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Strong Counter Measures Against Su

Jection Rumors

Heard A_{_ Ottawa

Speculation rife on eve of
reopening of Parliament.

eny
(B C, T, Blackiurs, Capada®t pue -

s Fighters raid
- [ ]
Axis airdrome

WA, Jan. 20—(CP)
ab ul:e Government would resort
a referendum to ascertain the

will of the people on the question

; imited compulsory _service

::mu!.xclw by Ottawa observers to-

day. . i that
There were oven indications CAIRQ, Jan, 20—(AP)—The R.
o Government is 1ot °Ve“l°°,k; AF. Middle East Oommand an-
the possibility of & BeNeral nounced tonight that a rald by
rime Minister Mac- fighter planes on the airdrome at

dection as P
fenzie King an

ours in
img 19 of Parhament Thursday

d his cabinet spent

Catania, Sicily, on Sunda
preparation for the y, on Sunday night

caused ‘“many explosicns” and set
a number of fires,

ening
termoon. i A number of enemy planes were
Whatever decision Mr. King set on fire in an attack on Comiso,
reaches  before he finishes the also in Sicily, carried out yester-
gpesch from the Throne wlt,ll day, a communique reported,
which  the Governor-General will R.AF. fighter patrols guarding
opgn parliament, it 18 considered Malta were credited with damag-
certain that ib will be directed to- ing an unspecified number

n of the scope of German bembers —and pursuit

planes with made a daylight raid
on the island base yesterdalgy. %

Says pot_aa
Geiling price
Not discussed

TORONTO, Jan. 20 —(CP) —
George ‘A. Wilson, fruit and vege=
| table controller
‘prices “afid trade ‘board, sald today
uat 56 far there has been no dis-
c‘l)xislon of a celling price for pota=-

v ice for Canadians,
i civilian—possibly to in-
armed ~ service

P!
armied. an
dude compulsory
"overseas.

No official

pronouncement is
such questions of

on
policy on the

ment
ment,
ynment’s prpoosals will
lod either in the Throne
in the first major pro-
ent by the Prime Minis-
fer, probably to be made next
Monday when he enters the de-
bate on the address in reply to the
gpeech - frem the Throme.
Yormally the Throne speech an-

=

ayallable
pigh  govein

e of Pd

(Continued on page- 6, Col 1)

toes,

Mr, Wilson met a representative
group of Ontario growers here to-
day for the convention of the On-
tario Fruit and Vegetable Growers
Assceiation and the question cf
supplics throughout the province
was discussed. The meeting was a
general survey of trends and prices,
Mr. Wilson said that no mention
was made of a price ceiling.

The controller said he had had
no word regarding a pesolution
passed by a union of agricultural
societies at Saint John protesting
against any ceiling price on pota-
toes or any action that would tend
to retard production. No meeting
was planned for discussion of a
potato price ceiling, he added.

James E. Porter, secretary of the
New Brunswick Potato Growers and
Shippers Association, and J. R.
Plummer, New Brunswick potato
grower, were in Toronto today in
connection with the matter, Mr.
Wilson said subsequent action in
regard to a price ceiling might be
taken but so far the question has
not even come under discussion.

s opposed to
Referendum

WINNIPEG, Jan. 20 — (CP) —
Premier Bracken of Manitoba in an

i referred to 1%:0Tts
h of conseription in Can-
be referred to the people

ada mi’zm
and said he hopes the nation wiil
be spared the “‘crowning indignity’

of a re
Winy
“Are we to

ndum, He spoke to &

wvice (Kiwanis) club.
be asked in the micidle
of world is to take money need-
ed for war and spend. it either on
an clection or on a referendum, in
order fo relieve our elected repres
gentatives from a responsibility that
hoos é\--;m responsible government?”

r. Br

Al

en asked.

ture no opinifon on these
maiters but would like to hope with
respect to the last one that we may
be spared such a crowning indig-
nity in a nation that prides itsclf
that the kind of government we are
fighting for is a responsible one.”
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pile a national service register of ing
anpower available both for the might

Other attacks
Off East Coast
Are announced

In Pacific U. S. Bomb-
ers Sunk Japanese
Cruiser And Set
Tanker Afire.

WASHINGTON, Jan, 20—(AP)
—The navy announced today that
enemy submarines operating off the
United States Atlantic coast had
made several attacks on vessels
other than the three sinkings of
tankers and one damaging already
announced.

Vessels involved in these new at-
tacks were not identified and no
details were given,

“Strong counter measures are
being taken by units of the navy’s
east coastal command,” a com-
munique said.

