutenant Governor freel justified in congratulating the

J.A. Bernard. Honourable Minister of Trans-
. lport for his iaterest in our wants,
“The inaururation of the neéw as wel] as for maintaining ol'ga-

car ferry ‘Abcgwell’ muit be re- ticns contrac'ed for many years
garded as one of the great marks ggo. Travelling publie, towrists and
cf progress :n our tramsnortetion yisitors to oiur Province will be
system from and to DPrince Ed- agreeably surrrised with the new
ward Island. Withh the arrival of csy ferry. and though the wait for
this Die:el-powered eleciric ship,'her has been a long one I feel

ward Island, first railway ferry,
was delivered in December 1915,
and operated the Charlottetown-
Pictou route that winter.

On October 15, 1917, the SS.
Prince Edward Island made its
first scheduled revenue trip to a
new port made on the Island, a
port named in honor of the man
_who fulfilled the  Confederation
contract —Borden.

hewever, turned - “thumbs down”
to the projeci. when he announc-
ed, in an interview glven at Hali-
fax on March 9, 1045, tnat of the
two propcsals “the car ‘erry &ys-
tem seems to be the mioft pract-
ical.” .

He added. however, tiat ‘none
of the post-war projects have been
definitely decided upwm, agreed
upon or mapped out"

There, for :he present, the mat-
ter rests. The results, if =ny, of the
survey made by the Government
engineers have not been disclosed.
But it would be rash to assume
that the tunnel jdea is cead, or
even meiibuna. It will no doubt
be revived and may evan prove to

the largest. most powerful, and [that we wil enjoy and apprecate

Imost upte-date ice breaker ever al] the more readily the seivice ahe‘
constructed, we are provided \\fl“'h\.wll give because of the adverse
the necopsary means ol moving |conditions of the past scveral |

our export products to ouu"dc‘years, She wiil be manned by a

markets and of bringing In ourjcaptain and crew who have had

imports, years of successfu] operal.onal ex-,
perience in these waters,

“Built In a Canadian shipyard \

by Canadian workmen, and in $0} “Upon the D.etelzing of our rail-

far as pcossinie of Cana-lan pPro-lway, soon to be completed, I cem-'

ducts, <he is s credit to “er build-{pliment the President, V.ce Pres-|
ers, while she brinzs vividly tolident, and local Superintendent of |
our m:nds the knowledge that ouriCanadran Natienal Railways and |
englneers at ncme are as capableiall others who tcok part or ass'st-|
as can be found anywhere. ed in makinz this an actuality.,

It is the greatest forward move!

“In my younger days I had thelever made in connection with rail-|
privilege of crcssing the Strait bylroading here, and will speed up|
ise boat from Cape Termentine to,ts a great extent the transporta-

Cape Travers®. and the nemory of|tion probleraz  of pnssengers!
that trp is s'iil with me. Leaving ang fro.ght., These much delayed|
Tormentire at 7.00 a m. xe arrived ;mprovements speax 1n ierms of

at Cap: Traverse at 8.00 p.m., tired, act:on and our citizens are happy|
wet, cold and hungry Today in t5 know that their hopes are be-[
the luxurfous. speedy ani POWer- yng reglized. With the new carl
ful “Abegweii’ less then an hour ferry “Abegw<it” in actual opera-
it:; requlr&;]d.!m Ccoﬂrxtr‘;rt‘h:n;"m:ccg'_:'iLion a long f¢" want in cur travel

nce, while 1 ‘- movement  will be consumated,|
modatmn‘ make it a “jo:,‘-rrde . 3"’d;wh'rle the Dicgel ?gmes will brlnlﬂj
a restzurant is ready ‘o cater onito us a service sth as is enjoyed

’ i i tation  prob- [the trip to over 900 pecple in the by rajlway potrems | o
Uament that vear. immemerial  transpor ) ) v railway prtrins in more pop
Transport Minister  Michaud, lem. fnimitable  Canadian  National |ulous centres of the world.”

A

| For

repairs.

Clieck Up
On Your Gar
Vacation Trip

Perhaps you will be planning a motor trip via the new Car Ferry “Abegweit”. Be
prepored and when you plan that vacation jaunt, let us guard your car’s mile-

o age with frequent inspections and timely attention to needed adjustments and

HORNE MOTORS ==

¢

Crew Required
For “Abegweit”

The following questions and an-

swers regarding the crew required '

on the 8. S. “Abegweit” appeared

in the votes and proceedings of the |

House of Commons of recent date.

The answers were given by Hon. |

Lionel Chevrier, Minister of Trans-
port in reply to, questions by Mr.
W. Chester 8. McLure:

1. What number of crew will be
required for the 8.8, Abegweit?

2. How many qualified captains;
how many of other ranks?

3. Wil any of the officers and
crew of the 8.. Prince Edward
be transferred to the S.8. Abeg-
weit?

4. If so, what officers will be so
transferred?

5. How many engineers of S.S.
Prince Edward hold qualified cer-
tificates for the 5.8. Abegwelt?

6. Will the 8.8. Prince Edward
be kept fully manned as assistant
ship for the service?

7. When wil] the crew of the
S8.S. Abegwelt be glven tralning
for their new positions?

8. How long will this training be
required?

9. How many guarantee engin-
eers, or other officers from the
ship builders is required " by law?

10. How long will such guaran-
tee officers remain on ship?

Answers

The Canadlan Natronal Railways
advise as follows: —

1. Approximately
three shifts operated.

2. (a) Two captains, (b) 78 of
other ranks. Working in shifts.

3. Yes.

4. Two Masters, one First Of-
ficer, one Second Officer, two Third
Officers, one Junior Second En-
gineer, one Third Engineer, three
Fourth Engineers, one Electrical
Engineer and one Chief Steward.

