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. (Laughter). This'
# 'demonsiration of
what it is?
DN.MR. LEA: Thdt may be my
friend's interpretation,” that is

dl

You dte very
jus to show the teachers that
ire doint something?
V. MR. LEA; Sure; mdwaln-
‘0 do something.
R. MCMILLAN: What do the
hes want?
MR. LEA: An increase in
ed
MCMILLAN: Do you want to
thin that?"
DN. MR, LEA: Well, it must be
Hllot before they can get it.
:.Then why .don't
put § in the ballot?
; . LEA: How do you know
?

M : That is what we
to keew, what the ballot is for.
DN. MR. LEA: I have been en-
g ¥ tell you.
M AN: You have been
0 tell us that this bal-
nay be jon._anything.
PN. Mg.@m» Of importance on
lma. i

M : I thought you
!t migh| be of -importance on
DIV. 1 We will Umit that
uestions regarding Education,
DN. MR. STEWART; Why don't
Pﬂ "PS in, anyway?
)]

MQMN The only quu—
you want to submit to the peo-
wluth!r they are prepared to
Hthe u@hm more than they are
g at pl-snt. by direct taxation,
dont ; you_put that in the bal-

“Mfr. LEA: Why are you

' me a queltlon nnd telling me
b same time?

6un.um: 1 am saying that |

tH’l only really vital question
q;bmum to the people.

7 L!:K That is your opiny

.t":’".

icum.w: And it is the

bn 4% 1ot of people. It is tie

" hat is going to help the

ers, knid 1t is the recommenda-
ot Wis Corimisston? i

mt. LEA) we mmuund

mx 'yés, and we un-
815" going to come ot of
oplef and the object of the
u‘zw ask the people if they
" % increase the umgu'

[ baltat! ‘You.have admitted now
oln'qluluon isto be, The point
“much are you geing to ssk

p of this Provinoe to pay?
lnmu\-,ﬂa yon .propose to

. There is the gist.of the whole
1Yo are mot objecting to an
:.4n sAlaries to the teachers;
sre the people going to vote
unless you prepare them
~question? They will come to
pehers of the Legislature and
"What does this mean?” “Oh,”
, have 0 say, “this is just &
L innhlnc any question that
Co =(nCouricll may deem
q sk Mow. is that golng to

o the tedchers' salarles? Why

by definite? Why not prepare
&34t was prepared in 1010?

h enough, wasn't 1t?

bedied .all the legislation that
tf provided that

/4nto operation until

HON. MR.
;| getting along, al

at the beginning. I sybmit that this
House should not be stultitied by be-
ing asked to pass this bill on the in-
adequate inf _which is given
on the face of it. t is my opin-
fon; and as one 'member of this
Committee 1 would prefer not to sit
here at all when they pass legisla-
tion in that way. Are we fo be driv-
cn blindfolded, like cattle, into pass-
ing legislation without knowing what
we are passing? And when a mem-
ber of this Cemmittee hazards a
statement withregard to the bill, is
he: to -be - told; “How do you know
that?” Is that the attitude——

HON, MR. JEA: Well, he was tell-
ing me something.

HON. STEWART: He was
sugesting ethipg: That is: the at-
ttude—— |

HON, ME. LEA: Not at all. He,
was saying he knew.

HON., STEWART: Please
don’t in pt. That is the -attitude
that is taken; and I still per-
siat in opinion that the. proper
method #o deal with: this question—
when he has stated already that it
is Intended to be dealt with at an
election/that will take place s year
and a half from now—would be to
leave &t over until the next session
of thy Legislature. That would be
very much more fin. line with the
recogmendations of the Commisslon,
for # would give the time and op-
porﬂmliy to explain the matter thor-