At the same time the navy an-
nounced that a motor torpedo
boat of Admiral Thomas S. Hart's
western Pacific command had en-
tered Binanga Bay, inside the en-
trance to Subic Bay in the Philip-
pine Islands and had torpedoed an

#ynidentified enemy vessel of 5,000

tons in a daring night attack.

This venture was carried out
under fire of Japanese machine
guns and three-inch shore batter-
ies and for its successful execution
Lieutenant John D. Bulkeley of
New York has been officially com-
mended.

The navy's communique said of
submarine activity along the At-
lantic coast that it was “continuing
from Cape Hatteras to Newfound-
land.”

A hard-hitting half-dozen Un-

War Debat
Postponed in
British House

Churchill Announces
Three Davs Will Be
Devoted To Discus-
sion Shortly.

LONDON, Jan, 20—(CP Cable)—
Prime Minister Churchill took his
seat in the House of Commons to-
day for the first time since re-
turning from North America and
quickly quelled an effort to pre-
cipitate d'scussion of the Far East-
ern situation before the Prime
Minister is ready to make his
promised war review.

Whatever sentiment might have
existed for immediate debate van-
jshed when Mr. Churchill rose to
announce that in the near future
hree days would be put aside for
discussion of the war pan-
orama, and that if any challenge
the government then arose he

to
SYDNEY, Jan, 20—(CP C&bl}.‘;; would call for & vote of confidence.
reaching decisions as to disposicion ol "
of Auswalia’s manpower wgloh in and, it necessary, to wind 1t up,
effect puts into practice conscription

“I propose myself to open debate
the Prime Minister said firmly.

Then, indirectly taking notice of
some members’ wishes for immed-
‘ate alring of the situation, he de-
clared:—

“I naturally share the anxieties
that are felt on the war in the
‘far Fast. But I also share a grow-
confidence, which I think
also be justified, in the
eventual outcome of this struggle.”

(Continued on page 5, Col 6)
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their country, were reported

Argentina

LONDON, Jan, 20—(CP) —Thal
troops, presumably under direction
of the Japanese w10 have occupied

v

Reuters tonight to fave attacked

Will
With Axis

te Bedeque y . . . .
ud Fernwood customers. I will Joad ‘Right or wrong’ Nation will maintain
position of neutrality to warring
Nations, Premier announced in interview.

BUENOS AIRES. Jan, 20—(AP)
—~"Right
not break relations with Germany,
Japan and Italy” acting president
Ramon 8. Castillo told a press con=
ference tonight.

Castillo, in an interview at his
summer home in nearby Martinez,
declared that Argentina had not
veered from her position of neu-
trality toward all warring nations,
except the United States which
ghe has declared & non-belliger~

iltshire -Priday till noon; ent

; Arthur s orth- o
:lmgm. Bradalbane Friday till l11 .'?..‘f{"%’;“m“.um;o :& n?ue'pot!: st By holding the United smez
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Jaj S, Charlottetown, ‘Thursday, pitulated with scarcely a shot The acting president’s dec: ra"h n
dary\unry 22nd and until noon Fri- when the Japanese appeared came in the midst of 1(-;“ y P 3:
o 23rd at considerable price ad- her frontier. Air bases and supply Argentina_might join of oy
m? to\m- Jast quotati Only depots sprang up so quickly that can Republics to put up &
stock’ Ll"\[rlﬂy stock accepted. Live- many observers suspected the eon- T

arketing Board. quest was made \
pe (Coniinued on page 6, Col 1
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Situation Last Night

(By KIRKE L. SIMPSON, Associated Press War Analyst)

Pointing up Prime Minister Churchill's expression of “growing con-

fidence” in the outcome of the stru

ggle despite anxiely over Singapore's

fate, United States air forces have suruck another telling blow at a key-
stone of the Japanese power arch in the China Sea.

American bombers have sunk a
er in the vicinity of Jolo, central i
way between North Borneo and the

is in the island-dotted passage between the Sulu and Celebes

Japan must dominate that passage
against the East Indies or Australi

attack on Singapore,

The southabout Pacific-China Sea route uses that passage.

Nipponese cruiser and fired a tank-
sland of the Sulu Archipelago, mid-
southwestern tip of Mindanao, Jolo
Seas.
effectively either to push southward
a, or to safeguard the flank of her

From

bases in Mindanao, in North Borneo and on the Celebes Island, Japan-

ese air units and probably U-boats

are deployed to bar it to allied use.