5. 8ix.

6. No, but will be stand-by ship
and manned without delay when
required.

7. Deck officers, Engineering of-
ficers and Chief Steward now be-

80, assuming

ing trained. Chief Engineer and

CAPT. JOHN L. READ
Former master of the Prince Ed-
ward Island and Charlottetown.

Chlef Electriclan have been on
ship skice construction started.

8. Until ship goes into service.

Insofar as the Department
Transport is concerned.

9. None, by law. However, under
Contract No. 35497 between the
Department of  Transport and
Marine Industries Limited, one
guarantee engineer is to be ap-
pointed by the contractor to serve
on board. In addition under an
agreement between Dominion En-
gineering Works ¢ Limited and
Canadian General “Electric Com-
pany Limited a guarantee engineer
with respect to electrical instal-
lation 1is also to be appointed.

10. No longer than twelve months
from date of delivery.

11. Nome.

CHARACTERISTICS

(Continued from page 1)

2000 tons.

Railway car tracks—3 lines

Rallway cars carried—19 weigh-
ing 1200 tors. )

Automobiles and trucks carried
--60 weighing 90 tons.

Passengers carried—950.

Crew carricd—66

Emergency sleeping quarters

of

Islanders Remember How
Borden Kept His Promise

It was on Septémber 11, 1911
that Hon. Robert L. Boiden, lead
er of the Conservative Opposition
In the House of Comunors, speak
ing to a Oharlottetown audience World War 1, in December, 1015
specifically promised either a tun |the S.8. “Prince Edward Island”
nel or a rallway car lerry for capable of carrying 12 railway carg
Prince RBdwara Island 1 he won/and 40 autoiaoblles, was finally
the Fed-ra] e:ection campa'gn thea| delivered. During the 1915-16 and
in progress. 1916-17 winters It was operated on

Many promises regard'ng trans |the Chrilottelown-Pictou route,
portation Iimprovements have been| In thute :wo years the New
made to thls Province, belcre and Brunsw:ck—Prince Edward Island
since thut time; but Bonden’s ac- terminals were made raady. The
surance stands out for the promrt ‘Tormentine—ITraverse route hyd
and faithful manner in which it won out, sliuntly modified. At
was imp'emented. Carletor, Head two mliles west of

On December 28, 1911. in a let- Traverse, a new port wwsa built
ter to Mr. AA. Maclean, M P |It was called Borden in honour of

system. This included $450,000 for
a car .fTy- and $400,000 {or enlarg.
ing the pauge of the P.EI raflway,

Despite the Interveniion of

Qharlottetcwn Prime Minisler the man who had redeemed his

Borden wrote: promise and bestowed npon the

“Ths Government has deter- |J8land its first regular winter.

mined to undertake the estab- Eun;n;erdcommunlcanon with the
tmainlanq

lishment of a Government ferry
service between the Islund and
the malnland This will invecive
ohanging from narrow to stand-
ard gauge on the Island rail-
way.”

Up till 1919, standard gauge ocars
were brought to Borden by the
railway ferry where tiey were
placed on a siding and the freight
| transferred to the narrow gavge
cars. On Sept 14, 919, lhe stand.
In a February 14, 1012 dispatcl apd gauge line between Borden
from Ottawa the Province was ir- and Charlottetown was ccmpleted
formed that the Federal Govern- The entire Island rallwiy stand.
ment would Spend $1,304,000 ime ardization was finally Iinished in
proving the Island transportation Septemuer, 1930.

generator,

Propuision motors—4 rated at
3850 h.p. $60 volts.

Diesel-electric auxiliary generat-
ors—3 rated at 500 b.h.p. 360 rp.
m. driving at 330 kw. 225 volts
DC. generator.

Auxiliary cervice motors—138.

Number of propellers—-—4 (twe
sft and two forward).

Diameter of propellers—13 feet

(cots)~—100 passengers.

Lifesaving facilities—8 metal
l'feboats, fitted under mechanical
davits, cach capable of accommo-
dating 48 persons. Also a large
aumber of buoyant apparatus and
other lifesaving appliances. as re-
Guired by the statutory regulat-
{ons.

Restaurant facilities—76 persons
per sitting; 200 per hour.

Navigation alds — Radar. radio | (four blades)
telephone, echo sounder, gyro| Weight of propellers—15 tons
compass, etc each.

Collective power of propelling
machinery—12,000 b.h.p.

Diessl-electric propelling gener-
stors—8 sets, each eonsisting of | Native Indians taught the white
one engine rated 1500 bh.p. at 360 iman to ~atch oystert with a forked
tp.m. driving & 1050 k.w. 325 rolt gtick

LEARN INDIAN LORE

pen

Summerside

"KNOW - HOW"

The hard-won skill and knowledge of thousands of Canadians went into
Scientists and Research Laborator-
ies, Engineers in many industries, artisans and labourers, calling on
the experience of the 'years, and tap ping Canada’s great national resour«
ces for raw material created the new ship. These Canadians had special
knowledge—they had the “KNOW - HOW’.

50 AS A PRODUCT OF CANADIAN

BRAINS AND INITIATIVE
We Salute The

"ABEGWEIT"

To meet high Canadian standards, every product worthy of its name
must have “KNOW-HOW? behind it. Any good product does not just hap-

ICE CREAM

served on the new “Abegweit” represents the study and findings of sev-
eral generations of Dairy Scientists. Its quick freezing is a development
of scientific research, Its purity and sanitary processing, including past-
eurizing, meets all health tests. It is made from rich Island cream. It is
a “KNOW-HOW?” product.

the building of our new Carferry.

Manufactured by

Central Creameries Ltd.

CHARLOTTETOWN,

Souris.