ly to our people throughout the

3 all right, and I shall deal with

‘|that on snothér occasion. There are

some very valushle suggestions in
that report of 1817; they will stand
repetition and they are just as true
today as they were at that time.
I am not “lecturing” the' promoter,
1 am merely suggesting that he give
us someihing tangible to work om.
We Are just as much interested in
this question of increasing the teach-
ers’ salarles as the Government is,
and we would llke to help this' mat-
ter along. But give us something to
work on, We will be meeting the
farmers and representatives of the
country distrots from now until the
election. Will you give us the oppor-
tunity of trying to tell them that they
should do more for Education? (Ap-
plause.) We cannot do it when there
is nothing to tell, when we'do not
know what the Government has in
mind. All we can do is to tell them on
election day, and that it will have
something to do with education.
MR. W. H, DENNIS: I think the
members of the Opposition are a
little unreasonable in. regard to this
matter. The Oovemmmt is taking
the responsibility " of submitting a
ireferendum, and they will receive
the chastisement they deserve if they
err. The promoter has been frank
in explaining that he does not; at
the present time, know what is go-
ing to be placed on that referendum.
I don’t suppose the leader of the
Opposition 1s prepared to submit to
the promoter of the bill everything
that should go in that ballot, Is it
wonderful that the Government
should take this twelve months to
ascertain from the people what they
think should be done? So far as ed-
ucating the people is concerned, I
think all of us could go, ahead and
explain that the teachers must re-
celve more money, and if we.are

revince, just as the .C issl
u“-ud. At present we who are the

b td

not fort in getting our claims
from Ofttawa there is no other al-

of the people do not
wow what is in the mind of the
ovemmcnl. If they have not made
1 th’elr own minds, they could takea
ear to ‘consider it, and we would not
e any worse off a year heneo, since

| the bill cannot come into effect, in

any case, before that time. If they

/| do know what they intend to do, the

whole House should know. That is
the attitude I take. I say that this
legislation is mot definite. It is.im-
proper and it is premature.

DR. MCMILLAN:; I just want to
tell the promoter of this bill that
when I have anything to say I am
going to say it. If he thinks I am
lecturing  this’' House, I. want
t6 ‘tell him that that 'is a
privilege which . does. not. belong
to him ontirely. He need not think
he is the -only. lecturer in the
House, (Applause) I have, already
forced two admissions from him 8-

‘| bout this ballot. One was that it

shall be & ballot in regard to tax-
stion, and the second was that it
shall be & ballot in the forme of &
schedule presented in the report of
the Eduoational Commission. Now
thére are two different forms of
schedule in the report, ons present-
ed by the Commission, one by the
teachers, He says it is just in keép-
ing with the recommendations of this
Oommission. Here is' what the Oom-
mission says:

“An increase in subsidy may pro-
vide in whole or:in part the nec-
revenue for educational
improvements, advances in salar-
aries, pensions, eétc, and we rec-
ommend 'that 'if, and when, an
increassd ‘subsidy is granted the
requirements of educatign be given
first consideration by the Govern-
ment. Should 'there be no increaseé
in subsidy, Wowever, the ocost of
improved education must be borne
by the people. Before the submis-
sion of any plan of revenue to the
people, every possible means
should be taken by 'the Board of
Education’ to inform the people
of the conditions and of the real
meaning of any suggested finan-
clal ement. We récommend
the holding in every school diss
trict - of - educational - meetings, at
which pfficlals of the Department,
Supervisors, and others in the
tri¢ could stimulate e deeper
in the whole question, We
vinoed ‘that with adequate
mwimuon and & true realization
f fhe seriousness of the situation
m problems will be approached
with mlu sympathy and prac-
tigal results”

| ) The Logleal Method

/ Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 submit that |

it this Aot were drawn up like the

{Act of 1919, yon could begin that ed-

ueational campaign in each dlstrict

beause you would have something to |

A mu. m; this Barmecide Aot con-
4 and

y {of demoeracy as he sy but'T

t ve but.that money must be
raised from the tax-payers. I think
We should go ahead with this bill,
HON. MR. STHWART., My hon,
friend 1s not very consistent, He says
that nobody in this House knows
the form of the ballot and no one
has given it any consideration. He
challenged the Opposition to suggest
anything and then he sald “We
should go on with the bill” Is there
any reason why it should not stand
over for & year, until we ean discuss
it intelligently? Why should we rush
it through now? It 4 not suggested
that this ballot will be required be-
fore thas next elestion, in 1031; so
Wwhy rush it through? My hon. friend
says 'that the Government is pre-
pared to take the responaibility and
that we should not say anything, We
too have a Mty as
of this House, and we are prepared
to take our responsibility; but we
want to take it Intelligently. I sup-
pose the member from O'Leary would
want to take his responsibility in-
telligently. I don't suppose he would
want to meet the people of his dis-
triot without the knowledge that
he confesses he lacks at theepresent
time,