American air blasting in the Sulu-Celebes Sea passages is raising a def-

inite challienge to that ememy deplo;

According to Washington reports

yment at a critical point,

the most recent incident oc-

curred “100 miles off Jolo.” That sufficiently indicates the vulnerabilily
of the Japanese deployment at this stage of the fight. It also might
indicate that in the minds of aliied strategists, the Sulu-Celebes Sea

passage is the weak link in Japan’s

gigantic effort to wall off the whole

China Sea region while she matures her drive for oil and other re-

sources in the Netherlands Indies.
» * L

Contrel of that passage is essential to the
but also to insure safe passage southward for

allied naval incursions;

any major invasion thrust at the Indies or
Strait is the only other road that could be
by Singapore on one side and allied bases in

* -

Japanese not only against

Australia. Narrow Singapore
used, It is still dominated
Borneo on the other. Slip-

ping transport and supply convoys through those waters would be risky

while Singapore holds out,

American planes also are aiding in defence of Singapore now. It is
the forays against Japancse communications in the Sulu-Celebes Sea

passage that seem most significant,
Japanese
south on the
in the Jolo vicinity.

bases in the Netherlands Indies like
Borneo coast, to hammer at Japanese traffic bottlenecks

however. They are by-passing other
Tarakan Isiand, far to the

Need floor
Rather than
Potato ceiling

TORONTO, . Jan.. 20—-(0?{-
Potato growers and-reprenyonta=
tives of potato growersy and
shippers’ associations of iNew
Brunswick, Prince Edwar&k‘llsl-
and, Quebec and Ontario teday
protested to the Wartime Priccs
and Trade Board any move to
place a ceiling on the price of

potatoes.
The meeting was called by
George A, Wilson of Toronto,

fruit and vegetable administrat-
or for the Dominion, for the
purpose of discussing the East-
ern Ontario potato situation,

The representatives of the
preducers made no formal reso-
lutions or recommendations but
voiced their opposition to a
price ceiling and put forward a
number of suggestions for alter-
native regulations.

Maritime growers sald they
wanted a “floor” rather than a
“ceiling” on potato prices.

The consensus of producers
was that present prices are not
out of line with production
costs and that the 1939 and 1940
crops were marketed far below
the cost of production.
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‘Blai:k Niarket’
is discovered

HALIFAX, Jan. 20— (CP)—
Police suggested today they had
discovered the beginning of an a'-
. temph-to set up & -“black manket”
in stolen rubber tires here in de-
flance of mew government restric-
tions on their purchase.

Of 17 tires valued at $800 and
stolen last monih, volice reported
the recovery of six. They said some
of the tires had been sold at far
Jess than their actual value,

One Halifax man was held on
two charges of breaking and en-
tering. Arrests of at least three
more persons might be made soon,
pelice said.

Tokyo claims
Japs 18 miles
From Singapore

TOKYO, Jan. 20 (Japanese
broadeast recorded by AP) — Ad-
vance Japanese forces were claim-
ed to be within 18 miles of the
causeway connecting the Malay
Peninsula with Singapore Island
tonicht, v#.ile farther up the pen-
insula 20,000  Australians  were
cla‘med to be cut off.

Yowever, the news agency Do-
mei, advancing these claims, wav=
ed aside the prospect of any im-
mediate offensive against Singa-
g that the Japanese
sneentrate on erush-
'n on the Malay main-

inz opposl 3
jJand and consolidating their
won positions in Johore State fac-

night on a 10 day ftrip the {no singapore.
tTnited States, during —wh fy g sl e e o
wil] cenfer at Washingten 1‘R_..
Rev. W. R, Amold, © ief Chaplain & 2
of trhe United States War Depart- Frlces contmue
ment
Bishop Nelligan 115z sl'hcdu;(d 1o i
i ddresses at Rochester, N.X.
:ryg éostcx and will go to New strong at auct'on
York to meet Bi:hop J. F. O'Hara,
military  delezate rep:esenting MRS
Archbishep F. J. spel'man, Mili- MONTREAL, Jan. 20 —(CP) —
tary Vicar, Prices continuea strong in today's
4 QAR session of the current auction at
Wl“ IRtl‘OduCe the Canadian fur auction sales
company showrvoms here. Trading
SpeeCh From Throne in most furs offered showed &
slight decline from he Janwary
1941 sale.

OTTAWA, Jan. 20 —(CP) —Al-
phonse Fournier, Literal member
for Hull and W. Ross Macdonald
Liberal member for Brantford, will
be mover and seconder respectively
of the address In reply to the speech
from the throne to be read at the
opening of Parliament Thurscday.

1t is expected the address will be
moved Friday afterngon and that
debate on it wiil be opened Mon-
day afternoon by acting Conserva-
tive Leader Hanson.

