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! The Use Of Poison
f Gas By Rebels.

(C. P. by Guardian's Speclal Wire)

LONDON, Dec. 18—Explosives
| and incendiary bombs have de-
| stroyed nearly one-third of Mnd-‘
rid, six members of thec British
| Parliament who went to Spain to
| investigate civil war condiiions as-
serted today in their report.,

They verified Spanish  Govern-
ment charges that the insurgent:
were using poison gas, and urged
the British Foreign Office to make
it possible for the Valencia Gov-
ernment to buy gas masks,
| The investigating group was or-
| ganized on a mnon-partisan basis,
| with representatives of ali shades
| of British political opinion includ
{ed, Its members were in Madri
| during one of the warst air vaids.

Rival Army Strengths

| The report estimatod General
| Francisco Franco had between 20,- | @
000 and 25,000 troops outside Mad- | 8
rid, while the Government was

| able to put from 80,000 to 100.000
men in the field, including foreign
volunteers. .

Franco has had Italian and Ger-
man planes at his disposal since
the beginning of the revolt, while
the Government only recently has

een ¢ ble to obtain  tanks and
planes, pre-umably %eem Russia, it
was stated. :

civilians along this route to saf-
ety, according to the report.

The Britons found Valéncia al-
ready badly overcrowded. They re-
aarked that France had given
refuge to 50,000 Spanish children
and suggested the United King-
dom emulate this example.

. LONDON, Dec. 17—The indirect
manner in which the - Spanish
| Government today announced its
acceptance “in principle” of the
arms traffic control plan drafted

Francisco Largo Caballero's Gov-
ernment thus at least tentatively
assvred, the answer
Francisco Franco was
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tonight whether
posal - would
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be endored or
the insurgent
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