Exceetding Recommendations

follow the recommendations of the
Commission. I may tell him he is go-
ing beyond those recommendations
because he says that one of the things
that will probably be submitted in
the referendum is whether the peo-
ple will approve of the higher sal-
aries given in the schedule, The Com-
mission does not recommend that;
the only question the Commission

The promoter says he wants to|:

next session of the House. There is
not any sensible reason why it should
be passed at this session, in this
hurried way, without any ome on
either side of the House having any
knowledge of what is going on,
‘MR, ARSENAULT: I was amused
al my hon, {rfend from O'Leary when
he said that the teachers should re-
ceive more money. Last year he was
very particular to ask his electors
what ideas they had on this matter;
and he was right. He gave notice in
the press. He sald the teachers were
looking for increased salaries, which,
if granted, would mean $100,000. “Are
you willing to give them that in<
crease?” he asked—adding “You
farmers are now paying $74,000. taxes
on your land.” (Laughter.) That is
the important question; to tell the
people they are now paying so much
in taxes, and that so much more is
wanted from them, leaving it for
them to decide whether they will pay
it or not. That is what my hon. friend
from O'Leary asked his distriot last
year; and T would not think that
he would now want to ask any ques-
tion that is not definite,

Full Information Demanded

MR. W. C. 8, MCLURE When
some information was asked with re-
spect to this clause in the bill, the
promoter gave the answer that we
receive very often In this House: “I
don't ’know.” Now,- Mr. Speaker, 1
am not prepared to accept that ans-
wer, because after some discussion
on this clause we have received some
information, and I believe the pro-
moter does know and should give
this House the information with re-
gard to it. He has already admitted
that this referendum will be with
regard to increased taxation for ed-
ucational purposes. That is a cer-
tain amount of information, and it
is different from the first answer
we received. I think the promoter
should take all the members of the
House into his confidence and tell
us what he really. knows with re-
gard to the questions that will be
placeéd on this ballot, We vill not
commit him to every detail, but let
him be frank. He told us he Fnew
nothing of it; now he has given us
a little infarmation, but we’consider
that we are entitled to a little more.
HON. MR. LEA: I didn't say I
knew nothing ofvit. I said I didmt know
what we might need to put on it,

Was your answer,

HON. MR. STEWART: 'There has
been shown a very. great reticence on
the part of my hon, friend the pro-
moter. He has not been candid angd
sirajghtforward in this matter, which
Is regrettable; for if he had told this
House what he had in mind it m'ght
have saved a consldernble amount of
time.

HON. MR. LEA: Does my hon.
friend think I am hiding something
that we have agreed on as a Govern- '
ment?

HON. M». STEWART: Very well
I shall take my hon. friend’s word
for that.

HON. MR. LFA: 'I‘hlb is ‘'a fact.
We only received this report when
the House was practically in session.

HON. MR. STEWART: Then I will
take his word for it that he does not
know, and the Government does not
know. But why not leave this meas-
ure until they have had an oppor-
tunity of discussing it and coming
to & decislon? Is there any valid rea-
son why it shounld not stand until
the next session, when the Govern-
ment will be prepared to come before
this Legislature with a considered

i
?

recommends to a ref is
whether the people will submit to
thxation. The rest s a matter for
the Government, Does my hon. friend
suggest that the Government will
take no responsibility at- all?
. HON. MR. LBA: Isn't that a dem-
ocratic Governnient?
HON. MR. STEWART:
your idea of demooracy?
HON., MR. LEA: Are you propos-
ing that we shouldn't wish to carry
out the wishes of the people?
HON. MR. STEWART I am not
saying anything of the kind, You
need not try to quibble my hon.
friend. (Applause.)
HON. MR, LEA: What s the
meaning of your remark, then?
HON. MR. STEWART: I believe in
democracy according to the form of
Government As we have it in every
part of the British Emipre. And
that form eof Government does not
provide for government by reférens
dum. (Applause) That is what T am
talking about, and my honm. friend
. [kmows it. T am just as much & friend
am
pointing out that he Is propesiog e

Is that

: npphmo from the

HON. MR. LEA: Well. I will say
to my hon. friend that we are en-
deavoring as quickly as we can to
bring into force all the recommenda-
tions of the Commission; and one
of them was in regard to the taking
of this ballot. How does he know
that the Government might not ap-
peal to the people in the coming
year? And for the sake of giving the
teachers their increase as quickly as
possible, would it not be better to
have this legislation on the statutes?
. HON. MR. STEWART: Now my
hon. friend is taking the same reti-
cent attitude that he adopted at
first. Does he ‘mean to say nm that
has been templated
this year?