Boln mover and seconder were
in the party of House of Comtnons
members who made a tour of Eng-
land last fall and visited the bomb-
ed areas,

On the otter furs offered, 85 per
cent were sold, a decrease of 10 per
cent, while a similar drop was reg-
istered in sales of martern which
were sold 63 per cent. Of the fisher
offerings, 75 per cent were sold,
unchanged from last year.

GARDENING PILOTS

LONDON—(CP) — Fighter pilots
growing their own vegetables 01
plots near airdromes, harvested a
paper erop in 1941, They grew a-
bout $10.000 worth of produce. in.
cluding 4,622 pounds of tomaioes
6,007 pounds of beans and 500 nar-
TOWS.
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Many Canadian
Airmen reach
Great Britain

100 American Soldiers
In Group Cause
Much Speculation.

By D. E. Burritt
Canadian Press Staff Writer
A BRITISH PORT, Jan. 20 —
(CP Cable) —A great convoy car-
rying thousands of Canadian air-
men—pilots, navigators, wireless op-
erators, mechanics and ground
crews—has arrived amid the teem-
ing shipping of this port and the
men have entrained for receptiin

ceniics in southern England.
With the airmen in the firs:
{100p cnovoy from Canada to reacn
thes¢ shores in the new vear came
reinforcements for the Canadian

overseas army and servicemen of
allied nations.

The naval escort of the huge
transports shepherded the vital

cargoes to the approaches of this
harbor, and then lay to as fthe
passenger vessels steamed into the
protected waters, groups of airmen
bundled in warm greatcoats lining
the rails of the ships.

The men came ashore in tenders
and soon were aboard trains bound
for the south, where they will spend
a short time before they join units
engaged in the fight on the axis.
They came from many parts of
Canada.

Bomber pilots expressed the hope
that bad wealher which has ham-
pered Britain's aerial offensive in
recent months will change and en-
able them to get out over enemy
territory as soon as they complete

(Continued on page 3, Col 3)

Foxmen to face
New adjustments

WINNIPEG, Jan. 20 —(@©r) —D
0. Stewart, vice-president of (he
Canadian National Silver  Fox

Breeders’ Association told members
at the opening session of the con-
vention here today that the fur
industry must be prepared to face
further adjustments and sagrifices
because of the war.

“In spite of market curtailments
and other difficulties, the fur in-
dustry is bending every effort to-
wa:ids breeding improvements,” he
said,

Hon. J. S. McDiarmid. Manitoba
minister of mines and natural re-
sources, commended the associa-
tion on the scientific methods it
had sponsored in the improvement
of pelts. He said that $6,000,000
worth of furs were sold through
Winniveg in 1941,

ConsiEeTing Pocket
Aircraft Carriers

AR,
LONDON, Jan. 20 — (CP)—The
Admiralty disclosed today that it

is considering adding to the Royal

pocket aireraft carriers such
Japan is reported to be using
with some success in the Pacific.

To a auestion in the House of
Commons as to whether British
autho s are invest ing the
consty ion of such or the
conversion of merchantmen for
such purpose, Sir r Warren-
der, financial secretary to the Ad-
miralty, gave this w ten reply

“Neither of the t litles to
which you refer can be ov rlooked.”

S FROM SING

bs Aussies Facing

Strong Pressure
In West Sector

Nipponese Bombers rain ex-
plosives indiscriminately on
Military targets and Resid-

ential sections of great base.

(By C. Yates McDaniel, Asscoiated
Press Staff Writer)

SINGAPCRE, Jan. 20—(AP)—
The Japancse advanced today to
within 60 miles of Singapore In
western Malaya, where their blows
were falling hard along a 30-mile
sector stretching from the Muar
river down to the vicinity of Batu
Bahat, and on the eastern front
enemy patrols penetrated to the
area of . Endau, about 75 miles
north of Singapore.

While the invader’s pressure still
was rising, particularly against the
heroic and outnumbered Austral-
jans on the west, Japanese planes

were in heavy action, loosing over
Singapore bombs which fell in-
discriminately upon military and

residential areas allke,

The Royal Air Force was casting
out its fighter craft in offensive
sweeps centred about the Muar and
British bombers were in action
against enemy bases, but not even
these and the presence of United
States bombers striking behind the
Japanese lines appeared to have
overturned the invader's aerial
superiority.

Muar Region Critical

It was the region of the Muar
which of all was most critical—an
area where the Australlans had
been slowly pushed back for the
last two or three days in wild
fighting running an extraordinary
range from artillery and tank
action down to the most elemental
sort of sniping in the lush green
of the jungle.