HON. MR. LEA: No, no! (Laugh-
ter). But how does he know that n
might not be necessary?

HON. MR. STEWART: Why bring
out that silly excuse? (Applause).

HON. MR. LEA: I am only saying
that that is one valid reason. We
are endeavoring to assist the teach-
as quickly as we can; and sup-

that that became necessary?
Now you are giving the Government
‘(the power to submit this by ballot.
nﬂ\oomosmonnwmhblm
or endeavor to block the opportunity
of the teachers getiing their salaries
incrensed one year earlier? (Loud

Page). :
HON. MR. STEWART:

Statement Unjustified.
friond has made & statement that 1

My hon.

Ll

Ty my hon.
MR. MOLURE 1 don't think that
' gesture, as if we didn't intend to do |

]not Jjustified and that is unworthy

of him, He says: ‘If this thing should
happen’ I asked him if they had
contemplated it, and he sald No.
What possibility or set of circum-
stances could arise between now and
the next lon of the L
that he does not have present know-
ledge of? I cannot conceive of any,
But take that possibility as balanc-
ed against the importance of having
this bill put through in proper form,
80 that it can be discussed intelli-
gently, and what is the argument
worth? (Applause). My hon, friend
has made a statement that savors
of political propaganda when he says
that we are trying to block what is
in the interests .of the .teachers.
We are just as fully identified with
the teachers, as citizens, as he is. 1f
he can show me that the teachers
are going to get any earlier assist-
ance by putting this bill through, I
will not discuss it further.

HON. MR. LEA: Well, I have
shown you where it might.

HON. MR. BSTEWART: You
haven't shown me anything of the
kind. (Applause), You have shown
no reason why it should not stand
over for another session. Is it putting
this bill through, or is it the refer-
endum, that is going to benefit the
teachers? ;

HON. MR. LEA: That is what we
are in committee for, to get our-
selves the power to take the refer-
endum,

HON. MR. STEWART: If my hon.
friend eould say he was going to
take this referendum before another
year and a half— —

HON. MR. LEA: 1t is possible,

HON. MR. BTEWART: It is not
possible that you are going to take
it apart from the general election

HON. MR. LEA: No, but the gen-
eral election Is possible.

HON. MR. STEWART: It is a very
remote possibility,

HON. MR. LEA: It might not be
$0. remote.

HON. MR. STEWART: The only
thing that ‘would drive him to the
country is a strike on the part of
the teachers; and I think we all have
the interests of education too much
at_heart to hope for that, notwith-
standing what has been said on the
floor ‘of this House. (Applause).

Premier Enters Debate, ..‘

PREMIER SAUNDERS: I am sor-
friends have been so
ready to suggest that this is just a

what was right by the teachers.
They have gof it into their heads
that there is some ulterior object,
‘and they say, Why can't we take
them into our confidence. The fact
of the matter, so far as thé Gov-
ernment is concerned, is that we are
going to give them every reasonable
consideration. We have not arrived
at wlpt. questions will be submitted,
but it takes tlme to consider that.
/' We will have ample time. This ref-
crendum {5 a very reasonable ‘one.
Because you want us to follow the
Statute of 1919 is no reason why we
should do so. It we ars to simply
continue following precedent we
would get nowhere in anything. wWe
want to advance now and again;
and as I see it, so far as this legis-
lation is conoerned it is as good an
Act as I have ever seen in regard
to taking a” referendum and getting
an expression of opinion, because, as
I said, the very questions that will
be submitted to the people will be
questions that will be reseiving very
much consideration before being sub-
mitted. Even if we. had questions
here to submit, we know perfectly
well what h some
before; they would be discussed ad
infinithm,

HON. = MR, STEWART:;
shouldn’t they be?

PREMIER SAUNDERS: What 1
am saying is this, that the Govern-
ment takes the responsibliity; we
feel that we are quite capable of dis-
cussing this matter with the Board
of Education and arriving at a de-
cision that will be satisfactory to all
concerned. Please don’t think that
only the teach will be cc ed
The teachers’ salaries are important,
but there are other considerations.
The people themselves surely have a
right to know, for instance, whether
that tax now existing on real estate
and personal property should be done
away with, Personally I have no hes-
itation in paying that I am opposed
to that; and I don't believe the peo-
ple would be satisfied. I believe there
should be an education tax, but I
further believe that the tax that
now exists on real esltate is a very
reasonable one. So far as this bill is
doncerned, there 18 no object that
I can see to be galned by delay. If
you can point to anything that is
unfair or unreasonable; but honest<
1y T haven't. heard any criticlsm ex-
eept that it is just a “gesture.” You
have that in mind. It is no gesture,
‘The thing is definite; we want to
do what s fair and right and there

no ulterior object, and we are go-

d "

Why
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| HON. MR. LFA:

we have an Act whereby we can
frame our questions to submit to the
people and let them decide,

DR. MCMILLAN; We are getting

Unfounded Charge.

information gradually, We know now
that the Government have not con-
sidered the Commission’s . report;
they haven't had time to consider
it, and they are not prepared to give
a definite opinion, or formulate any
proper plan. I think you all admit
that,—that you have not had
time. If that' be so, what is the idea
of pressing this bill? You want to
pass an Act, and you yourselves ad-
mit that you do not know what the
result is going to be. We are not ob-
jecting to the machinery of the ref-
erendum, The promoter made a very
curious statement when he said that
the attitude of the Opposition is that
we would like to delay the teachers'
increase in salaries for a year. The
Minister of Agriculture knows bet-
ter than that; he knows he cannot
bluff anyone by a statement of that
kind. Any discussion that we are
having on this bill will not delay the
teachers in getting their salaries by
one fraction of a second.

HON. MR. LEA: If you prevented
it passing, it might.

DR. MCMILLAN: The pusslng of
the referendum?

HON. MR. LEA: Thg passing of
this bill.

DR. MCMILLAN: Is this going to
zaffect the teachers getting their sal-
aries?

HON. MR. LEA: Sure, until such
ime as this ‘is passed.

HON. MR. STEWART: My hon.
friend knows better than that.

DR. MCMILLAN: If this bill is

| turned down today, it is going to

prevent the teachers getting their
salaries for another year?

HON. MR. LEA: It might.

DR. .- MCMILLAN: - Did you ever
hear such nonsense? (Laughter). If
this bill is passed today, are the
teachers going to get their salaries
a year quicker? ;

HON. MR. LEA: How do you know,
if there is an election held?

DR. MCMILLAN: You are not go-
ing’ to hold an election,*

HCN. MR. LEA: How do you
know?

DR. MCMILLAN:
know; are you?

You should

You should
know; you are telling me.

DR. MCMILLAN: No, you won't
have an election this year, because
you haven't got the courage. (Ap-

plausc). You are just waiting to see
Ii[ you can get something from Ot-
| tawa ‘before you go to the country.

HON. MR. LEA: You are just say-
ing that.

Paying the Bills

DR. MCMILLAN: The Premier says
very properly that there is more to
consider ~ than the . teachers. Of
course there are other people, who
have to pay the bill, I believe he
is perfectly right, 'but don't you think
if you had something definite to place
before these people in the meantime,
that you would have a better chance
of persuading them? He says he
does not think the personal prop-
erty tax should be abolished; and I
think he ‘is right. But surely my hon.
friends have some idea of how much
money must be raised to increase
the teachers salaries. Couldn't that
be indicated?.

HON. MR. LEA: 1t {5 in the re-
port. p

DR. MCMILLAN Certainly; but
why not put it in the bill, so that the
people will know? This bill as it is
given to us is not implementing that
report of the Commission.

MR. MCPHEE: It will later on.
DR. MOMILLAN: How do you
know that?

MR. MCPHEE: Oh well,
an idea,

DR. MOMILLAN: You have? But
we are not legislating on your ideas;
we are legislating on something def-
inite. Your ideas may be all right,
my hon. friend from New Haven,
but they don't appear on the stat-
ute books of this province. (Laugh-
ter) That is what we are objecting
to. We have been called upon  too
often to put through half-baked log-
islation under this Government, and
this is an example; something which
means nothing except to enable you
to say to the teachers: “Oh yes,
we are doing something; we have the
Act right here? “An Act for what?
When are the people going to be told
what they are going to vote om, Mr.
Promoter?