One Australian force survived an
encirclement, formed by the en-
emy's infiltrations, and fought off
much heavier forces until relief

(Continued on page & Col 2

Islanders to
Broadcast

OTTAWA, Jan. 20—(CP) — The
defence department announced
today that men serving in the Ca-
nadian army overseas would  be
sending messages to relatives in
Canada for an hour starting at
midnight AST on Thursday over
the eastern network of the Can-
adian Broadcasting Corporation.

Those who will broadeast in-
clude:—

Prince Edward Island—Harold
Bell, Carleton Siding, Gnr. G. E
Bell, Coalhead.
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Ace Canadian
Airman missing

CORNWALL, Ont., Jan. 20 —(C-

P)—Sqdn. Ldr. Walter B. Keddy of
Cornwall, award the Distinguish-
ed Flying Cross last September for
daring daylight raids on German-
occupied France, is missing as &
result of air operations Jan. 17, his
parents, Dr. and Mrs. C. A. Keddy
were informed today.
Sqdn. Ldr, Keddy went overseas
five years ago, enlisted in the Royal
Air Force at the age of 19, and
was appointed Acting Squadron
Leader of the first all-Canadian
bomber squadron of the R. A, F.

He was born at Dartmouth, N.8.

His citation said he and four
other Canadians aw ed the D, ¥,
C. in September participated
large-scale attacks on German
battleships, including the battle~
ships Gneisenau and . Scharnhorst
and the heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen
at Brest and La Pallice.

24 Jap Ships Sunk
By Indies’ Defenders

LONDON, Jan. 20—(CP)—An of-
ficia] summary credited the East
Indies’ defenders today with hav-
ing sunk or destroyed {wo Japa-
nese cruisers, four destroyers 11
transports, three tankers, one mere
chantmen, two lighters or invasion
barges and one other vessel from
Dec. 13 to Jan. 16.

It said three Japanese oruisers,
three transports, one alrcraft car-
rler and one other ship had been

peavily damaged and two other
transports possibly damaged.
KILLED IN CRASH

AYLMER, Ont., Jan. 20 —(CP)

—A pilot officer Don Palmer of
Saskatoon and pilot officer K. G.
Matheson of Milner, B. C, were
killed instantly today in the crash
of a Harvard trainer on a farm a-

bout nine miles from here, near
Tillsonburg, Ont. Both were sta=
tioned at the service flying traine

ing school near Aylmer.

A Cherry PiC
\WouLow'T BE So BAD
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_OVERFLOW If's

Germ
200 - mile

aﬁs F;ac'eci With

Retreat

Mozhaisk is reoccupied by Russians

in hard-won v

LONDON, Jan.
Red Army has reca
in a hard-won vict
ed the Germans ircea the last

vanced citadel of their broken A Glaﬂce
drive upon Moscow and left  the
invader facing the plo.wslcf of a -
200-mile retreat to the Dmieper. ¢
" i i MOSCOW — Russians recapture
Fhe 1e00cibnips. o bl Sk_' Mozhaisk; 100,000 German troops

announced by Moscow tonight af

ter a 45-day offens

20—(CP)—The
ptured Mczhaisk
ory which blast-
ad-

ive, sent Hitler’s
legions reeling back along Napol-

ictory.
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treat,

believed facing entrapment or re-
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TORONTO, Jan. 2)—Minimuu
maximum temperatu

inces and it
ly mild ia O
in many distr

tide this afternoon
orrew morning at

eon's terrible road of retreat and i ; R

left, Orel, oa the soutly, and Rzhev, WASHING —U. 8. bombers : f's afterncon

in the north, the only remaining sink Jap cruiser and set tanker tomoriow

strongpoints held by the invader aflame off Joio in southern Philip:

on the present Moscow front. pines, Mindanao still holds. e ne o g
Mozhaisk, 57 miles west of Mos- J G ; First quarter moon Jan. 24, 136

cow, is on the main Moscow- SINGAPORE— Japs reach line am

gmolensk-Minsk road and  the 60 miles north of  Singaporc in CUiAR Ay

Germans once were reported to western sector, heavily bomb Aus- tids .‘.E;.'\' o5 lat-

have 100,000 men in the battle for tralian-controlled istand of New ¢! Wile

that vital salient.
What remains of these forces

in danger of entrapment by Soviet

(Continued on page 3, Col 4

Britain.
is

of Royal Canadian Air
and reinforcements  for

A BRI’I'ISII— PORT—Thousands
Force men
Canada's

overseas arniy arrive in giant liner.

BORDEN — CAPE TORMENTINE
SERVICE

Leave Borden 9.25 AM. 100 P M
Leave Cape Tormentine 11.00 AN
3.20 P.M