PREMIHR SAUNDERS: They will
get quite sufficient notioe about
that! The teachers themselves will
know long before it is submitted to
the people. /

DR, MACMILLAN: But we are not
to know?

PREMIER SAUNDERS
no. objection, .

DR. MCMILLAN, But

we have

We have

we are not

{entitled to know nhow?

PREMIER SAUNDERS:
there is no neoessity for it.
DR. MOMILLAN: Of ocourse not;

1 tay

Act? We will then know we are not supposed to know what
{

we are legislating om. :

PREMIER SAUNDERS. You are
legislating on thi billi and I think
it is a very reasonable ohe.

DR, MCMILLAN: On what?

PREMIER SAUNDERB To take a
referendum.

DR. MCMILLAN: On what? -

PREMIER SAUNDERS: On such
questions as may be decided.

DR. MCMILLAN: There you are;
that is the vicious clrcle.

MR, ARSENAULT: That is the
trouble. It is too serious a question
to rush it through in this way. For
my part I would be quite willing to
come back here for two weeks longer
and give the members of the Gov-
ernment the time to study and pond-
er this question, and put it through
in better shape; because I think if
we intend to have a referendum and
have the people vote intelligently;
and have it made a non-political is-
sue s0 that the members of the Op-
position can join hands with the
Government, it should be more ex-
plicit. As it is, it may be that they
Just want to put this thwrough in a
hurry, and there may be a Federal
election and there is°a possibility—
a remote possibility—of the King
Government coming back. In’that
case it might be advisable to have a
local election this year.

HON. MR. LEA! Will you object
to that, to give the teachers higher
salaries?

MR. ARSENAULT: No, but we
want to know what is going to go
before the-people, so that there will
be joint action between the Con-
servatives and " Liberals. (Applause).

MR, MCPHEE: I understand that
the . Teachers’ Federation will have
a say in tHose questions?

HON. MR. LEA: Just the Govern-
ment,

MR. MCPHEE: The Teachers’ Fed-
eration have no say?

HON. MR. LEA: Oh, we don't say
that; but the Government takes the
responsibility,

The Democratic Way.

HON. MR. STEWART: The pro-
moter has expressed himself as being
a strong supporter of democracy, and
he rather insinuated that I was not.
Now our position is this: We do not
know even what field will be cover-
ed by the questions to be placed on
the ballot. But passing this over for
a moment, we will assume that the
questions are formulated and that
they are submitted to the people;
and after that, the Government pass-
es a statute. The statute may or may
not completely conform to and em-
body the answers to the questions.
It is very difficult to ask a series of
questions, and I am stating that now
with full appreciation of the abil-
itles that have already been referred
to by my ‘hon. friend the leader of
the Government as being poa’slemd
by this’ Government. (Laughter). 1
say it is exceedingly’ difficult to
frame a series of- questions that will
embody CM aspect and phase of a
statute. ”If, on the other hand, you
enact a statute conditionary, if you
frame a statute and place it on the
order book to become a law only af-
ter it has been passed upon by the
people, the people then have the
whole statute before. them. They can
study it In every aspect; they know
every shade of meaning in that stat-
ute before they vote; and they will
have a comprehension of .the situa-
tion which I submit they will never
have under the other method, even
with the abilities of this Govern-
ment behind them. Now I want to
know which is the more democratic?
Take the people into your confidence
by putting a statute on the books
where it will automatically come in-
to force on their say-so, or put a
serles of questions that may or may
not cover the legislation which the
people have in mind? There is no
comparison, 1 claim, between the
two methods; one is so much more
democratic than the other. If we
pass the statute I have suggested,
and if we have an eclection beiween
now and next year, the statute can
be put into effect immediately. By
my hon. friend’s method, you will
have to wait for another clection to
p your refer by leg-
islation. (Applause), So I am now
suggesting a method that will give
the teachers an increase much more
quickly than his own. (Loud ap-
plause).

“Half-Baked” Legislation.

HON. MR. LEA: My hon, friend
khows that if a ballot is submitted
it will be thoroughly discussed in the
press. Does my hon. friend suggest
that there will be one intelligent man
unacquainted with all that may be
represented by the ballot? With re-
gard to my hon. friend from Char-
lottetown, I thought it remarkable
that he should say that this legisla-
tion, like some other legislation be-
fore this House, was “half baked.”
1 think that remark is unworthy of
any man representing the intelligent
oity of Charlottetown.

DR. MOMILLAN: I take the full
responsibility for the remark. I will

even half baked.

'HON. MR. LEA: Immyum
opinton.
DR. MOMILLAN: !m.l*

the ballot at the next eleotion, will
it be implemgnted?

' HON, MR. LEA It will be im-
plemented whenever we oan pass
legislation.

DR. MCMILLAN: When would
that be? ;

HON. MR. LEA: Aa expwuomly
as possible.

HON. MR. STEWART Would you
call a specia]l sesslon to implement
e
HON. MR. LEA: Special sessions
have been called to implement leg-
islation. I well remember attending
one.

HCN.. MR, STEWART: When?
HON. MR., LEA: To implement the
Health Tex:

HON. MR. STEWART During the
War?

HON, MR. LEA: Yes; just for on.
cay.. And it could be done pust as
cesily agaln.

DR, MCMILLAN: If you want us
to belleve that you are sinogre in
desiring to help the teachers, why
not adopt the plan suggested by my
hon. colleague, the leader of the Op-
position? You can have & complete
statute 'drafted, reddy to be pres-
ented to the people, and it ean go
into effect by Order in Councll om
the day after the vote is taken? What
does my hon. friend say to that?

HON., MR. LEA: Our etatement
ic that this is a- quicker plan. It is
just a difference of opinion,

DR. MOMILLAN The other i5 &
fact. ;

HON, MR. LEA: It does ot mat-
ter because you Just make that as-
sertion,

DR. MCMILLAN When I make
ascerilons they are generally cor-
rect. We are just as anxious to help
the teachers as you are; we are not
trying to  “blogk” anything, . but
we are trying to “cook” some of your
legislation that it may appear on the
statute books in a decernit manner,
- HON. MR. LEA: Isn't it decent?
17 it i3 not decent it must be indec-
ent; and it is unparllamentary to
say that it is indecent.

DR. MOMILLAN: It isn't anything
vet. It will be the result of our bak-
ing; it is in the process of baking
now, in order to make it proper leg-
islation. y

MR, DENNIS: Tbe Board of Edu-
cation should be considered on a mat-
ter of such momentous importance
as this referendum; and that Board
is not yet appointed. The Coverns
ment, as I understand it, is making
in this bill a blanket clause s that .
they will have the oppobtunity of con-
'sulting the new Doard of Bducation.

~
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The Conservative Proposal

HON. MR. STEWART: It is quite
easy to get over the difficulty which
has been suggested by my hon. friend
if they follow the suggestion I have
already made. There is a great deal
of difficulty, I quite admit, in fram- °
ing questions properly; but all that
difficulty will be completely remov-
ed if you frame the bill itself and
submit that to the people. There is
no question then to be asked; they
can read the legislation that is sub-
nitted to be put into operation, and
that is the end of it. That is my sug-
gestion, So far as the time that this
may come into operation is conceded,
I think my hon. friend from Char-
lotletown is quite correct, If an el
eclion takes place during the Re-
cess the Act would be put iato op-
cration before the next sessiom of the
Legislature, It ‘there is mot an el-
cction before Recess, the matier
stands and is ready to go into effeot
just as soon as the election does take
place. Whenever the election takes
place, the Act goes into effect, X
you adopt the method of asking
questions, you get a reply to those
questions, which is not a statute and
which cannot go into foree until &
statute is framed and passed at an-
other session of this Legislature. Now
Mr. Chairman, which is the most ex«
peditious and the best? (Loud Con-
servative applause) Mr hon. friend
the Premler said that there will be
the fullest discussion in the press and
that the people will understand ful-
1y, He misses the point entirely, They
may understand the questions and

* | the statule may vary from the ques-

tions, That is what I say, that in-
advertently or otherwise the statute
may not be in accord with the un-
derstanding of the people in respect
fo some of the questions, but it the
statute itself is put before them, &
statute which cannot be changed
without further legislation, there fis
no possibility of this difficulty aris-
ing.. That is the way the people of
this Province were asked to vole in
1919. And I suggest, Mr. m
it was a much more preferable and
democratic manner of taking & ref-
erendum because It did' not stultity
the Legislature as this Aet will do.

say tome of the legislation was mot .

the promoter; - supposing you take < |



